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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SCVIETS DISAPPOINTED WITH AFRICAN ALLIES 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 18/19 Feb 84 p 2 
/Article by Charles Lambroschini/ 


/Text/ Neither the agreement that South Africa concluded with Angcla 
on Thursday nor the discussions that it had concluded the day before 
with Mozanbique are good news for the Krerlin. These twc events 
demonstrate that the African allies of the USSR have another recourse. 


From Pretoria's point of view, the negotiations with the government 

of Luanda to create a joint commission, charged with supervising 

the evacuation of South African troops stationed in the southern 
provinces of Angola since "Operation Askari'' in December and with that 
of Maputo to share the electricity of the Cabora Bassa dam, should be 
doubly beneficial: South Africa can abandon a military strategy, the 
"power of the sword," which is costly both financially and politically, 
for a mcre productive diplomacy, since it aims to establish a "circle 
of cooperation" on its borders. Simultaneously, Pretoria has driven 

a wedge between the Soviets and their partners. 


The combination of Angola's advantages and disadvantages make this 
investment less certain for Moscow. Rich in petroleum (12 million 
tons produced annually and reserves numbered at 200 million tons) 
which the Western companies continue to exploit in the region of 
Cabinda, the regime of Luanda retains the potential resources for a 
certain economic independence. 


In a parallel direction, there is political uncertainty. The reigning 
party (the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) suffers 

from divisions between the most moderate people of mixed-race /metis/ 
and the most radical blacks. The country is literally cut in_two by 
insurrection. Tke MPLA dcminates only in the north. UNTTP /The 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola/ controls the south, 
where, as "Operation Askari" has just demonstrated: the South African 
army strikes at will. it is equally clear that after 23 years of 
uninterrupted war (13 years against the Portuguese, 10 years since 
independence) the leaders are no less tired than the people. To the 
point, in Januery, of not letting a chance pass for American mediation 
which would open the way to dialogue with Pretoria. 

















Lost For the Cause 


A sign of the Soviets' worry is the tripartite conference (USSR, Cuba, 
Angola) which was held on 12 January in Moscow. An emergency increase 
of military aid was decided on. A similar effort was decided on in 
the economic sphere: financial loans with particularly favorable 
conditions, cooperation for the search for new petroleum deposits 

and for the development of fisheries. 


The USSR is at an impasse. Angola would need pilots to protect itself 
from Pretorian aviation and from more Cuban footsoldiers (there are 
presently 35,000) to mask decisive points in the UNITA enclave. But 
each of these options would bring about the risk of a direct 
confrontation with South Africa, and indirectly, though an always 
possible ricochet, with the United States. 


As for Mozambique, it seemed lost to the Soviet cause on the day (7 
February) it expelled Joe Slovo, a white member of the ANC /African 
National Congress/, the black South African organization whose militants 
crossed the border for terrorist raids inside South African territory--and, 
it appears, a colonel in the KGB. According to Pretorian radio, "This 
action removed the main obstacle to the improvement of relations 
between the two countries."" In actual fact, the arrangement concluded 
in Lisbon concerning the dam should be followed up next month at the 
Cape by the liquidation of all outstanding bilateral questions, whether 
it be a question of tourism or methods of financial transfers for the 
60,000 Mozambicans working in South Africa. 





Depending economically on its powerful neighbor, subjected to the 
pressure of a liberation front (the Mozambican National Resistance), 
and provided with money and ammunition by Pretoria, Mozambique finds 
itself confronted with an issue from which there is no escape. As a 
"progressive base" it will be neutralized. 





To keep this country in its ranks, Moscow would have to make the 
sacrifice of massive financial assistance, especially to combat the 
serious malnutrition that is a consequence of a drought unprecedented 
for the last 50 years. At least 4 million of the 11 million inhabitants 
suffer from hunger. But the USSR already has too many "dancers:" 18 
billion dollars in irreducible credits for the COMECON, 4 billion for 
Cuba, which pumps away half of the foreign aid, and one billion for 
Vietnam. 


It is Ethiopia which seems to be the best secured African satellite. 
However, at the beginning of February, the discovery in Addis Ababa 
of a "plot," which finally ended in the arrest of 17 conspirators, 
several of whom are military men, and by the expulsion cof 4 American 
diplomats, recalls that in the year X of its revolution, the regime 
of Colonel-President Mengistu Haile Miriam is not yet stabilized. 











The 17 are accused of having gethered secret information which they 
then transferred to "imperialist agents.'' A true conspiracy or a 
planned coup, the affair offers a good occasion to mobilize the masses 
against the spector of foreign machinations, mcre especially as the 
traitors were guilty of another crime: the distribution of tracts 
challenging the indefectible Soviet friendship with, as the most 
widespread slogan according to diplomatic sources, "Too much is too 
much, Russians, go home." 


This affair is not an isolated incident. There are periodic rumors 

of attempts to unbolt the immense statue of Lenin which has stood 

since last autumn in front of the palace of the late emperor Haile 
Selassie. The misery, which not sc long ago was blamed on exploitation 
by the American suzerain, is now blamed on the Soviet big brother. 

The racism of Russians changes nothing in Addis Ababa, Gondar, or 
Aksum, where the 6,00U military and civilian advisors live enclosed 

in their diplomatic ghettos. In the USSR where, like the nationals 
from black countries less detached from the Western camp, students 

from Socialist Ethiopia are too often treated as 'Tarakans," spies. 


Above all, nothing is truly settled in the dissident provinces. 
Operation "Red Star," ordered in 1982 by Mengistu, inflicted heavy 
losses on the maquisards of Erythree, but, while they have iost the 
cities, their sanctuaries in the mountains have not been eliminated. 
In the Ogaden, 10,000 Cuban soldiers constitute a very efficient 

line of surveillance facing Somalia. However, the action of the 
rebels, whom the government of Mogadiscio can no longer help, is only 
dormant. At the least sign of weakness of the military men in power 
in Addis Ababa, it will be reborn. 


This explains it. Ethiopia is preparing for next September the 

creation of a great communist party which will be for this ethnic 

mosaic what the crown used to be for a long time under the old regime-~-the 
only centralizing element. This is an advantage from the point of view of 
the USSR. The perennial nature of the Soviet presence will be better 
guaranteed by a solid framework structure for the country than by the 
personal favor of Mengistu, who can be overthrown or who can s mply 

change friends. 


Mengistu, as nationalistic as he is prudent, has caused things to slow 
down. However, the movement seems irreversible. For a year the 
delegations of the Commission for Organizing the Party of the Working 
People of Ethiopia, the organizing commission for the future Communist 
Party, succeeded each other in Moscow at the rate of one a month. 
Mengistu has no choice. Ethiopia, poor in natural resources and 
surrounded by hostile neighbors, cannot for the moment survive one 

and indivisible except behind the Soviet rampart. The fragility of 
its client is for the USSR the best guarantee of the solidarity of 

the alliance between Addis Ababa and Moscow. 




















In any case, the Soviets are realists. A country lost can be 
compensated by a country gained. Why not Nigeria, which the daily 
NOVOYE VREMY.\ /New Times/ celesrated last week? By overthrowing an 
elected civilian on 31 December, the military men of Lagi accomplished 
a sort of historic work: "They proved that formal democracy of the 


Western type is not viable." 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


EAST GERMAN STRATEGY IN AFRICA EXAMINED 
Bonn AFRIKA-POST in German Feb 84 pp 24-26 
[Article by Wolfgang Hoepker: "The GDR in Africa: A Tool of Moscow" ] 


[Text] In Moscow's scheme of "division of labor" regarding 
the Third World, the SED state occupies a prominent position. 
Aside from the export of ideology, military aid is to promote 
the revolutionizing ot the black continent. 


In the Federal Republic of Germany the activities of the SED regime in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America are noted only marginally and sporadically. At best 

they are considered a partial aspect cof the Germany question--this too being 

a limitation to an egocentrical point of view to which one inclines more than 
ever in West Germany, particularly after the fixation of the strategic discus- 
sion on medium-range missiles. The overview which puts the commitment of 

East Berlin in the Third World in larger contexts and makes it clear what kind 
of role Moscow has assigned to the GDR, particularly overseas, as its especially 
dependable satellite is lacking. 


As the most important industrialized country with the highest GNP among the 
countries within the communist sphere of power, the GDR because of its economic 
potential alone has to assume expensive special missions overseas--ahead of 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria and Romania. In Moscow's scheme of 
"division of labor" regarding the Third World, it occupies a prominent position, 
which is taken into account conscientiously, though with growing self-confidence, 
by Honecker and his corps of functionaries. 


In its role of outrider and pacesetter of the Soviets, East Berlin operates as a 
power of revolutionization in Africa, Asia and Latin America. It is a question 
of transferring the class struggle to international relations--with a classless 
world society as the distant utopian aim. In addition to the "international 
proletariat," revolutionary liberation movements and a number of ruling parties 


in developing countries are regarded as supporters of the international class 
struggle. One operates ideologically on a scale which varies depending on the 
addressee and all too soon leads inte the maze of communist dialectics. 























According to paragraph 3 of Article 6 of its constitution, the GDR supports 
those states and peoples which, in their struggle for social progress, are 
fighting against imperialism and its colonial regime and for national freedom 
and independence. In accorcance with Soviet jargon, the term Third World 

is not used in the GDR. A "Third World" does not exist in communism any more 
than does a "third way," for what is at stake is the export of "real socialism" 
overseas, the transfer of the Eastern state and social model to developing 


countries. 
Exporting [Ideology Rather Than Development Aid 


Nor is the term of development aid used in the Third World politics of the 
Eastem bloc. Instead one talks of "mutually beneficial cooperation." This 
is te camouflage the fact that---apart from military aid and the export of 
ideology--the allocations by the Eastern bloc to developing countries are 

far below the payments by the Wester world. In order to avoid obligations, 
one resorts to the trick of the anticolonialist theory of exploitation which 
propounds that, since the people of Africa, Asia and Latin America have been 
exploited by the European colonial powers, Western development aid is nothing 
but reparation or payment of compensation. 


The GDR's main field of action overseas is Africa. This is particularly true 
of Angola and Mozambique, where even years before the withdrawal of the 
Portuguese colonial power East Berlin provided assistance to nascent anti- 
Wester guerrilla groups--the MPLA enmeshed with Cuba in Angola, and FRELIMO 
in Mozambique. The third principal point of contact on the black continent 
is Ethiopia, 'Moscow's fortress on the Red Sea," from where the Soviet Union 
hopes to be able to roll up Africa's easter flank. In 1979, hand in hand 
with junta head Mengistu, Honecker laid the foundation stone for the first 
Karl Marx monument in Africa, and by virtue of being in a key geostrategical 
position, assuming the role of attending to the ideological care of the African 
alliance partner. Just as with Angola and Mozambique, the GDR, in 1979, con- 
cluded a "treaty of friendship and cooperation" with Ethiopia. 


In Zimbabwe the GDR bet on the wrong horse when it gave general political and 
material support to Nkomo's guerrilla organization ZAPU, going so far as to 
install a mission for him in East Berlin. The election victor and out-and-out 
enemy of Nkomo, Mugabe, retaliated against Erich Honecker by having the GDR 
wait 7 months after the declaration of independence in April 1980 before it 
could assume diplomatic relations with Zimbabwe. Only gradually did relations 
between Harare and East Berlin normalize. 


By favoring SWAPO in every way, Honecker believes to have found a point of 
leverage for communist seizure of power in southern Africa. In no other country 
outside Africa are as many SWAPO cadres receiving training as in the GDR. For 
professional training alone, 20 "Namibia bases" have been established between 
the Elbe and Oder. Sam Nujoma is a constant celebrated official visitor in 
East Berlin, where he gives assurances that after he assumes power "Namibia 
will always rely on the GDR's complete anti-imperialist solidarity." In 
Southwest Africa, a German colony until World War I, it is said with macabre 
humor that "one day we will become German again--Soviet German," 

















SWAPO and ANC Officially Represented in East Berlin 


Like SWAPO (and incidentally also the PLO), the African National Congress, or 
ANC, has an official representation in East Berlin. While these missions 

do not have any diplomatic status, they are treated by GDR authorities exactly 
the same as diplomatic missions. The promotion of ANC too is coupled with the 
training of cadres, which are to enable the guerrilla organization banned in 
South Africa and driven underground to assume power in the Cape republic after 
"revolutionary liberation." Whether in Namibia or in South Africa, the objec- 
tive is a totalitarian one-party regime with communist precepts. 


GDR military aid contributes to consolidating the power of fragile socialist- 
oriented regimes. Since thelate sixties, East Berlin has supplied arms to the 
Third World, and since the mid-seventies more and more National People's Army 
instructors have been sent overseas. The term of "Honecker's Africa Corps" 
coined by Western media has become proverbial. This very field is being 
camouflaged by the restrictive GDR policy of information in vacuous cliche- 
ridden reports about "fratermal aid.'"" But Gen Heinz Hoffmann, as defense 
minister responsible for military aid, in various interviews emphatically 
pointed to the importance of the National People's Army training assistance 
precisely in southern Africa. 


Over and above military assistance in the strict sense of the term, the GDR is 
engaged in equipping and training internal security organs. The Ministry for 
State Security (MFS) trains policy in socialist-oriented countries. It trains 
intelligence services, draws a net of control stations over the organizationally 
inexperienced countries and installs concentration camps (called “educational 
camps for counterrevolutionaries"). The State Security Service (STASI) has 
become something of a GDR export hit. It helps stifle any opposition against 
one-party dictatorships in African countries, suppress African peoples and put 
them in the same straitjacket as was fashioned for the people of eastern 

central Europe. 




















1) Wem der Osten hilft 


Al wickiungshi te des Ostbiocks 1981 in Mio $ an: 
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(5) Mit 2,1 Milliarden Do'lar (gegen- 
Uber 25,6 Milliarden des Westeris) 
nimmt sicn die Entwicklungshilfe 
des Ostblocks sehr bescheiden 
aus. Und: Genossen werden da- 

- bei klar bevorzugt behandelt... 














Key: 
1. Who Is Helped by the’ East 
2. Development aid by the Eastern Boc in 1981, in millions of dollars 
3. Other countries 
4. Source 
3. With 2.1 billion dollars (compared with 25.6 billion on the part 
of the West) development aid by the Eastem Bloc looks very modest. 
Moreover, comrades are definitely getting preferential treatment 
8790 
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BENIN 


WORKING VISIT PAID TO TOGO BY PRESIDENT KEREKOU 
Cotonou BENIN-PRESSE-INFORMATION in French No 326, 24 Feb 84 pp 1-4 
[Excerpts] ABP/CZ--President Mathieu Kerekou paid a friendly one-day visit 


on business to his brother and friend President Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo 
on 21 February. 





The meeting of the two chiefs of state, which took place in Kara, allowed 
them to consider ways and means of strengthening cooperation between the two 
countries and dynamizing the Council of the Entente and the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States (ECOWAS). 


On his return to Cotonou, President Kerekou stated: “We return very satis- 
fied with the way in which the work developed, both on the level of the 
experts commissions and that of the chiefs of state. 


"The goals we established for ourselves have been fully achieved in all sec- 
tors--economic, cultural and above all on the security level. It remains now 
for our ministers and our cadres to implement the decisions we adopted with 
consistency.” 


President Kerekou explained that in order to develop harmoniously, the revo- 
lution in Benin must guarantee the safety of each citizen. It is to this 
end, he noted, “that we want to reassure the people of Togo that our revo- 
lution is not being manipulated from abroad, and that it is not oriented 
against any country or any region. 


"In this connection, we have decided to reactivate the convention on the 
extradition of subversive individuals from our respective countries. Con- 
crete measures will be taken against them.” 


In addition to the problem of security, which was one of the main subjects 
taken up at the Kara meeting, the two chiefs of state discussed the questions 
of Chad and the Western Sahara. On the second point, Presidents Eyadema and 
Kerekou deplored the refusal of the King of Morocco to implement the deci- 
sions of the 19th Summit Meeting of the OAU, thus bringing the activities of 
this African continental organization to a halt. 


In connection with the relations between their two countries, the two chiefs 
of state decided to intensify cooperation and increase the exchange of their 
local products. President Kerekou said in conclusion that this explains the 














presence in Benin of three ministers from Togo, who will study these problems 
with their Beninese counterparts. The three visiting ministers are the heads 
of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Finance and Economy, 
and Mines, Energy, Hydraulic Resources and Public Works. They will study 
ways of launching the major Nangbeto energy project jointly being undertaken 
by Togo and Benin, among other things. 


At the conclusion of this friendly working visit, a final statement was read 
publicly by Togolese Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Anani Kuma 
Akakpo-Ahianyo. This statement included the following substantial points. 


The talks allowed the two headsof state to establish a broad consensus of 
views on bilateral issues and major international problems. 


They decided to work for the consolidation of the bonds of friendship and 
fraternity linking the two peoples, and to strengthen the good neighborly 
relations between the two countries. 


The presidents of Benin and Togo expressed their satisfaction with the work 
of the mixed Beninese-Togolese commission on the establishment of boundary 
lines, and decided to use every resource to achieve the rapid conclusion of 
this demarcation work in the clear interests of both countries. 


After reaching agreement on the intensification of the already existing 
economic, cultural, technical and scientific cooperation, the two chiefs of 
state expressed satisfaction with the progress made in the work on developing 
and exploiting the Nangbeto hydroelectric complex on the Mono, while expres- 
sing the hope that the work of execution will begin as soon as possible. 


In addition, they decided to strengthen cooperation in the rural development, 
livestock breeding, trade exchange and transportation sectors. It was for 
this reason that “in order to provide new impetus to production and trade 
exchange, the two presidents decided to appoint a mixed development commit- 
tee, while stressing that the provisions must be made to ensure the holding 
as soon as possible of the first meetings of the large mixed cooperation 
committee and the mixed development committee.” 


In order to block any subversive maneuvers or efforts to disturb the peace or 
security in the two nations, the two chiefs of state confirmed the provisions 
of the agreement on extradition they signed in 1976, which provisions they 
plan to put into full effect whenever needed. As a result, no citizen of 
Togo or Benin who commits a criminal act in one of the two countries can seek 
refuge in the other. 


Where multilateral cooperation is concerned, the two presidents confirmed 
their membership in the African regional organizations such as the Council of 
the Entente, the ECOWAS and the OCAM, while expressing their conviction that 
it is above all within the framework of these institutions that the problems 
of development confronting their countries can be resolved. In connection 
with the ECOWAS in particular, the two chiefs of state urged the member 
nations to respect the clauses and provisions of the treaty. 
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Taking up the major international problems of the moment, the two presidents 
devoted special attention to the situations in Chad, the Western Sahara, 
Namibia and the Middle East. 


In connection with the disastrous economic situation in the Third World, 
Presidents Kerekou and Eyadema stressed the need for the establishment of a 
new and more just and equitable international economic order, and they 
emphasized that the current chaos is the result in large part of the egotism 
of the well-endowed nations, which devote the greater part of their re- 
sources to overarmament. They voiced the hope that the next conference of the 
ACP [African, Caribbean and Pacific Countries] associated with the EEC can 
contribute greatly to the establishment of this new international economic 
order. 


5157 
CSO: 3419/491 
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BOTSWANA 


RAILWAY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ZIMBABWE RAILWAYS TAKEOVER 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 p l 
[Article by Luke Mhlaba] 


[Text] BOTSWANA is forging ahead with plans to take over from the National 
Railways of Zimbabwe the railway line running through its territory from the 
Plumtree border post to Ramathlhabama on the South African frontier by early 
1987. 


The multi-million dollar take-over project involves the construction of a 
repair and maintenance workshop for wagons and locomotives, personnel train- 
ing, the re-laying of the track and the installation of new signalling and 
telecommunications systems. 





The formal take-over is scheduled for early 1987. Compensation to be paid 
to Zimbabwe will not be determined until negotiations on the division of 
railway assets currently owned jointly by Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


"Once Zambia and Zimbabwe have agreed on a division of assets, we will then 
negotiate on payments to be made to Zimbabwe," said Mr Satish Shankar, rail- 
way projects co-ordinator in Botswana in an interview in Gaborone. 


Mr Shankar, an expatriate from the Rail India Technical and Economical Ser- 
vices, said once Botswana took over the railway line, railway traffic would 
be subservient to the country's economic interests. 





Official estimates put the cost of establishing the repair and maintenance 
workshop at about $5 000 000 but the site is still to be decided. 


The installation of the signalling and telecommunications system is expected 
to cost between $ 000 000 and $7 000 000, while $1 000 000 has been spent 
annually since 1978 on personnel training. 


The re-laying of the 642 km-track with new rails and sleepers is programmed 
to take place over 10 years and initial estimates put the overall cost at 
$180 million. 
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Training of railways personnel in various skills is already under way in 
Zimbabwe, Kenya and Botswana. 


The first group of 71 Botswana technicians is going through the final phases 
of training in Bulawayo after spending four years in a polytechnic in Kenya. 


"We also operate a school in Francistown where 40 people are being trained as 
train drivers, station masters, station foremen, railway guards and commercial 
clerks,"' said Mr. Shankar. 


'The training is done in consultation with the National Railways of Zambabwe, 
who also provide instructors." 


Also on the drawing boards are plans to construct a 150 km railway line from 
the coalfields at Serowe to Mamabula on the main north-south railway, at an 
estimated cost of up to $180 million and a trans-Kalahari line designed to 
link the country to Walvis Bay in Namibia. 


The latter railway will be 1 400 km and is expected to cost $280 million at 
present rates. 


Although plans for the construction of the two railways are said to be at an 
advanced stage, the projects are expected to be implemented only after the 
country has recovered from the effects of world economic recession and the 
current drought. 


Official opinion in 8o0tswana is that the take-over of the north-south rail- 
way line and the construction of more internal railways does not detract 
from the SADCC goal of economic integration, but is based on sound economy 
considerations. 


The feeling is that it is vital for Botswana to control its own transport 
system and develop it to its best advantage. 


Botswana is particularly interested in controlling the commercial haulage of 
goods within its borders borders and passengers are considered as being of 
secondary importance. 


According to Mr Shankar, Botswana has bought 12 locomotives which are current- 
ly on hire to the NRZ. The Batswana have a totol of 60 wagons so far. 


It has been estimated that when the take-over is effected, Botswana railways 
will employ 1 325 people, including 377 expatriates from Zimbabwe. 


CSO: 3400/790 
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DJIBOUTI 


CLAIMS OF PARISIAN PUBLICATION REFUTED 
Djibouti LA NATION in French 1 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] A series of articles on Djibouti have appeared in a 
weekly bulletin called LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN, which 
specializes in covering East African and Indian Ocean coun- 
tries. 


That publication, published in Paris, has recently taken a 
great interest in the Djiboutian political class. In an 
issue dated 18 February 1984, the Parisian bulletin expli- 
citly questions the integrity of Mr Aden Robleh, former 
minister of Commerce, Transportation and Tourism and third 
vice president of the RPP [People's Rally for Progress]; it 
is a fantasy about a pseudo war of succession regarding the 
Djiboutian head of state, set against a background of tri- 
bal quarrels. This imaginary war of succession pits Mr 
Aden Robleh against the present minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Moumin Bahdon. 


We publish below the entire text of the clarifications made 
by these two leaders. 


Clarification of the article on Djibouti which the newspaper LETTER FROM THE 
INDIAN OCEAN published in its 18 February 1984 issue: 


"Permit me to tell you that, contrary to the article on Djibouti which appeared 
in your newspaper on 18 February 1984, I would like to make clear that there is 
no division within the leadership; there is perfect harmony and there is abso- 
lutely no race for the succession. 


The president of the Republic, El Hadj Hassan Gouled Aptidon, is appreciated 
and loved by everyone, for he has not only been elected by the people, but is 
actually the father of the Djiboutian nation. I would also like to remind you 
that he has served only half of his first term; you must understand that the 
people and the government, united in their solidarity behind him,want President 
Hassan Gouled to run for a second term. 


This popular and governmental support for the president of the Republic, 
Hassan Gouled Aptidon, demonstrates deep respect for the person who forged 
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national unity, the one who succeeded there where others failed, here or 
elsewhere. 


Signed: Moumin Bahdon Farah 


Recently a pseudo newspaper called LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN, appearing in 
France, has been publishing completely unfounded information about our country. 
There can be no doubt that it is trying, in this way, to sow doubt and suspi- 
cion among our people. These have been its tactics: 


1. To damage the credibility of the Djiboutian state by attributing imaginary 
scandals to certain important persons of the Djiboutian political class. 


2. To divide the Djiboutian people into clans or antagonistic communities. 


To be convinced of this, all we have to do is look at two of its issues: Number 
76 (dated 9 April 1983) and Nc -mber 119 (dated 18 February 1984). 


I cite these two issues by way of example, but there are others which have pur- 
sued these dark designs with the same bassness. 


In these two issues I was directly attacked. The first says, I quote, "Mr Aden 
Robleh misappropriated 2 billion Djibouti francs from Air Djibouti." The 
second issue declares, I quote, "Mr Aden Robleh owns an estate in the 
Seychelles,'' adding that I had to leave the leadership of the FLCS [Somali 
Coast Liberation Front] in 1975, "because I was accused of embezzlement." 


Concerning the first issue, in the month of December 1983, I brought an anti- 
defamation suit before the High Court of Paris, where this so-called newspaper 


appears. 


As soon as I began my suit, the director of the LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN 
began his defense procedure and stated he “had proof of criminal acts." 


I believe it is useful and just that Djiboutian public opinion should know 
how my case is proceeding, for it brings to light a certain number of elements, 
which are at the least strange, in particular the defense presented to the 
court by the director of the LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN. 


The director of the LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN claims to have the following 
A Ai 
proof: 


1. Three issues of a bulletin edited by the French Embassy in Djibouti called 
"Monthly Bulletin of Economic Reformation from the French Embassy and the 


Republic of Djibouti." 


2. Two witnesses, who are Mr Ahmed Dini Ahmed (former prime minister) and Mr 
Omar Osman Rabeh. 


Reading and rereading "the proof aad the testimony" mentioned above one cannot 
help being perplexed. 


15 














In the first place, what can be the nature and objectives of the "proof" which 
is said to be contained in the bulletin of the French Embassy in Djibouti 
against a Djiboutian politician? 


In the second place, what "proof" against me can Mr Ahmed Dini and Mr Omar 
Osman Rabeh present? Do they wish to use this affair for political reasons? 
Was it without their knowledge that the director of the LETTER FROM THE INDIAN 
OCEAN quoted them? The ball is in their court. 


Let us now speak of the second issue in which I am attacked. 
Once again we find a disconcerting desire to strike at my honor and my dignity. 


--Do I have an estate in the Seychelles? I have no estate in the Seychelles or 
elsewhere. Anyone can verify this with the authorities of that country. 


--Did I "have to leave the leadership of the FLCS because of having been 
accused of embezzlement?" It is public knowledge that I was never accused of 
embezzlement by the FLCS. If I had to leave the leadership of the FLCS for a 
year it was because of a divergence and a spirit of independence which put me 
in opposition at that time to the host country, which was the Democratic 
Republic of Somalia. I was held prisoner for 12 months by the Somali authori- 
ties (9 months in complete confinement and 3 months under house arrest). ‘That 
does not keep me from being grateful to the Somali people for the aid and 
support that they lent to our struggle for national liberation in those diffi- 
cult moments. Freed by the Somali authorities, I regained my place in the 
leadership of the FLCS. It was I who, at the head of a special committee of 
the FLCS which, with the LPAI [African People's League for Independence], com- 
pleted the preparations for the independence of our country, until that ter- 
rible shooting of which I was a victim on 23 June 1977, that is, 4 days before 
the proclamation of independence. 


Those are the answers which I make to the two issues of the so-called LETTER 
FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN. 


If I may be permitted to make a judgment on the intentions, whether hidden or 
declared, of the director of the LETTER FROM THE INDIAN OCEAN, I would say that 
they are only the products of wild imagination. I believe it would be in his 
interest to get to know better this country which does not resemble any of the 
cliches to which it has had to become accustomed. What he should know is that 
this country has too often seen intentions similar to his. I sincerely believe 
that he would be better off deepening his knowledge of the ethics of journal- 
ism. This is good advice, which he should listen to, unless he is a follower 
of occult forces. 


As for the succession of President Hassan Gouled, to which he refers so often, 
I say this: President Gouled has a firm hand on the helm, that, thanks to 
him, political and economic stability has been achieved, and will be for a 
long time. Thank God. 


If there is to be an election or the replacement of President Hassan Gouled, 
the decision belongs only to the poeple of Djibouti and to them alone. 


Signed: Aden Robleh Awale 


8956 
CSO: 3419/483 
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DJIBOUTI 


BRIEFS 


NEW PUMPING STATION--This new pumping station comprises two groups of electric 
force pumps rated at 750 cubic meters per hour, one identical backup group, a 
small concrete structure to be used temporarily and which will permit the in- 
stallation to be modified as demand grows. This pumping station also houses 

the equipment to be used in the new districts of Balbala, and Doraleh, and com- 
prises one group of electric force pumps rated at 350 cubic meters per hour 

and its backup group, two temporary concrete structures which will permit, 

after needs are reevaluated, the installation of two supplementary groups of 
force pumps rated at 700 cubic meters per hour and 800 cubic meters per hour. 
This new infrastructure of ONED [expansion unknown] cost 295 million of our 
francs, in which Libyan financial participation is predominant. Of that amount, 
195 million were granted in the form of a gift, by the Central Savings Bank; 

the rest of the financing was in the form of a loan. The officials of ONED 

plan for 1986 the reinforcement of the mains of this station leading to the 
Ambouli reservoir; the installation of two electric backup groups with a capa- 
city of 400 kilowatts, for that station; the replacement of 11 km of mains, 
including branch mains; the construction of a 22.44 km water distribution 
system in Balbala; the fitting out and construction of eight control piezometers 
in the water fields. [Excerpt] [Djibouti LA NATION in French 1 Mar 84 p 3] 
8956 
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GABON 


BONGO GIVES VIEWS ON CHAD, OAU, FRENCH RELATIONS 
Libreville L'UNION in French 7-12 Feb 84 


[Interview with President Bongo by Ngoyo Moussavou Bikoko; date and place not 
specified ] 


[7 Feb 84 p 4] 


[Text] In the framework of a "Third World Press Club" broadcast 
carried by Radio France Internationale (RFI), President El Hadj 
Omar Bongo, the chief of state, gave an interview on Monday, 

30 January, to a group of French journalists at Renovation Pal- 
ace. The president covered a number of problems with these 
journalists. 


[Question] In the crisis presently affecting Chad will there soon be a Gabonese 
or, more properly, a Bongo mediation effort? 


[Answer] The problem of Chad, which by itself is fairly easy, was made difficult 
when several countries, several chiefs of state, interfered in the internal af- 
fairs of that country. Now, those countries which were in the former Federation 
of French Equatorial Africa (AEF) were never given the opportunity to meet with 
our Chadian brothers. If this took place, the Chadian problem would be easier to 
resolve, 


[Question] What do you think of the position taken by France regarding Chad? 


[Answer] I have always said that France had a role to play in Chad, since Chad 
was a French colony. Since I have the habit of saying what IT think, I would cri- 
ticize France for having been a little too slow, for having taken too much time 
before reaching a decision. 


France is in Chad at the request of President Hissein Habre. How did he come to 
power? By means of the bayonet, the rifle. Now, Goukouni also says that he em- 
bodies legitimacy. So what can we do? Honestly, I think--I am a member of the 
OAU and I was present at the establishment of the OAU as director of the cabinet 
of the late President Mba-—-that the OAU cannot find a solution to the Chadian 
problem. In my view the solution rests with France, Libya, and the countries 
which were once part of the former French Equatorial Africa. 
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[Question] Let us return to the question of France, France has just decided to 
move her troops 100 kilometers farther North in Chad. Do you think this is a good 
decision or not? And, in your view, what will be the political, diplomatic, and 
military consequences of this forward move? 


[Answer ] France has moved its troops 100 kilometers farther North. France has 
not gone outside of Chadian territory and entered another country. On the pure- 
ly political level we see that Libya is occupying a part of Chad, and France is 
supporting another part of the country. I think that there is one thing which 
some people do not wish to understand: France and Libya must leave Chad. Even if 
this involves replacing them with United Nations forces. And then, ask us, who 
were in the former Federation of French Equatorial Africa with Chad, to deal with 
this problem. When we Congolese, we Central Africans, and we Gabonese will have 
done our work, then we will ask the OAU to intervene on the basis of what we will 
have decided. 


[Question] Could you be a little clearer? You are announcing a four-nation ef- 
fort with regard to Chad, is that right? 


[Answer] Yes, a four-country effort. 
[Question] And how will that work in concrete terms? , 


[Answer] That's easy. I have told you, and you yourselves have also said that I 
am everyone's friend. I am not a supporter of Goukouni or of Hissein Habre. Il 
am for the unity of Chad. 


However, 1] must remind you once again that the solution of the Chadian problem 
involves above all a summit meeting of the countries which were members of the 
former French Equatorial Africa. I don't want to become involved in a conflict 
with the OAU. However, if the OAU would remain silent, if France remained si- 
lent, if Libya remained silent, and we were allowed to meet with our Chadian bro- 
thers, we would then call on the OAU, France, and Libya. 


[Question] You said a little while ago that France was slow in intervening. How- 
ever, does the French presence at least annoy you, more than anything else? 


[Answer ] No, the French presence does not annoy me, since Libya is on one side 
and France is on the other. 


[8 Feb 84 p 4] 


[Text] In this second part of the interview which the chief of 
State gave to the French press Chadian and Western Saharan 
problems and the functioning of the OAU were considered. 


[Question] At Addis Ababa there was consideration given to bringing around a 
table the representatives of the two parties to the conflict, or certainly other 
leaders of each side. Isn't it too late now to bring together brothers who 
have been at war for 18 years? 
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[Answer] Why speak of factions? Let us be logical. Hissein Habre speaks of his 
Chadian brothers and not of factions. When you speak of factions, we note that it 
is the Hissein Habre faction which holds power and which personifies that power. 
He is the president. However, our duty is to say to Hissein Habre that he cannot 
govern Chad by himself. Therefore, it is necessary for him to make peace with 
his other Chadian brothers. 


[Question] You were invited to go to Libya at the beginning of 1984. And I think 
that it was because your schedule was too tight that you were not able to go. Do 


you intend to go there soon, and do you plan to use the same approach with Qadh- 
dhafi? 


[Answer] Qadhdhafi is a friend. I have always said that my friends are my 
friends, and what they do away from me does not concern me. Therefore, if my 
schedule makes it possible for me to meet Qadhdhafi face to face, I will tell him 
what I am saying to you today. 


[Question] You said a little while ago that it is necessary for France and Libya 
to withdraw from Chad, even if it means bringing in the "blue helmets" of the 
United Nations. Do you intend proposing once again the old solution of bringing 
in African forces? 


[Answer] No, I am not in favor of intervention by another inter-—African force. 
That has already been done, and the Chadian problem is still before us. I think 
that it is necessary to leave the African countries out of this problem. The 
only African entity which should intervene is the OAU. The OAU should inter- 
vene so that France and Libya will withdraw from Chad and the "blue helmets" of 
the United Nations will come in. 


[Question] Just now you were not very friendly to the OAU. However, it is said 
that you would like to apply a little pressure for a Gabonese to obtain the posi- 
tion of secretary general of the organization. 


[Answer] Look, don't try to make me say what I haven't said. I simply said that 
with regard to the present problem in Chad we would still be risking the loss of 
a great deal of time if we work through the OAU. Don't forget that there are 
splits within the OAU. 


[Question] Are you going to mobilize support now for the election of Okumba? 


[Answer] I don't need to mobilize support for him. I am presenting a candidate, 
that's all. 


[Question] We have talked about Chad for some time and we are discussing the OAU. 
You said that you were an optimist. Are you an optimist about the evolution of 
the conflict in the Western Sahara? Do you think that now, as we are talking, 

a solution is emerging or that, on the contrary, we are still marking time? 


[Answer] I will be frank with you. You spoke of marking time. In fact, regard- 
ing the Western Sahara we have passed many resolutions. At the OAU summit meet- 
ing in Nairobi it was agreed that there would be a ceasefire, followed by a re- 
ferendum. The two parties to the conflict were also asked to attend. Sahara 
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was fully in agreement on this last point. However, Morocco refused for its part 
to sit around a table for discussions with the Western Sahara (SDAR), which did 
not follow the normal process of accession to independence, involving the prior 
establishment of a liberation movement recognized by the OAU. In short, in our 
resolution we therefore, with all the earnestness at our command, called for the 
presence of both sides. However, as that was not possible, I made a suggestion. 
I said that Morocco should send a delegation to stay at the Hotel Intercontinen- 
tal, for example, and Western Sahara should send a delegation to stay at the Ho- 
tel Rapontchombo (if negotiations were held in Libreville). In between them is 
the presidential palace, which would serve as a shuttle, so that the referendum 
could be held. 


[Question] Certainly, you are very considerate of the OAU. 


[Answer] You are contradicting yourself. You say at one point that I am very 
considerate of the OAU and at another point that I am not very considerate of the 
OAU. Above all, I am a member of the OAU. And this is not because I have a can- 
didate for the post of secretary general or that I should not say what the OAU 
should do or what Africa expects from this organization--all the more so since 

I was once president of this body. 


The OAU, like the United Nations, is becoming an organization which only adopts 
resolutions which are not followed by action. I would like to see the resolu- 
tions respected. I would like to see a situation where the president of the or- 
ganization takes a trip to see if the decisions made are really applied. 


[Question] We agree that the OAU resolution provided for a referendum. However, 
it did not order a meeting to be held between the Moroccan and Polisario sides. 
It simply called for a dialogue between the two parties. 


[Answer] Now you understand why I spoke just a moment ago of the Intercontinental 
and the Rapotchombo hotels and the presidential palace. I hope that you have 
fully understood this point. 


[Question] Are you specifically proposing to be a mediator? 


[Answer] I am not proposing myself as a mediator, since I am not even president 
of the OAU. I simply ask the organization to take action and assume its respon- 
sibilities. 


[9 Feb 84 p 4] 


[Excerpts] In this third part of the interview President Bongo 
discusses with those interviewing him the problems involved in 
relations between Gabon and its neighbors on the one hand and 
Israel on the other hand. 


[Question] It was a matter of notoriety that your relations with Cameroon under 
President Ahidjo were not of the best, even if they were not necessarily bad. 
Since certain changes have taken place in Cameroon, and particularly since Paul 
Biya has become chief of state there, have relations improved? 
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[Answer] I am not a Norman, but I am going to act like one. I am not a Jew, but I 
will be one for the moment. When you ask a Jew a question, he answers with an- 
other question, and a Norman pretends not to krow whether to say yes or no. You 
say that during the time of President Ahidjo our relations were not very good. 

Did Ahidjo tell you that, or did I? Or have you simply observed it yourself? 


[Question] I simply observed it. 


[Answer] Then you were wrong, because you did not observe things very well. You 
should know simply that Ahidjo was a great nationalist. I myself am a fervent 
nationalist. We two understood each other. He defended the interests of his 
country, and I defended the interests of Gabon. Whatever the tone which we might 
have used, Ahidjo remained my senior, my elder brother, and my friend. 


President Paul Biya is also a friend. When he was director of the cabinet of 
President Ahidjo, I was myself director of the cabinet of President Leon Mba. 
Therefore, we have known each other for a long tim:. There is also a question of 
generations. President Biya is 1 year older than I. However, I am senior to him 
as president. I can speak frankly to him, without beating around the bush, more 


than I could do with Ahidjo. Because we Africans have the practice of respecting 
our elders. 


Therefore, there have never been problems between Gabon and Cameroon, and there 
never will be. 


[Question] And with the Congo? We see that there is no red in the Gabonese flag, 
whereas there is a great deal of red in the Congolese flag. How are your rela- 
tions? 


[Answer] They are excellent. And it is not because there is a little bit of red 
in the French flag that France is not on good terms with Gabon. And it is not 
because there is a little bit of red in its flag that France seeks to embrace the 
Soviet Union, whose flag is completely red. 


[Question] You said, in the past, that you would not be the first to reestablish 
relations with Israel. 


[Answer] Nor the last--add that also. Well, I will let you complete your ques- 
tion, 


[Question] Precisely, would you perhaps be the second, third, or fourth African 
country to renew relations with Israel? 


[Answer] No question of that. I am a Muslim and I have feelings of solidarity 
with my brothers. As long as all Muslim countries have not established rela- 

tions with Israel, there is no question of doing anything at all, as far as I 

am concerned. 


However, I would like to clarify one point: Gabon did not break relations with 


Israel but simply suspended its diplomatic relations with that country. When 
things return to normal, we will review the matter of Israel. For the time being, 
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there is no question of doing anything, even though in Israel Shimon Perez, the 
leader of the opposition, is a friend of mine. 


[Question] And Arafat? Would you be willing to receive him in Libreville? 
[Answer] Why not? Furthermore, I have even invited him to come. 


[Question] In fact, you are a Muslim, but it has been remarked that there are few 
Muslims in Gabon. Therefore, why have you felt the need to join the OCI [Islamic 
Conference Organization]? 


[Answer] Because I am chief of state and a Muslim. And the “Conference of Muslim 
Chiefs of State" is properly described. It is therefore in this capacity that I 
am participating in the summit meetings of the OCI. You should not lose sight of 
the fact that Gabon has something like 3,000 Muslims. 


[10 Feb 84 p 7] 


[Text] In this fourth part of the interview given by the chief 
of state of Gabon to French journalists relations between France 
and our country are covered exclusively. In these relations, 

in the words of President Bongo, "everything is going well." 


{Question} The French flag is blue, white, and red. Which of these colors do you 
prefer? 


[Answer] I prefer the colors of the Gabonese flag, which are: green, yellow, and 
blue. 


[Question] Can these colors (blue, white, red, and green, yellow, and blue) get 
along well together? 


[Answer] Why not? France is France, and Gabon is Gabon. Long live France and 
long live Gabon, as a Gabonese singer puts it. 


[Question] We agree. However, exactly how are things in terms of Franco-Gabonese 
relations? 


[Answer] There are no problems between Gabon and France, Everything is going 
well, It is rather the French press which is creating incidents between France 


and Gabon. They give me so much publicity that I think that in 1988 I will be a 
candidate for president of France. 


[Question] You have not only friends in France but also many enemies. 
[Answer] As the saying goes, save me from my friends. I know my enemies. 
[Question] Who are your enemies? 

[Answer] They are those who play the neo-colonialism game. I don't want neo- 


colonialism in my country. Quite recently, one of your colleagues asked me some 
questions in this sense. I answered him that, apart from President Mitterrand, 
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who knows and understands the problems of Africa, the others know nothing about 
African realities. Even worse, they cannot even locate Gabon on the map. For 
them Gabon might be on the planet Mars or Jupiter. A French minister of coopera- 
tion, whose name I will not mention out of a sense of discretion—it was either 
during the time of General de Gaulle or Pompidou; I can no longer remember very 
well—-was asked to deal with a problem involving Gabon. When his superiors asked 
him where Gabon was, he answered: "Gabon is North of the Sahara." 


[Question] There are two paths which have been followed in Africa as far as de- 
velopment is concerned. There is the path which I would call vociferous and 
gesticulating and another which has been followed by other states, such as Gabon, 
Ivory Coast, and Cameroon. In these latter states independence has finally 
seemed to be better provided for in the future, for your heirs, for the follow- 
ing generations. It is strange that you say: "I am an against neo-colonialism," 
since your enemies in France consider Gabon a neo-colonial state. 


[Answer] If the word progressivism comes from progress, I think that I am the 
most progressive figure in Africa. This is because my country has made a great 
deal of progress during the time I have been president. Those who regard us as 
moderates are mistaken. 


I am not a moderate. I ama realist. If I consider that certain French leaders 
are neo-colonialists, it is because they want to do in Gabon--an independent and 
sovereign state—what we outlawed a long time ago. 


[Question] Taking into account what you have just told us about relations between 
Paris and Libreville, will your French friends be able, as you see things now, to 
receive you on an official visit to France in May? 


[Answer] It's possible, except that I have some reservations and have posed cer- 
tain conditions. So the ball is in the court of the president of France, who has 
invited me. 


And then more recently I have been reading your press. Your press said something 
like: "As compensation, there is the promise of an invitation." What do you call 
the promise of an invitation? I have been invited by President Mitterrand, and 
the letter of invitation is in my possession. 


I told you that between President Mitterrand and me there are no problems. How- 
ever, it is always the French press which seeks to create problems. 


And as I was saying just now, the French press is not creating problems for me, 
but rather for President Mitterrand in particular and for the French Government 
in general, because the French press would like to have enemies everywhere. 


[Question] You have just said that you are ready to go to France, but under cer- 
tain conditions. What are these conditions? 


[Answer] An official visit like the one which I should make very soon to France, 


and which will take place following so many quarrels and problems, deserves very 
careful preparation. Once all the conditions are met, I can then go to France. 
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[Question] Don't you have the feeling that you amount to something because of 
the importance given to what can be called the Franco-Gabonese crisis, and to 
the extent that you reacted very sharply to it? 


[Answer] I reacted very sharply, yes, but who began it? It was France. Final- 
ly, I realized that I was a tree loaded with beautiful fruit, and people were 
throwing stones at the tree to knock down the fruit so that they could eat it. 
There were a great many references to Bongo during this crisis, which is proof of 
the fact that I am well known in France. You know, I am used to saying: "The dog 
barks, and the caravan goes by." 


[Question] Excuse me for insisting on this point. In fact, isn't it the Pean 
book which was the source of this quarrel? 


[Answer] Pean or something else. I don't want to hear about it any more. That's 
in the past. Let's talk about the present. Moreover, when you look at it close- 
ly, this is a question between Frenchmen, in which they tried to involve me. I 
don't like this kind of thing. I would rather not talk about it any more. 


[Question] There are 25,000 French citizens in Gabon, and, as you say yourself, 
many friends of Gabon in France. Can any kind of commentary on French television 
—which the French Government does not even control--interrupt Franco-Gabonese 
cooperation which is considered very good? 


[Answer] I thank you for your question. The other day I was saying that, as be- 
tween France and Gabon, who is helping whom? France without Gabon is like a car 
without gasoline. It is therefore for France to show a sense of responsibility. 
It seems that in France the question of liberty is often raised. However, what 
is liberty, finally? When there is too much liberty, that leads straight to 
anarchy. If France wants to become an anarchic state, so much the better for 
France. 


[Question] However, Gabon is not a country without any defects. For example, 
there is no opposition. 


[Answer ] What opposition? You make it up out of whole cloth in France. But 
finally, why are people so interested in Gabon? Among us Africans we are only 
interested in someone else when they are superior to us and we have something to 
gain from them. 


[Question] Let's recognize even so that Franco-Gabonese cooperation has suffered 
from this crisis. Some contracts, for example, have gone to other countries. 


[Answer ] Given the rate at which French businessmen are getting off our Boeing 
747's to invest in Gabon, I don't think that it could happen that way. 
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[11-12 Feb 84 p 4] 


[Text] This is the last part of the interview which President 
Omar Bongo gave to the Third World Press Club of Radio France 
Internationale. In this last section the president of Gabon 
explains to the French press the reasons for his dissatisfac- 
tion with it. As a consequence Franco-Gabonese relations 
have been a little cooler recently, and the French press has 
tried to overdramatize the problem. 


[Question] If there should be new problems in the future, for example-—-which can- 
not be completely excluded—if some French newspapers were to attack you once a- 
gain, how far would you go? 


[Answer ] Tell me why some of the French press only attacks me? 


[Question] No, it does not attack only you. It even attacks President Mitter- 
rand. 


[Answer] But President Mitterrand is French. Well, to answer your question more 
precisely, I must tell you that in the future things will no longer happen as you 
think. I also have my press, and in the future it will be an eye for an eye. 


That is, if a French newspaper attacks me, a Gabonese newspaper will attack Pre- 
sident Mitterrand. Yes, each time I am attacked by your press, the Gabonese 
press will use its right of reply. 


[Question] You just said that France without Gabon is like a car that has no 
gasoline. What is Gabon without France? 


[Answer] Gabon without France is like a car without a driver, but with the advan- 
tage, as far as we are concerned, that there are other drivers. 


[Question] How do you see the future of Gabon in a world affected by a number of 
crises? 


[Answer] What specific areas of the future of Gabon are you referring to? 
[Question] The political, diplomatic, and economic areas. 


[Answer] First of all, in the diplomatic area there is no problem for the future 
of Gabon. We follow a policy of openness to diplomatic relations in all direc- 
tions, and we are on good terms with all the countries of the world, whether East 
or West. 


In the political area we consider that we are an independent and sovereign coun- 
try and we respect the sovereignty and independence of the other states. There- 
fore, it is necessary for the other countries to respect us also. If not, then 
everyone for himself and may God help us all. 
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Finally, in the economic area I have often said that whoever loves his dog loves 
his fleas also. If someone doesn't like Bongo, Bongo cannot do good business 
with someone who doesn't like him. I hope that you have understood me well. 


[Question] How do things stand regarding your nuclear power station, concerning 
which France has not been very enthusiastic? 


[Answer] You should know that, not including France, I have had proposals from 
five Western countries which say that they are interested in the project for the 
construction of a nuclear power station. Therefore, France has no need to be un- 
enthusiastic. And I don't think that France can be unenthusiastic, the more so 
as the French Government, shortly after I requested it, sent a mission of experts 
to evaluate this project on the ground. This project pertains to the period af- 
ter the world's supply of petroleum runs out. I expect that President Mitterrand 
will share with me the conclusions of this mission of experts. 


[Question] You have said for years that Gabon is not the private hunting ground 
of anyone. How are relations between Gabon and the United States? 


[Answer] We follow a policy of economic relations with the United States, which 
is going along very well, in fact. And contrary to what you may suppose, there 
is no question of making the French leave in order to replace them with Ameri- 

cans. Gabon belongs to the Gabonese, and business is business. 


Once again, why are you so interested in Gabon? Why not ask that question of 
Houphouet-Boigny, Abdou Diouf, Eyadema, and Ahidjo (when he was president )—-to 
learn how their relations with the United States are going? 


Why so many comments about matters that concern me? 


[Question] You say that there are no longer any problems between France and (;a- 
bon. Do you think that this situation will continue? 


[Answer] I said that you were going to provoke me in a way I could not accept 

and that I would say what [ think. I insist again that if you continue provoking 
us, it won't be President Bongo who will say to the Gabonese: shut up. I will 
leave it to them to take action. 


[Question] You give the appearance of being pro-French while the Gabonese people, 
if you leave it to them to act, will.... 


[Answer ] However, the Gabonese people cannot continue to allow their leader to be 
insulted with impunity. 


[Question] You are the senior figure among Central African chiefs of state. You 
therefore have enough perspective to take an overall view. Has the exercise of 
power given you more satisfaction or more disappointment? 


[Answer] When you begin a career as chief of state at a young age (32 years old) 
and when you have progressed——happily for me, in fact--from being deputy director 
of the cabinet, then director of the cabinet of the president, and finally min- 
ister, deputy prime minister, vice president of the republic, and then president 
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of the republic, you have had enough time to acquire experience, to develop a 
personality, and to deal with the problems you have encountered. 


In other words, a president of the republic is a man by himself. The presidential 


function is made up of high points and low points. There are moments of popular- 
ity and moments of unpopularity. 


5170 
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CONDITIONS FOR THREE YEAR MEDIUM TERM PLAN DISCUSSED 


London JOURNAL OF AFRICAN 


[Article by Kwesi Johan: "Rawlings Revolution Two Years After'] 


[Text ] 


Introduction 


Fit Lt Jerry Rawlings took over power from the elected government of Dr 
Liman’s People’s National Party on New Year’s Eve, 1981 and installed 
the Provisional National Defence Council with a promise to bring revolu- 
tion to Ghana. Today after a number of twists and turns it seems the 
regime is settling down to conventional economic growth and not revolu- 
tion. The watchwords are now more production and less politics. 

The earlier phase of the coup which was characterised by confron- 
tation —at least in the press — with imperialism, class struggle and the 
insistence on people’s power and distributive justice, has now given way to 
co-operation with international finance capital. Only recently the World 
Bank hosted a reportedly successful donor’s conference for Ghana in 
Paris where Western governments and multinational corporations pled- 
ged large sums of money to help ease Ghana’s economic problems. 
Nowhere is the change more evident than in the pronouncements of 
Rawlings himself. 

The recent announcement by the Chairman of the PNDC that with 
effect from Fiscal year 1984 which starts in January it will implement its 
programme for national economic recovery, is worthy of note. In its 
essence the programme itself is not new as much of it consists of policy 
measures some of which even the suspended constitution enjoined the 
deposed president to take. The overriding goal of the programme is to 
raise industrial and agriculturai production, bring runaway inflation 
under control and block local and foreign sources of exploitation of the 
national economy while seeking to distribute goods, services and incomes 
more equitably. 

Set within a four-year time frame, the programme envisaged that the 
current fiscal year would serve as the preparatory period during which the 
economic, social and political conditions necessary for effective imple- 
mentation of the major plan itself which will span three years. As the 
preparatory year comes to an end, we draw closer to the actual implemen- 
tation of the famous Three Year Medium Term Plan. It is necessary, 
therefore, to ask: ‘Have the economic, social and political conditions been 
fulfilled?’ If so, what specifically are these and at what cost have they been 
fulfilled? It is by raising such questions that politics under the PNDC 
during this year cari be really understood. 
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Financial condition 


The first condition for carrying out any economic programme is adequate 
finance. As the primary goal of the programme is to increase industrial 
and agricultural production, the rehabilitation of broken down plant and 
machinery as well as the provision of intermediate goods constitute the 
crucial necessities. The Plan could not be meaningfully implemented until 
such amounts of foreign exchange as would be needed to purchase the 
means to restore production has been obtained. From the very beginning it 
was clear that the Government would bank its hopes heavily on loans from 
Ghana’s traditional sources of capital in the West. Hence the great effort 
the Government made to restore the confidence of the International 
Monetary Fund in the new administration. Few western banks would be 
inclined to look favourably on credit requests from Ghana if she did not 
have the IMF ‘testimonial’ of sound financial conduct. 

So far it seems that Ghana’s efforts to please the IMF have nci been in 
vain. Many loan offers, it seems, have been made to her. Though the Gov- 
ernment has not yet released figures of loans received to date the chairman 
of the PNDC has assured the nation that they are substantial. In his broad- 
cast to the nation on Sunday 27 August, he cautioned that these substantial 
loans were to be spent not for immediate consumption of goods but only 
‘serve as the means togive us the tools and equipment to produce. Not justto 
produce enough to get along from day to day but to produce enough to pay 
off the loans to lift ourselves out of the state of dependency’. 


The banner of high production 


This dependence on Western sources of loans to boost production has 
inevitably had a number of consequences, not least of which is the Govern- 
ment’s change of attitude towards labour and political activism. In recent 
times the Government has been emphasising that increased production is 
the watchword. Workers and management as weli as political activists are 
constantly bombarded with a barrage of lectures on increasing produc- 
tion. In the Chairman’s speeches as well as in those of government offi- 
Cials, it has often clearly come out that no effort would be spared in in- 
creasing production. Not surprisingly the most tutored group is the politi- 
cal activists within the Workers and Peoples Defence Committees. The 
message of the Government to activists is that weeding out social vices and 
economic malpractices, defence committee meetings, rallies and sym- 
posia, leadership courses and other revolutionary activities for the con- 
scientization and mobilization of the masses are no substitute for produc- 
tive work. As the chairman put it: ‘Productive work and political involve- 
ment must go hand in hand’. But it appears that the actual position is that 
political work which dominated the earlier phase of PNDC rule must now 
give way to productive work. In fact even the National Mobilization 
programme launched recently, essentially consists of mobilizing the youth 
who recently returned from Nigeria for productive work. It is no accident 
therefore that the programme is under the direction of Commander 
Obimpeh who commanded the whole operation of evacuating expelled 
Ghanaians from Nigeria. From now on it is more production and less 
politics. The earlier question: ‘Production for whom?’ is no longer heard. 


Industrial peace and discipline 


The transition from political activism to productionism finds its corollary 
in the appeal for industrial peace, calm and discipline in general in 
Ghanaian society to ensure the smooth implementation of the Plan. This 











year, in a message to the people of Akwapim Traditional Area, on the 
occasion of the celebration of their Odwira festival, the Chairman, whose 
speech was read on his behalf by Mr Asiedu Yirenkyi, Secretary for 
Culture and Tourism, said it would be tragic if the Government’s pro- 
gramme for economic recovery was disrupted. He said the Government 
needs patience on the part of the whole people to be able to implement its 
programme. The Peoples Defence Committees and chiefs were advised to 
concentrate all their energies on productive ventures such as the setting up 
of communal farms. Apparently, it is now the feeling in Government that 
‘Peoples Power’ has been misconstrued to mean indiscipline. Col. A.K. 
Amable, Deputy Secretary of the Volta Region, announced in September 
that it was the intention of the Government to overhaul all the revolu- 
tionary Organs in order to instill more discipline into them. The same 
theme ran through the Chairman’s broadcast to the nation near the end of 
August and Miss Joyce Aryee Secretary for information is recently 
reported to have said at a seminar organised at the Police College in Accra 
that discipline is the pre-requisite of every revolution. 

This quest for discipline now appears to have reached limits which 
only a few months ago would be inconceivable. At a meeting with senior 
civil servants recently the Secretary for Finance Dr Kwesi Botchwey 
seemed to be asking management to reassert their authority over their 
various WDCs. 


Efficiency and honesty not class and ideology 


Parallel to these two effects stemming from over-reliance on Western capi- 
tal markets, is a new tendency to openly declare that all appointments up 
to the highest levels of government will be strictly based on merit rather 
than ideo-political and class considerations. From the last week of 
August, when the Chairman spoke to the nation on radio and television, 
one recurrent theme in speeches and statements of secretaries has been that 
honest, efficient and intelligent people are what is needed by the revolu- 
\10n to carry Out its programme. The days when class position, ideological 
and political considerations mattered in appointments are over. No class 
will be excluded from getting appointments in Government. At the 
inauguration of the Greater Accra Consultative Council, the first of its 
kind under the PNDC, the Chairman seized the opportunity again to 
hammer home this point. The Committee consisted of very elderly people, 
including Dr H.S. Bannerman, who, in 1969, founded and led the National 
Party (‘Abaaba Se’). As the Secretary for Culture and Tourism said when 
he represented the Chairman at the celebration of the Akwapim peoples’ 
Odwira festival, the PNDC does not hate any class of people but rather 11 
wants men who are trustworthy, hardworking, honest and dedicated to 


build the nation. 


The political and security factor 


Equally important as a condition for the effective implementation of the 
Plan is the political and security situation of the country. Since the PNDC 
came to power it has faced political opposition from some Ghanaians both 
at home and abroad. First, there are the political opponents in exile mostly 
in Britain, and the Republic of Togo and the Ivory Coast, Ghana's next 
door neighbours. Second, there are the members of the liberal professions 
more to the right on the political spectrum and some earlier supporters of 
the PNDC more to the left who felt that the regime contained within itself 
dangerous right-wing tendencies which could set the clock of progress 
back. The cold-blooded murder of three judges and a retired army officer 
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in June 1982, the resignations of PNDC members Brigadier Nunoo- 
Mensah, Chris Atim Bukari, Rev. Dr Damuah and the arrest and deten- 
tion of Sgt Daniel Alolga Akata-Pore following the crisis of October 29 
1982; the coup attempts of 23 November 1982 and June 19 1983, anti- 
budget demonstrations in Kumasi and Takoradi, anti-government 
demonstrations by university students as well as ultimatums to the PNDC 
to step down issued by the Association of Recognised Professional Bodies 
and the University Teachers Association of Ghana have not only given rise 
to a stiff internal political opposition but also posed both actual and 
potential security threats. 

Now, however, this threat has considerably abated. Trials, 
executions, arrests and detentions, voluntary and involuntary exile and 
closure of the universities did the trick. Three of the accused in the judges 
case were tried and executed. So also were some of those involved in coup 
attempts. Others were handed long jail sentences. Some political 
opponents who were not quick to flee into exile were arrested and placed in 
custody. In fact in recent times the voice of organised internal political 
opposition has not been audible. The only source of organised opposition 
still active is external —the campaign for Democracy in Ghana and now 
the Ghana Democratic Union plus a few more, so widely scattered around 
the world and terribly disorganised that they can hardly be considered a 
serious threat to the regime. But the Force Commander, Brigadier Arnold 
Quainoo, has repeatedly given the nation to understand that Ghana's 
Armed Forces are in full combat readiness to repel any threat from 
outside. To underscore this point, once every month or so the military go 
on a route march through the principal streets in the capital city to 
demonstrate their strength and professional readiness. 


Apart from the show of strength by the Ghana Armed Forces, 
repeatedly said to be one of the best in Africa, militia training has been 
organised for many civilians. They include members of Workers and 
Peoples defence Committees, wives of forcemen and policemen and many 
civilian workers. The National Cadre Training school at Legon (now 
Suspended) has turned out about 2,000 cadres after two sessions. It is 
probably not for nothing that Captain Kodjo Tsikata is reported to have 
said in Cuba that the situation in Ghana is now completely in the hands of 
the ruling Council. 

The situation may well be in the hands of the Council — at the moment 
there is some calm and political serenity. Even though there is wide 
speculation that the universities will be reopened in the middle of October, 
this is not likely to change the political situation very much. Students and 
faculty members are all anxious to get down to work. The only strong and 
organised political opposition to the Government remains the external cne 
which is fiercely pro-West in its political orientation. But if the economic 
measures being taken by the Government and the favourable reaction of 
western financiers and investors is anything to go by then even the external 
right-wing Opposition may very soon be redundant. 


CSO: 3400/793 
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MAURITIUS 


FORMATION OF LABOR PARTY ASSOCIATION REPORTED 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 20 Feb 84 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Members of the Labor Party filed documents with the Registrar of Asso- 
ciations this morning in order to register an association called the Mauritius 
Labor Party, in accordance with the terms of the Registration of Association 
Act of 1978. 


The president of the association will be Sir Satcam Boolell and the secretary 
Vijay Venkatasamy. Suresh Moorba and Ramesh Jeewoolall, attorneys, acted on 
behalf of the member-founders of the new association. 


What is the reason for this curious development when we know that the Mauri- 
tius Labor Party (MLP) has already existed for over 40 years on the political 
scene? Quite simply, the political parties do not (as demonstrated by various 
cases brought before the courts) have any actual legal status and are regis- 
tered only with the election commissioner for the purposes of the elections 

and candidacies and rarely with the Registrar of Associations. The only 
political party legally registered as an association is the Mauritian Social- 
ist Party (PSM), which is also registered as a PSM club and can therefore 
continue to exist, as revealed during the course of the Yousouf Maudarboccus vs 
LE SOCIALISTE trial. 


Several members of the Labor Executive Board have therefore decided to have 

the party registered as an association also, especially since it was rumored 
yesterday that at a meeting of anti-Boolell Labor elements this weekend, the 
possibility of registering a Mauritius Labor Party Association had been brought 
up for the purpose of officializing a faction opposing the current executive 
officers. 


The founding members of the association (who have already voted that the color 
red and the key symbol cannot be used by the Alliance) also want to prevent 
any future registration of a new political party or association using the word 
"labor.'' This development comes following rumors that dissident members of 
Parliament from the Labor Party might set up a new party called the Parliamen- 
tary Labor Party. 


11,464 
CSO: 3419/499 


33 














MAURITIUS 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON DIPLOMATIC REALIGNMENT 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 8 Feb 84 p 4 


— 


/Atticle by Lindsay Riviere: "Diplomacy: M Gayan's Agonies'"'/ 


/Text/ Could the new regime's diplomacy be on the verge of a significant 
realignment capable of compromisng Mauritius’ long-term economic interests 
and unfavorably affecting the country's image abroad? 


In any case, that is the impression given by the surprising remarks made Sunday 
in WEEK-END by the minister of foreign affairs, M Anil Gayan. 


What is Mauritius’ diplomatic head, in essence, saying? 


1) That the efforts which the Island of Mauritius is currently exerting with 

regard to the Arab world "would be very risky" if Mauritius were "too strongly 
aligned with South Africa, "for the Arabs know about the South Africa/Israel/ 

Taiwan axis," and "would look very unfavorably" upon any Mauritian diplomatic 

initiative regarding Pretoria. 


2) That Mauritius "therefore must not compromise everything" by surrendering 
to the South African siren song, and must be able to resist "South Africa's 
offers, especially ones which are very enticing," and not "give in to panic," 
because "politically, the price would be very great." 


3) Along with those practical demands, M Anil Galan includes a moral dimension. 
Mauritius cannot, he says, "go from the state of virginity to that o7 prostitu- 
tion," because, he goes on to explain, "once one's innocence is lost, it cannot 
recovered," and once "compromise has been accepted, dignity can never be regained." 


What was said Sunday probably rattled the telexes of foreign embassies on our 
soil. 


For, after all, who has been talking in the press these days~--opposition or 
otherwise--about South Africa's "very enticing offers?" No one that we know 

of. Why does M Anil Gayan feel obliged to drop hints about it publically? 

Because there is something brewing and he wants us to know it. Then what is 

it? Something, we should understand, that, if they are careful, could "compromise 
everything" (with regard to the Arab world) and possibly cause the country to 

go "from the state of (diplomatic) virginity to prostitution." 
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Mauritius’ diplomatic virginity is certainly quite relative, ever since the 
stunts of the Ramgoolan regime, but the evocation by a diplomatic official of 
a possible "prostitution"--certainly not a very diplomatic term--could very 
well produce some frowns. 
What is this "compromise," which, were it accepted, would cause Mauritius to 
risk losing "its dignity" on the international scene? In that regard, everyone 
certainly has his own little idea, but M Anil Gayan ought to explain himself, 
since he is the one responsible for preserving precisely that national dignity 
on the international scene. 


This also touches on another sensitive matter: M Anil Gayan has for several 
months made a big point of recalling--whenever he has thought it necessary--that 
he, and only he, is authorized to speak for Mauritian diplomacy. Yet how could 

we possibly "go from the state of diplomatic virginity to prostitution" without 
his endorsement or without an action personally involving him on the international 
scene? We are, therefore, obliged to conclude that it is possible some actions 

in the future (due to "panic'"?) are intended with regard to South Africa, without 
him or against his wishes. In that case, therefore, he would not be what he 
claims, that is, "the only one" able to give an account and carry on Mauritian 
diplomacy. 


With regard to South Africa, since March 1983, the minister of foreign affairs 
has adopted a tone and behavior closer to those of the former MMM/PSM /Mauritian 
Socialist Party/ regime than those which his new political friends have displayed 
over the years. Last November, visiting Australia after a trip to India, he 
refused to travel on "South African Airways." In WEEK-END on Sunday, he urged 
the Mauritians not to lose sight of the fact that South Africa "is only looking 
out for its own short-term and long-term interests," and that the country's 
enticing offers" are "posing a moral and political problem," and even a serious 
economic one. His behavior seems consistent up to now: go after trade, but 
let's not make too much of it! 





But everyone agrees that one wing of the government has a common open door 
approach both toward South Africa as well as the Arab world, clearly seeing 
there no incompatibility or possible conflict of interests. 


Between the "status quo" which the head of the government, M Jugnauth, and the 
minister of foreign affairs seem to favor, and the "open door" sumbolized by 
the "private" visit of M Herve Duval to South Africa a few months ago, as well 
as Sir Gaetan Daval's increasing contacts with the Arab world, a new debate is 
stirring within the ranks of the regime, produced by the collection of many 
opposites. 


Because of this, Mauritian diplomacy appears to be underoing its first important 
test: in how many camps will it pitch its tent? 


9475 
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MAURITIUS 


MMM HITS IMF, WORLD BANK 'DOUBLE-TALK' 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 23 Feb 84 pp 1, 5 


[Excerpts] At a press conference held yesterday on Rue de la Poudriere, 

Paul Berenger, accompanied by MMM officers, condemned the about face of Jug- 
nauth and Lutchmeenaraidoo on the IMF and the World Bank. Berenger once again 
emphasized that the only commitment made by him as minister to the IMF was to 
replace the IRA [Industrial Relations Act] “in the course of 1983" by a new 
law "which will encourage a system of private sector wage settlements based 

on genuine bargaining between employees and employers at the level of indivi- 
dual firms and industry." 


Berenger recalled the resounding statement by the prime minister in Triolet 
in February 1983 against the World Bank and the IMF. The Language used on 

13 February 1984 is different in tone. This "double-talk," Berenger said, 

is a bad omen for the future. In his opinion, Jugnauth's about-face is all 
the more remarkable because it comes at a time when the conditions imposed by 
the IMF and the World Bank are increasingly questioned throughout the world. 
No later than yesterday, Robert Muldoon of New Zealand condemned them. 


"It is within the context of the prime minister's about-face that the problem 
of the rice and flour increase which the government is now trying to make 
public opinion is posed. On this point, one must recall the solemn commitment 
made by Lutchmeenaraidoo and the government in the 11 October budget spee h 

to the effect that the prices of rice and flour will not go up. One must ulso 
recall that when I myself commented on the budget on 17 October, I warned the 
government against the foreseeable evolution of prices on the world market and 
the cost of freight. The truth is that after making a solemn commitment that 
rice and flour prices would not go up, it is the incompetence and lack of 
foresight on the part of the government that now causes it to try to make 
public opinion accept one more turnabout. The MMM condemns this and reserves 
the right, if the government persists in moving ahead with the rice and flour 
increases, to move into action when Parliament comes back into session," Beren- 
ger concluded. 


Moving on to what he called another about face of the prime minister on the 
matter of the World Bank and the IMF, Berenger recalled the circumstances in 
which those organizations had asked to review the method of negotiations so 
as to lead to sectorial discussions. The Cabinet, meeting in a special 


36 








session on 14 March 1983 (following discussions by several ministers, includ- 
ing Berenger, Cuttaree and Ruhee) and the trade unions, rejected the "draft 
letter of intent" of the IMF and, following discussions, approved in its 

place another text in which, Berenger emphasized, there was no commitment 

that there would be no national negotiations for the annual wage compensation. 
The only commitment dealt with the replacement of the IRA during the year. 


"Unfortunately for Mauritius," Berenger continued, "on 22 March the MMM 
ministers left and the commitment to replace the IRA was not kept. The old 
Company's Ordinance of 1913, which was to be replaced, was not either, making 
any genuine bargaining at the level of the enterprises and sectors impossible. 
Even more serious is the fact that following the resignation of the MMM min- 
isters, Jugnauth, in a lettre to De la Rosiere, general director of the IMF, 
seems to promise on behalf of Mauritius that in 1984, there will be no na- 
tional negotiations on the annual wage compensation, but only sectorial nego- 
tiations. It would appear that that is the commitment of the Jugnauth govern- 
ment, which gives the IMF free reign, which is why we shall renew our chal- 
lenge to the government and the prime minister to publish the letter he wrote, 
just as the letter of intent of 21 March 1983, in which there was nothing to 
hide and in which there was no commitment harmful to wage earners, was pub- 
lished." 


With respect to the World Bank and the IMF, Lutchmeenaraidoo said, on behalf 
of the government and within the framework of his budget speech in October 
and at various press conferences since that time, that there was no question 
of Mauritius’ still borrowing on the private international Eurodollar market. 
But on 16 February 1984, there was another turnabout: Lutchmeenaraidoo said 
that it is possible that in May or June, Mauritius will again be forced to 
borrow on that market. ''We denounce that," Berenger said. 


11.464 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


PRC SPORTS GIFT--The People's Republic of China has made a gift of sports 
equipment worth 600,000 rupees to the Mauritian Government within the frame- 
work of the organization of the second edition of the Indian Ocean Island 
Games, to take place in Mauritius next year. The pertinent documents were 
signed in Port Louis yesterday morning by Anil Gayan, minister of foreign 
affairs, tourism and emigration, and Chen Feng, Chinese ambassador. At the 
signing ceremony, Gayan said that Mauritius and China have common historic, 
cultural and linguistic ties and that they have cooperated in various domains 
ever since a friendship and cultural agreement was signed between the two 
nations. For his part, the Chinese ambassador said that the decision of the 
Beijing government to grant sports equipment to Mauritius was made at the time 
of the visit of Prime Minister Anerood Jugnauth to China in May of last year. 
He emphasized that the gift is a modest contribution to the second edition of 
the Indian Ocean Island Games, but that it nevertheless symbolizes the friend- 
ship between the two governments. For Chen Feng, the holding of the games 

is not simply a sports event, but an indication of South-South cooperation 

in the region of the Indian Ocean. [Excerpts] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS in 
French 16 Feb 84 p 5] 11,464 


FTS ACTIVITIES--The coordinating committee of the Socialist Workers Front 
(FTS), a party being formed by members of the Fraternal Organization, met 
once again on Sunday to evaluate the work done to date. The members of the 
committee also appointed a treasurer in the person of Darcet Benoit. Accord- 
ing to sources close to the coordinating committee, the promoters of this new 
political party are fully satisfied with the welcome extended to them by 
persons contacted to date. The FTS organizers have so far set up regional 
committees in Trou-d'Eau-Douce, Montagne-Blanche, Bambous, Rose Hill, Rose 
Belle and Port Louis. They propose to set up such groups throughout the dif- 
ferent districts of the island. The FTS has also decided to hold its first 
public activity on 1 May. A congress bringing together delegates from the 
different regions will therefore be organized. [Text] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS 
in French 21 Feb 84 p 7] 11,464 


NEW TEXTILE COMPANY--Textile Industries Limited, which includes Leisure Gar- 
ments (Plaine Lauzun and Vacoas), which employs 500 persons, intends to set 

up a new company of Casual Garments Limited, which will hire 1,000 employees 
for its first phase of operation next month. The announcement was made in 

a bulletin from the Ministry of Information, which also announces the imminent 
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creation of 500 additional jobs by Leisure Garments. Casual Garments will 
be housed in a 66,000 square foot building. The Textile Industries Limited 
Group recently increased its labor force from 200 to 1,000 in Plaine Lauzun 
and from 200 to 600 (in Vacoas) last year. The group, which now employs 
2,100 persons, will have 4,000 workers in March 1985, the bulletin states. 
With the creation of the new company, the turnover, which was 5 million 
rupees in 1972, will total 250 million rupees in March 1985. Charles Pau, 
managing director of the group, compared the move by Textile Industries with 
the policy of creating jobs of the government, to which the industrial firm 
wants to give its support. It should be noted that Textile Industries 
Limited operates under the direction of the Esquel Group Companies of Hong 
Kong and markets its products in the United ‘States, France and the United 
Kingdom. [Text] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 22 Feb 84 p 4] 11,464 
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NAMIBIA 


SKIRMISH WITH SWAPO, BATTLE STATISTICS REPORTED 

Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 13 Mar 84 p 1 

[Text] The smell of cordite clashes with the pungent earthy smell of 
Namibia's rainy season when the peaceful dorp of Omitara was shattered with 


its first taste of the bushwar yesterday. 


In a bloody fire-fight two SWAPO guerillas, part of a group of 14 that 
pushed their way in from Botswana, were shot dead. 


The raiders were shot 100km east of Windhoek, the furthest south of any group 
and 1,5km east of Rietfontein, at 5 pm yesterday as storm clouds gathered. 


SAPA reported the death in the Operational Area of Staff Sergeant David John 
Ward, 25. 


He died in action against SWAPO on Sunday. 


Security has been tight throughout the country following the reports of the 
presence of 800 SWAPO guerillas in the country since February 15. 





A diplomatic spokesman today said SWAPO's present activities could probably 
be seen as a "scramble" by the organisation to get as many people into the 
country as possible. 


It could also be seen as an attempt to get some political prestige as its 
military presence in Angola was being eroded. 


He pointed out the Joint Military Commission had effectively begun sitting 
on March 2 in Cuvelai as that was the earliest opportunity for the two sides 
to muster their necessary forces together. 


The source said it was highly likely there would be some problems when two 
sides, who had very recently been shooting at each other, had to operate 
jointly. 
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A SWA Territory Force spokesman said today there had been 90 incidents 


involving SWAPO insurgents in February 1983, while there had been 62 last 
month. 


Last year SWAPO's crack special unit known as the Volcano squad, infiltrated 
on February 12 and penetrated the mainly white-owned commercial farming area 
in the Death Triangle of Tsumeb, Otavi, Grootfontein. 
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NAMIBIA 


FAPLA CLASH WITH SWAPO REPORTED 
Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 15 Mar 84 p 1 
[Article by Peter Kenny] 


[Text] Units of the Angolan Army, FAPLA, have engaged SWAPO guerillas 
attempting to’move through southern Angola according to reports received 
today. 


The SWA Territory Force would not comment today on reports that FAPLA 
forces have shot dead SWAPO guerillas in southern Angola. 


Neither would the SWATF comment on reports that a mutiny has broken out 
in the Tobias Haemyeko SWAPO camp near Lubango and that FAPLA forces had 
been used to quell it. 


In Windhoek last night, however, the headquarters of the SWATF issued a 
release saying 30 insurgents had been killed in the past week in the 
Operational Area by members of the security forces. 


An earlier report today in Windhoek said FAPLA forces had shot dead SWAPO 
guerillas trying to move southwards from north of Cuvelai. 


Cuvelai is the headquarters of the Joint Monitoring Commission of South 
Africa and Angola, monitoring the disengagement of South African forces from 
Angola in terms of the Lusaka agreement signed on February 16. 


It could not be ascertained if the SWAPO fighters had been killed by Angolans 
working in liaison with the JMC. 


In terms of the Lusaka agreement SA forces will withdraw from Angola and the 
Angolans will in turn not allow SWAPO to use southern Angola as a launchpad 
for attacks into Namibia. 


According to sources, the South Africans have expressed concern about the 
ability of the Angolans to keep their side of the agreement, although they 
have expressed no doubts about their good faith. 


A spokesman for the United States Liaison office in Windhoek could not 
comment on the reports about the camp mutiny or the FAPLA engagement of 
SWAPO fighters. 
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Meanwhile, according to the SWATF statement issued last night, SWAPO 
guerillas continued attacks on security force bases and civilians inside 
Namibia. 


Two civilians were murdered by SWAPO raiders near Nkurenkuru in West Kavango 
on March 6 according to the communique. 


The statement confirmed a mortar attack with about 20 rockets on a Police 
base at Oshikuku, 35km north west of Oshakati at the weekend. 


No damage was done to the base, but two civilians were slightly injured and 
they were treated at the Ondangwa clinic. 


At another base near Omungwelume, SWAPO raiders opened fire with six 82mm 
mortar bombs. The communique said none of the rockets hit their target. 


On Tuesday night saboteurs damaged the railway line at Bobos, about 20km 
south of Tsumeb, using plastic explosives. 


Earlier this week two guerillas were shot dead near Omitara, 100km east of 
Windhoek. 
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NAMIBIA 


BOTSWANA SAID TO HAVE BEEN ENTRY PORT FOR GUERRILLAS 
Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 8 Mar 84 pp l, 5 


[Text] SWAPO guerillas who clashed with security forces on farms in 
Rietfontein in the Gobabis district may have entered the country through 
Botswane. 


Fourteen SWAPO insurgents penetrated the Rietfontein farming area 150km 
northeast of Gobabis, the Commissioner of the SWA Police Major General 
Dolf Gouws said yesterday. 


It is the first time since SWAPO began its armed campaign nearly 18 years 
ago that clashes have occurred on the Botswana border. 


The Press Liaison Officer of the SWA Police, Inspector Kierie du Rand said 
today "there is the possibility" the insurgents came to the area from 


Botswana. 


But another source said it was thought the guerillas penetrated Namibia 
from Botswana, but began their thrust into the area in Kavango. 


Inspector Du Rand said today the security forces had shot dead another two 
SWAPO fighters. 


He said: "This is seen as an isolated attempt by SWAPO to gain its lost 
image from certain African states." 


Two members of the security forces sustained light injuries in the clashes 
Inspector Du Rand confirmed. 


However, he could not give further details. 


The two further insurgents reported to have been shot yesterday, brought to 
five the total shot in the Gobabis operation. 


Follow-up operations were continuing and nine SWAPO guerillas are reported 
to be still on the run in the Rietfontein farming area. 








Reports reaching The Advertiser yesterday said the first clashes occurred on 
Sunday on the farm Wildskrag. 


Two farmers, Mr Jacobs Kisten, 21, and Mr Gabriel Mbuende, were badly wounded 
and rushed to the Gobabis hospital for emergency treatment. 


Both men were transferred to the casualty ward of the Katutura hospital in 
Windhoek yesterday. 


They received chest and rib-cage treatment for shrapnel wounds and one was 
operated on yesterday. Mr Kisten is in a critical condition while Mr 
Mbuende is recovering. 


Observers believe SWAPO is making strong efforts to penetarte Namibia 
through all possible routes in anticipation of the closing of their bases 
in southern Angola. 


So far, 800 SWAPO insurgents are reported to have ertered Namibia since the 
disengagement began, the SA Security Forces say. 


The insurgents were trying to push south in Namibia as far as possible 
because Angola has promised to discipline them on their territory in terms 
of the disengagemen. agreement with South Africa. 


Sabotage attacks on the Ondangwa airbase and on Opuwa in Kaokoland were 
carried out since the process began. 


A military source was quoted by the Rand Daily Mail yesterday as saying a 
spectacular act of sabotage could be expected every 10 days or so and that 
the insurgents would avoid contact with the security forces. 


In his statement yesterday General Gouws called on the public to ignore all 
rumours about the latest incursion close to the Botswana border. 


The Advertiser has received reports that a communal grazing farm, Talismanis, 
in the Rietfontein Bloc, was buzzing with military activity at the begin- 


ning of this week. 


In a press release, Gen Gouws said the situation was under control and the 
public would be kept informed. 
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NAMIBIA 


HERERO BUDGET REPORTEDLY DELIBERATELY OVERSPENT 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 6 Mar 84 p 10 


[Text] Windhoek--The Herero ethnic authority in SWA has overspent by RL5 
521-million its total budget of R19 576-million for the 1982/83 financial 
year, the Thirion Commission of Inquiry says in its latest interim report 
released in Windhoek yesterday. 


No authority was given by the Treasury to exceed the bulget, which was over- 
spent by 79,23 percent. 


The commission, chaired by Mr Justice P.W. Thirion, of Natal, said the Herero 
Administration had deliberately exceeded its budget in the knowledge that 

the central government would not allow the second-tier authority to become 
bankrupt. 


"Not only is it irresponsible conduct, but a disturbing development," the 
judge found. 


Among irregularities uncovered in the expenditure were the purchase of a 
hotel as a going concern at Okahandja by the Herero Administration, the 
building of a house for the Herero leader, Mr Kuaima Riruako and an increase 
in salaries and subsidies paid to Mr Riruakc, headmen and members of the 
Legislative Assembly. 


Records in the personnel section and the social pensions department were 
in "chaos."" The Commission had found numerous examples of double payment 
and uncontrolled payment of monthly pension benefits. 


The commission also found that the Herero Executive Committee had acted 
contrary to "the best interests of the Herero people" in using State funds 
to acquire farms for themselves, Mr Riruako, members of the Legislative 
Assembly and influential Herero businessmen. 


Among the Commission's recommendations were that legislation be tightened 
to enable the Department of Finance in the central Government to exercise 
control over expenditure of the second-tier authorities.--SAPA 
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NAMIBIA 


ONLY SOUND LEADERSHIP SAID ABLE TO HELP 'DESTROYED' COUNTRY 
Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 84 p 10 
[Editorial: "Follow the Right Course"} 


[Text] One wonders whether those responsible for the destruction of South 
West Africa have a right to appeal to citizens to be suppliants before the 
Almighty and to beseech Him to bless the country with copious rains. A 
pharisaical touch in such an appeal, we daresay, for the right and godly 
thing to do is to live according to the unbending prescriptions dictated by 
nature in our country. 


Of course we do not live in accordance with nature in this country of ours; 
no, we live in strict compliance with the urges of greed and ravage, for how 
on earth is it possible to have destroyed 324 000 square miles inhabited by 
only a million people? 


Destroyed it is. He who has sprung from the soil of this land, and who has 
lived with its dying pulse throughout his lifetime, he knows what is meant 

by this. The land is dead, and not even rain brings grass any longer for 

it is destroyed to the core. Only far reaching action based on policies 
devised by people bent on saving their country can pull us from the ever- 
growing abyss. Not hypocritical appeals, and then self-righeous utterances 

by people who have no clue about this country, and neither any feeling for it. 


God is not to be found in a day of prayer. God is to be found in a way of 
living, and one of the first commandments to be followed in seeking a godly 
way of living is to protect your environment, and to live in total balance 
with it, and not to be a vulture. The right policies, the right approach 

in agriculture in an arid land such as ours, and we will master all droughts. 


But then, we are in need of a controlling body that understands our problems 
and that body must come out of the people, and must not be appointees by 
foreign powers. We are thus in the first place in dire need of a controlling 
system that loves the land, and whose heart beats for the land, and not for 
the interests of a home somewhere else in the world. 


We are, in short, in need of sanity, of clean and sound administration. It 
is a simple formula. 


CSO: 3400/783 


47 











NAMIBIA 


BRIEFS 


FEDERAL PARTY LEADER RETIRES--WINDHOEK.--The leader of the Federal Party in 
SWA, Mr Bryan O'Linn, has announced his retirement from the leadership of the 
FP. In a statement issued in Windhoek yesterday, Mr O'Linn said business and 
personal commitments had forced him "to withdraw from active participation in 
party politics for the immediate future." [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 20 Mar 84 p 2] 
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NIGER 


RESULTS OF FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF CND NOTED 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 395, 20 Feb 84 p 5 


/Text/ The first regular session of the National Council for 
Development /CND/ ended its work last Friday at the Congress Building 
after 5 days of long and fruitful debates under the presidency of Mr 
Oumarou Mamane. This after the extraordinary session held in 
November 1983 that saw the setting up of organic structures of the 
National Council for Development. 


At the opening of this session, important for the life of the nation, 
the president of the CND struck the right note by telling the 
participants that they would have to deal with a crowded agenda of 
sixteen points relating particularly to the formulation of the 
national charter, to the function and the organization of the 
institutions of the Society for Development and to decentralization. 
The council members will also have to consider the statute for, and 
the function of, the development councillors, the national solidarity 
actions to help the people exposed to or devastated by natural 
disasters and the fight against desert encroachment. 


Hence a whole number of points of prime interest to the life of our 
people. Pending the elaboration of the national charter, all measures 
have been taken to ensure a nationwide discussion on this fundamental 
question. This is why Mr Oumarou Mamane insisted once more on 
participation in the debate on the national charter which, beyond 
being a simple step left to everybody's discretion, is a duty we owe 
ourselves to accomplish. 


At the end of the proceedings of the first regular session, the president 
of CND stressed that this meeting obviously represented the first 
faltering steps and the apprenticeship of democracy. It was also a 

test for the agencies of the institution. The lessons to be drawn at 
present are numerous and give reason to be satisfied with the results 
achieved. And they are not minor. 


There is above all the atmosphere of the debates which reveal a strong 
sense of patriotism. The discussions, although at times passionate, 
have been marked by tolerance and courtesy. It is the very spirit of 
consensus. Then, the problems debated by the plenary assembly were 
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concrete problems of development, problems facing our people. Thus, 
quite naturally, the talk, in national languages, was about production, 
about pastures, about wells and boreholes, about the fight against 
desertification, about social problems, etc... 


Through the use of our national langauges each national councilmen 

felt involved in what was said and was encouraged to speak spontaneously 
in order to express his own point of view. Points of view of an 
unsuspected relevance sometimes: This session finally allowed the 
councillors to agree on the way in which the working agenda of their 
various councils for development should henceforth be established. 


Thus, in the future, the development councils, at the level of the 
village, tribe or district, will forward, at the end of their sessions, 
those problems which exceed their competence and capacity to local 
development councils for inclusion in the agenda of the next higher 
sessions. This procedure will be followed right to the level of the 
regional development councils which, in turn, will communicate to the 
CND the issues that appear to them to be of nationwide interest. 


Among the decisions made in the course of this first regular 

session, the president of the CND particularly stressed the resolution 
concerning the role of the development councilman who first of all has 
to be a militant of development. Mr Oumarou Mamane also expressed 

the wish that the appeal to our countrymen hit by the personnel cutbacks 
for a massive return to the land should be heard. 


For our part we hope that the various national development councilmen, 
fortified by all that has been said, are going to prepare themselves 
resolutely to organize and conduct, each in his area of responsibility, 
a wide campaign of encouragement, awareness, information and explanation 
regarding the actual scope of a charter. They, as militants of 
development and no longer as militants of rhetoric and demagogy, must 
always be listening to the people and seeking its welfare. 
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NIGERIA 


GOVERNMENT URGED TO WAGE CAMPAIGN ON FAMILY PLANNING 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 16 Feb 84 p 3 
[Editorial in the column "Daily Times Opinion": "Population Control"] 


[Text] Generally, the idea of birth control doesn't appeal to most 
Nigerians. They see it as an alien practice which is against their 
culture, in which the more the number of children one has, the higher one's 
social status. It is also seriously frowned on by adherents of the tradi- 
tional religion, the christians and the muslims. These three dominant 
religious groups in the country regard any form of birth control as an 
ungodly act. 


But one undeniable fact is that many of the nation's socio-economic problems 
are caused by an uncontrolled population explosion. Right now, the annual 
population growth of this country as contained in the World Development 
Report is 3.5 percent. This is among the highest in the world. 


Unfortunately, the provision of socio-economic facilities has seriously 

lagged behind the growth in population. Consequently, in some parts of the 
country, particularly in the urban slums like Ajegunie, there are between 
eight and twelve persons in one room. Moreover, available hospitals, schools, 
pipe-borne water, electricity supply, as well as jobs are all terribly 
inadequate to meet the needs of the ever-increasing population. Lack of 

jobs has resulted in social vices such as armed robbery, prostitution, 

touting and currency trafficking. The situation has degenerated to a stage 
where even university graduates no longer get jobs. 


The rapidly-increasing population, especially at this time of declining 

national revenue due to the fall in the demand for oil, has drastically 

reduced the nation's per capita income. Obviously, this means a fall in 
the people’s standard of living; more so, now that the nation is experi- 
encing a three-digit inflation. 


If Nigerians are prepared to maintain a standard of living fairly comparable 


to what obtains in the industrial nations, they must make deliberate efforts 
to check population growth in this country. 
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Last year's quit order on more than two million illegal aliens showed 
Nigerians’ apprehension of the adverse consequences of over-population. 
But that was only a palliative measure which could not elicit a profound 
positive effect on the provision of job opportunities, reduction of prices 
and crime rate‘as well as other problems engendered by over-population. 


The time has, therefore, come for us to devise a more purposeful strategy 

to regulate population growth in the country. We would suggest that the 
official attitude to abortion should be reviewed dispassionately. In fact, 
the government should introduce some disincentives, as it is currently 

done in China and India, to discourage parents from having too many children. 


Since birth control has always met with stout opposition in this country, 
the government should embark on a persuasive nation-wide enlightenment 
campaign to enable Nigerians appreciate the socio-economic benefits of 
having only the children that they can adequately cater for without any 
negative effect on their standard of living. 
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NIGERIA 


7. 


BRIEFS 


THREE KILLED IN BENDEL CLASH--Issele-Uku [Bendel], 16 Mar (NAN)--At least three 
persons have died and several others have been injured in a clash between 
Obamkpa and Ukwunzu communities in Aniocha local government area of Bendel over 
a piece of land. Two of the dead were named as Monye Egbe, an Enugu-based 
businessman, and Chief William Jideonwo-Odiga. The third victim has not been 
identified at the time of this report. A correspondent of the NEWS AGENCY OF 
NIGERIA [NAN] who visited the area on Wednesday said that Ukwunzu was deserted 
and that schools in the town were closed. The quarrel over the piece of land 
was Said to have started over 13 years ago. The chief of Ukwunzu, Obi 
Christopher Ogoh I, told NAN that the trouble began on Saturday when a group of 
Obamkpa indigenes attacked a security man, Akaezuwa Uyanna, at Ukwunzu grammar 
school and inflicted machete cuts on him. The Obi of Obankpa, Chief Ezeka 
Chide II, who claimed that his community was celebrating an annual festival 

for the purification of the town when the trouble started, said that he was 

sad over the killings, adding that the death of Chief Jideonwo-Odeiga was 

a terrible loss to the town. The doctor in charge of St Theresa's hospital, 
Isele-—Ukwu, Dr Joseph Jocob, told NAN that five persons had been treated at the 
hospital for gunshot wounds. The police in Benin, who confirmed the clash, said 
that eight persons had been arrested over the incident. [Text] [AB161258 

Lagos NAN in English 1240 GMT 16 Mar 84] 


POLICE OFFICERS RETIRED--Another group of 673 police officers has been retired. 
The grounds for their retirement range from age, disciplinary measures, to 
decline in productivity. Thirty-four senior officers were retired in January. 
A statement by the force headquarters said that the exercise is part of the 
efforts by the police administration to rid the force of deadwood and unde- 
sirable officers. [Text] [AB171205 Lagos Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 
17 Mar 84] 


STUDENTS WARNED AGAINST DEMONS TRATING--Benin, 19 Mar (NAN)--The Bendel police 
command has said that it will not tolerate any form of student's demonstration. 
The command said in a statement in Benin on Friday that it was aware that 
students in the state were planning to demonstrate against the government's 
decision to re-introduce school fees. The command said that a delegation of 

the students ought to discuss their grievances with the state military governor. 
It appealed to the students to head the warning in their own interest. [Text] 
[AB191235 Lagos NAN in English 1200 GMT 19 Mar 84] 
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OPPOSITION TO FORMATION OF MUSLIM PARTY VOICED 
Cape Town MUSLIM NEWS in English 10 Feb 84 p 1 
[Editorial: "A Muslim political party?"] 


[Text] MUSLIM NEWS has been reliably informed that in recent months, 
attempts have been made by certain individuals to form a ‘Muslim political 
party’ to contest the elections for seats in the proposed tri-cameral par- 
liament of the Pretoria regime. When approached for comment the people 
alleged to have convassed for the formation of such a party, denied any 
association to or knowledge of such an organisation. 


Despite these denials, we have reason to believe that efforts made in this 
direction came to nought as a result of a large number of 'prospective can- 
didates' vehemently rejecting the idea and refusing to have anything to do 
with such an organisation. 


It is preposterous for any Muslim to suggest that a 'Muslim Political Party 
be established in order to participate in the so-called new political dis- 
pensation. 


Muslims do not want to be seen in the racist tri-cameral parliament; still 
less do they want to assist in the implementation of the modification of 
Apartheid. 


Muslims are not reformists but revolutionaries for the Ummah, as a global 
community of truth, action and justice, is of necessity, a global liberatory 
movement. Under no circumstances can they operate within the existing 
oppressive social order nor can they co-operate with these elements who are 
perpetuating the racist division of the people. 


As an ideological unit of the oppressed, we are in constant and perpetual 
conflict with all unjust social orders and ruling classes. 


And because of the scope, nature and objective of our involvement we must 
remain as an extra-parliamentary opposition. 


At this very moment our opposition is already national in scope, liberatory 
in objective and revolutionary in method. 
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"And why should he not fight in the Cause of Allah and of those 
who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)?' 
os 


(Qur'an 4:25) 


We are not fighting a ditferent struggle than the rest of the oppressed peo- 
ple. WE ARE FIGHTING THE SAME STRUGGLE FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE, that 
is, from a different ideological position. 


And as the Ummah we desire to remain in the vanguard of the struggle against 
oppression, and our highest of aspirations is to sacrifice our lives in the 
Cause of Aliah. 

Let those lackeys and opportunists who use the name of Islam for their 


personal benefit and self glorification be warned: Do not disgrace Muslims 
and Islam by compromising our principles. 


CSO: 3400/723 
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WEST EXPECTED TO FINANCE PEACE IN AFRICA 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 1l Mar 84 p 21 | 
[Article by Fleur de Villiers] 


[Text] "SMALL countries tend to genuflect to proximate power unless they are 
confident of being able to invoke some greater power than their own to counter 
the power they fear." 


Colonel Jonathan Alford, deputy director of the Institute of Strategic Studies 
in London, was not referring to a recent development in Southern Africa which, 
like an uninvited guest at the feast, dominated the thoughts, if not the papers, 
of delegates to the SA Institute of International Affairs jubilee conference 

on regional co-operation in Cape Town this week. 


Instead, at a meeting which, like the rest of the world, was caught embarrass- 
ingly unprepared by the sudden outbreak of Southern African treaties, the 
British strategist was talking about Nato. 


But his message was not lost on the conference. For in a series of swift 
moves which left the world stunned and incredulous, some practical politicians 
a few blocks up the road from the hotel where the puzzled pundits were meeting, 
had proved the truth of Col Alford's harsh dictum. 


From a devastated Luanda to a hungary Maputo, small countries are bending the 
knee to the proximate power of Pretoria, and are being rapidly stitched into 
one of the most improbable regional alliances the world has yet seen. 


That alliance--and it is a thought which makes most Western governments (and 
conference pundits) more than a little uneasy--has been hammered out by such 
undiplomatic weapons as the bludgeon and the broadside, by a blunt refusal 
from the big boy on the block to raise a hand to help his rivals unless they 
promise to stop snapping at his heels. 


The technique has been aided and abetted by a related sense of economic real- 
ism in an Africa where 150-million people are starving to death, by a disast- 
rous drought, by the realisation that the AK47 is no substitute for a pot of 
mealiemeal, and by some diligent diplomacy from an American administration 
which has eschewed the platitudes and platforms of easy condemnation and has 
sought instead "regional solutions to regional conflicts." 
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Realities 


If the initiative is successful, Swaziland, Lesotho and Botswana could soon 
prove themselves amenable to the "new diplomacy" and join Mozambique in the 
rush to sign non-aggression pacts with Pretoria; and South Africa will at 
last have reconstructed the cordon sanitaire which came crashing down when 
the Last Post sounded over the remains of the Portuguese Empire in 1975. 


The hole in Mr Pik Botha's jigsaw puzzle is obviously Zimbabwe, but with en- 
couraging noises emanating from Dar es Salaam, and some hard pushing by a 
Kenneth Kaunda anxious to be cast in a leading role in the new Southern Africa 
play, Mr Mugabe may soon find life a mite too lonely in the wings. 


All of which leaves Namibia--once blandly described by a surprisingly ill- 
informed Dr Henry Kissinger as a set of easily resolved theological problems-- 
bleeding away on the sub-continent's western flank. 


But there too, hope so long deferred seems to be flickering again. And this 
time it is a hope born, not of a trust in the dubious processes of multi- 
lateral forums, but in the harsh political realities on the ground where the 
options available to Swapo, its allies, the internal parties--and South 
Africa--are narrowing daily. 


The realities can be easily summed up by a growing intolerance--in Luanda, 
Lusaka and Pretoria--with their respective rebellious clients. 


In Luanda, support and succour for Swapo has’ helped to reduce the southern 

part of Angola to a smouldering ruin where, according to one delegate to the 
SAIIA conference, damage wrought by the South African forces has hit the R& 000- 
million mark. 


Moreover, the occupation of large slices of Angola by foreign forces fighting 
their own private war has undermined MPLA legitimacy and Angolan sovereignty 
Over its own country. 


If Luanda is anxious to send Namibians back to Namibia, so too is Lusaka--for 
less pressing, but equally real, economic reasons. 


And, in South Africa, the very real threat of U (sanctions at the height of 
Operation Askari, the Soviet Union's demarche at the end of 1983 which clearly 
promised a big power escalation of the conflict if Pretoria pressed its ad- 
vantage too hard--and the horrendous costs of a dwindling South African 
treasury of maintaining an ungrateful South West Africa as a client state--all 
helped wonderfully to concentrate the mind. 


The resulting disengagement, fragile and littered with potential landmines 
though it could be, is much more than a simple, staged pull-back of South 
African forces. 


For there is no reason why the joint South African-Angolan monitoring commis- 
sion could not eventually form the nucleus of an African peace-keeping 
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force if and when UN Resolution 435 is applied to bring a lasting settlement 
to Namibia. 


And, indeed, after Herman Toivo ja Tolvo's release and the disengagement in 
Angola, it does not take too great a leap of the imagination to perceive that, 
peace by peace, 435 is already in early stages of implementation. 


Couple all this with a growing belief in some African capitals that Swapo and 
the internal parties should at least begin to talk to each other, and the will 
o' the wisp mirage of a Namibian settlement begins to take on slightly more 
solid shape and form. 


Costly 


But before the euphoria in Pretoria and the relief in Maputo and other African 
capitals begin to take on the proportions of a Cecil B de Mille spectacular-- 
with about as much grasp of reality--South Africans should realise that if 

war is costly, peace too has its price. 


And it is one which at this stage of our economic life we are peculiarly ill- 
prepared to pay. 


Facing a budget deficit of nearly R5-billion, south Africa, like the company 
executive about to apply for judicial management, is today drowning under a 
flood of bills which have all fallen due on the same day. 


A sluggish gold price and a world recession have kept the nation's cash till 
perilously low. 


A devastating drought--which has driven up costs even as it has drained the 
nation's food store--has emptied it further. 


And a flock of bedraggled Verwoerdian chickens have suddenly flapped home to 
roost around the treasury doors. 


The bills for Government's massive decentralisation scheme are being presented, 
so too are rocketing accounts for everything from homeland development to black 
housing. 


Add to this the expected demands for a much bigger slice of the communal cake 
from coloured and Indian politicians anxious to secure the legitimacy of the 
new tri-cameral parliament, and South Africa, for all its military and indus- 
trial might, begins to resemble a slightly down-at-heel giant. 


But that is not the way it looks in Maputo, or Luanda, where a mouthful of 
food can spell the difference between starvation and prosperity. 


Wealth 


Where shops are as empty as the stomachs they fail to fill, where harbours 
have silted up and railways don't run, and where South Africa's wealth has at 
last been perceived as much more important than its ideology. 
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We should not allow the heady wine of peace in the sub-continent to blur our 
perceptions of one enduring reality. 


Neighbours who have been bludgeoned to their knees by external threat and 
internal disaster may, in Komatipoort and Cuvelai, be wiiling to make 
peace--but they are not yet ready to make love. 


Affection, as in the world's oldest profession, will depend on the size of 
the banknote on the mantel-piece. 


South Africa can buy Cahora Bassa power, it can strong-arm its private sector 
into investing in Mozambique, it can divert its tourist trade to Inhaca 
Island and the Polana, it can give technical aid and expertise and it can 
help to make the railways run on time. 


And such is Africa's aching need, that a little will initially seem a lot. 


But countries which, at no small cost to themselves and their beliefs, are 
loosening their ties to Moscow, are going to demand a great deal more if 
their flirtation, not merely with South Africa, but with the West, is to 
blossom into martial permanence. 


And there's the message which, one suspects, has yet to reach London, Rome, 
Bonn and Lisbon. For if the Nkomati Accord is to hold, it mush usher in a 
Menage a trois with South Africa, its new allies and the West living happily 
and profitably together. 


A Washington which is anxious to banish Moscow from Africa's capitals must 
be prepared to foot some of the bills for the regional peace in the sub- 
continent it has so long sought. 


So too should some of the former colonial powers which left their subjects in 
haste and in the lurch. 


For if that peace is to hold, a financially hard-pressed South Africa must 
give priority to the Third World within its borders. And a surprised and 
faintly disapproving West must be prepared to pick up the tab for the rest. 


Only if it does will Southern Africa's sudden genuflection in the direction 


of Pretoria turn into a more permanent embrace of the Western way of politics 
and of life. 


CSO: 3400/795 
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ESCALATION OF DURBAN'S TROUBLES NOTED 


London SECHABA in English Feb 84 pp 3-5 


[Article by Nyawuza] 


[Text | 


It has been said quite often that the ‘hot 
spots’ in South Africa today are the Western 
Cape, Eastern Cape and Natal. Whilst agreeing 
with this assessment in this article, we shall 
deal with Durban especially. 


Lamontville, Chesterville and Clermont 


Lamontville and Chesterville were the early 
township developments for Blacks, which 
arose following the Urban Act of 1923. Both 
townships were built by the City Council, 
funded by government funds. Both areas re- 
mained under the administration of the City 
Council until 1972, when they were ultim- 
ately taken over by the Port Natal Administ- 
ration Board. This means that the houses are 
now more than fifty years old, and naturally 
require maintenance. People complain about 
the ingress of water into houses caused by 
poor drainage, severe cracking of the walls, 
broken drainpipes, and broken windows re- 
placed by opaque plastic. In some cases, 
houses need to be demolished and rebuilt. 
Road surfaces need repairing. There is lack 
of sidewalks, inadequate storm water drain- 
age, and a poor standard of refuse removal. 

During 1983, or even before, there was 
no peace in this area. Cases of police brutality 
were reported — indeed a state of undeclared 
martial law — assaults and use of tear gas can- 
isters. As a result, children complain of severe 
headaches, sore eyes and itching bodies; some 


60 


SOUTH AFRICA 


people have been shot dead, others have pel- 
lets lodged in their bodies. People have been 
told to lie on the bonnets of police Land 
Rovers while being driven to the police stat- 
ions. This is supposed to prevent people from 
throwing stones at the police! 

Much more has happened, but the news- 
papers are not allowed to publish everything 
because Section 27b of the Police Act res- 
stricts newspapers in their reporting of police 
matters. 


What Has Actually Happened? 

Riot police, in camouflage uniform confron- 
ted hundreds of Lamontville people who had 
gathered at Durban’s Magistrates’ Court. They 
had gathered for the hearing of a bail applic- 
ation of one of the four men who killed the 
Lamontville community leader, Msizi Harris- 
on Dube, aged fifty, who was shot dead at 
his home on April 25th. 


Dube spent three years on Robben Island 
because of his ANC activities. A former mem- 
ber of the ANC Youth League, Dube was gaol- 
ed in 1963. On his release, he developed into 
a civil rights campaigner, and because of his 
activities, Lamontville became one of the 
townships where people took an active inter- 
est in council affairs. He succeeded in preven- 
ting widows being forced from their homes 
until the traditional one-year mourning per- 














tod had expired, and registration of work- 
seekers in Lamontville was discarded. 

At his funeral the chairman of the Joint 
Rent Action Committee, Richard Gumede, 
told the ten thousand mourners to boycott 
the community council elections in Novem: 
ber, and he called for the scrapping of the 
community council system. 

Moonlight Gasa, the chairman of the 
Durban Ningizumu Community Council — 
sometimes he was referred to by the press as 
the ‘mayor’ — appeared before court, with 
Ebenezer Mngadi, in connection with the 
murder of Harrison Dube. It is said that sus- 
pected police informers and protectors of 
Moonlight Gasa, whom residents believe had 
approved of the high rentals imposed by the 
Administration Board, were eliminated. 

The violence then spread to Chesterville. 
This time it was triggered by rent increases 
in the townships. Lamontville and Chester- 
ville are in a virtual state of siege; police con- 
fiscate food and liquor from the people and 
consume it; police dogs are set on people. 
Things are so bad that children scream when 
they see a white man because they think he 
is the one who shot them. 

Then another problem arose. This time 
it was the cabinet’s decision to incorporate 
Lamontville into KwaZulu. The KwaZulu 
‘government’ agrees, but the Joint Rent Act- 
1on Committee says: NO. This issue has caus- 
ed a split between the supporters of the 
Community Council and the supporters of 
the Joint Rent Action Committee. 

What is the Joint Rent Action Commit- 
tee? This is a community organisation spear- 
heading action against hikes in rent and bus 
fares, as well as incorporation into KwaZulu. 
It de facto replaces the now defunct Com- 
munity Council. It should be remembered 
that the rents went up by 63% in August. 

This decision to incorporate Lamont- 
ville into KwaZulu is an infringement of the 
residents’ democratic right to decide for 
themselves what authority should govern 
them. We should also remember that Kwa- 
Mashu, a township in Durban, was taken over 
by KwaZulu in 1977. 
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Incorporation into KwaZulu means that 
people lose their urban rights and become 
citizens of a bantustan. By dividing people 
and dumping them in bantustans, the racist 
regime seeks to destroy the inity of the 
people, and rule over them forever. The Af- 
rican people would then become migrant 
workers or ‘guest citizens’ in South Africa. 

Another sinister aspect of this saga is the 
attitude of the Port Natal Administration 
Board, which has resorted to forcing employ- 
ers of Lamontville residents to deduct money 
owed to the board from employees’ wages, 
in an attempt to break the back of the year- 
old + at boycott. The rent question alone has 
led to serious unrest, and lives have been lost 
in the process, and now a new element is 
being introduced — the threat of serious lab- 
our unrest. Deducting money without the 
consent of the workers would be tantamount 
to an unfair labour practice — to say the least. 


The People React 

No wonder that in July about eight hundred 
men, women and teenagers attacked the Port 
Natal Administration Board complex in 
Chesterville, setting alight seven offices and 
injuring a security guard of the board. In 
August, more than two hundred youths at- 
tacked the buildings — including the charge 
office, rent office, clinic and beer halls — of 
the Port Natal Administration offices at 
Klaarwater, near Pinetown. They entered the 
offices and clinic with buckets which were 
filled with excrement, splashing it over the 
walls, floors and tables. About two hundred 
windows were broken by stones, and mem- 
bers of the board took to their heels. 


In September, about two thousand 
Lamontville residents packed the !ocal Meth- 
odist Church hall to express strong objections 
to the racist government’s decision to hand 
over the township to KwaZulu. Residents said 
the move will automatically lead to their 
losing Section Ten rights, which entitle them 
to seek employment in the Durban metropol- 
itan area. “‘Asiyi KwaZulu — Sofela e Lam- 
ont’ (We are not going to KwaZulu — We 





shall die in Lamont) they chanted throughout 
the three-hour meeting. 

In November, 44 demonstrators were ar- 
rested, including leading officials of the Natal 
Indian Congress, and were released after pay- 
ing R200 bail each. They had picketed P W 
Botha’s meeting outside the Durban City Hall. 
This placard demonstration of more than a 
hundred and fifty people against the ‘new’ 
constitution was broken up by police shortly 
before the racist prime minister arrived at the 
City Hall to address a selected Indian aud- 
ience. A crowd of more than five thousand 
turned out for a protest meeting in Durban, 
Organised by the Natal Indian Congress, at 
which the ‘new’ constitution and the South 
African Indian Council were both rejected. 

There were other incidents, when the 
post office was set alight, police stoned and 
road blocks set up with old cars, wood and 
tyres; petrol bombs were also hurled and bot- 
tle stores looted and set alight. Things are 
bad down there! — say some onlookers. 


The Bus Boycott 
There have been many incidents in this regard. 

The inconvenient routes and lack of 
buses were some of the problems that con- 
fronted the commuters. Some of the com- 
plaints were about lack of bus shelters, incon- 
venient routes, rude drivers, lack of buses at 
week-ends, absence of inter-township trans- 
port, frequent breakdowns, irregularity of 
buses, overcrowding, and the absence of pub- 
licly noticeable timetables. 

The commuters formed a Joint Com- 
muters’ Committee to act for them in negot- 
iations with the Durban Transport Manage- 
ment Board and Durban Corporation. 

The fares were increased by 12.5% in 
December 1982, and this sparked a boycott. 
The Joint Cor..nuters’ Committee called for 
a reduction of bus fares to the levels of 
before January i982, for a subsidy from the 
Durban City Council’s general rates fund at 
least equal to that granted to white commut- 
ers on the Durban Transport Management 
Board buses, and for the introduction of 
more Operators to prevent a monopoly. 


The Joint Commuters’ ( inmittee Dnngs 
together Durban Transport Management 
Board commuters from Clermont, St Wendo- 
lin'’s, Klaarwater, KwaDabeka, Lamontville 
and Kranskloof. The Joint Commuters’ Com- 
mittee maintains that poverty-stricken com- 
munities should not be forced to pay forim- 
plementing an inhuman ideology based on 
racial discrimination and forced separation 
of communities. The high transport costs for 
black workers directly result from the fact 
that black workers have been compelled to 
stay far from their work places. Blacks work 
in Durban, thus contributing to the growth 
and development of the city. In return they 
get nothing. 

Whilst the bus boycott was going on, 
‘chaos’ erupted near Isipingo Rail on the road 
to Umbumbulu, as 47 black taxi operators 
Staged a spontaneous protest by stopping 
their mini buses in the middie of the road. 
The railway police had set up a road block in 
the area — the protest was against the road 
block. The road from Isipingo Rau is a link 
for tens of thousands of workers going home 
to KwaMakuta, Malagazi and Umbumbulu. 
Tension arose between the police on the one 
hand and taxi operators and thousands of 
workers on the other. 

The lessons here are clear. the Joint Rent 
Action Committee and the Joint Commuters’ 
Committee are fighting for consultation with 
the people over issues affecting them. Lack 
of consultation has led to the impasses over 
the rent and bus fare hikes — buses are still 
being boycotted by the commuters — as well 
as the incorporation into KwaZulu. 

The people in Natal are fighting for just 
wages, just rent, just bus fares — and justice 
in everything. Otherwise things will erupt! 


CSO: 3400/723 
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RELEASED DAVID RABKIN ADDRESSES ANC COMRADES 


London SECHABA in English Feb 84 pp 19-20 





[Article by David Rabkin] 


[Text | 


In December 1983, Comrade David Rabkin 
was released from Pretoria Security Prison 
after serving seven years, and deported to 
Britain the same day. This is his message to 
an ANC members’ meeting in London on 
Heroes’ Day, December 16th. 


Comrades, it is my privilege today to bring 
you greetings from those comrades who are 
continuing the struggle for freedom in the 
prisons of the apartheid regime. 

Their courage, determination and com- 
mitment to the liberation of our country 
have never wavered. For many of them — 
those sentenced in the Rivonia and other 
trials — the end of 1983 means the beginning 
of their twentieth year in prison. 

In addition to their own revolutionary 
political consciousness, they are sustained by 
three things. 

In the first place, they are sustained by 
the tremendous campaign of international 
solidarity with political prisoners in South 
Africa. The hard work put in is very deeply 
appreciated. 

Secondly, they are inspired and moved 
by the rise of a whole new generation of 
young freedom fighters. | want to specially 
mention the Moroka Three, because we were 
being held at the Maximum Security Prison 
at the same time as them. At that time, 
Comrades Tsotsobe, Moise and Shabangu 
were also there. 

If you can imagine these young men, 
awaiting their own deaths, but finding the 
cnergy and courage to organise several hund- 
red condemned prisoners to sing freedom 
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songs and shout the slogans of our movement 
in the teeth of the Boers every night, night 
after night — 

If you can imagine these same young men 
marking the cowardly murder of Ruth First 
by singing songs in her honour, delivering a 
speech in tribute to her — comrades, we who 
listened from our whites-only cells had tears 
in our eyes, but there were no tears in their 
voices, only anger — 

If you can imagine these things, these 
young fighters, then you cannot fail to under- 
stand why the victory of our struggle is 
certain. 

Comrades, the last thing I want to men- 
tion that sustains those in prison is perhaps 
the most important. It is the tremendous 
progress and massive advances made in the 
Struggle over the last period, both on the mil- 
itary front and on the front of mass action. 

When I came to prison in 1976 news- 
papers were not allowed, and it fell to me to 
bref those already there about the events of 
that year. At the end I said that I believed 
we had entered a new historical period. The 
ANC was faced with an enormous challenge. 
To be quite frank, I told the comrades then 
that I thought the chances of the ANC em- 
erging from 1976 as the leading force in the 
Struggle were only fifty-fifty. 

Well, | can see now I was being over- 
cautious. The ANC passed the test with flying 
colours. Today the ANC holds the political 
and military initiative internationally and at 
home, and it is the racists who are forced to 
manouevre with increasing desperation in 
their attempts to escape the histoncal an- 
nihilation that is facing them. 
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But the fact that we passed the test of 
'76 means, of course, that today we face even 
greater tasks and problems. The struggle to- 
day is broader, more complex and on alarger 
scale than ever before. 

Comrades, when I looked at the agenda 
for the discussions today I was relieved to see 
that there was hardly a topic that had not 
also been discussed in Pretoria Security Pris- 
on. Anyway, we were not too far off beam! 

Since | came out there is one thing that 


has come up time and again in the discussions 
Phave been having, and | think Chis Gask really 
underlies all the topics on the agenda today. 

This is the necessity of extending and 
raising the quality of our organisational work 
to cope with the upsurge of the movement 
back home. As Lenin once said, we have been 
used to organising thousands and we have 
learned to organise tens of thousands. Now 
we must learn to organise hundreds of thous- 
ands, and even millions, of our people. 

The historical opportunity is immense. 
The comrades in prison at home have no 
doubts at all that the ANC will again rise to 
the occasion, and continue its advance on the 
path to people’s power in South Africa. 


3400/723 
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SUCCESS OF MASS JUM'AH REPORTED 


Cape Town MUSLIM NEWS in English 20 Jan 84 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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The Mass Jum'‘ah on December 16 went ahead as scheduled In the 
face of stiff opposition trom the Muslim Judicial Council, and the 
organisers — The Concerned Muslims — were highly satisfied with the 
turnout of approximately 3000 people. 

The Mass Jum’ah was followed by a two-day conference at the Al- 
Jamia Masjid in Claremont and papers on several relevant topics were 
presented. A sad feature of the conference was the very low attendance. 
Nevertheless, if the following resolutions passed at the conference are 
put into effect the conference could yet have a significant impact on 
bringing about unity and living up to its theme of ‘Unity in Action’: 


‘This conference unanimously resolves that: 
(i) A National Board of Auqaf be established; 
(il) The Co-Ordinating Council of Madaris prepare the groundwork 
for a National Educational Council; 
(tii) A Muslim Media Agency be established forthwith; 
(iv) A Central Welfare Body be established under the administration 
and supervision of: Yusuf Patel, Yusuf Abdul Latief and Tahir Levy; 
(v) Everything possible within our power must be done to protect the 
homes of the oppressed people, especially those who have been 
termed ‘squatters’; and 
(vi) The Muslim Judicial Council be invited to a public meeting In 
order to clarify and explain their continued presence in the United 
Democratic Front (UDF). 


The various committees formed to implement the above resolutions 
have been given until Lailatul-Qadr, Ramadaan 1404 to present detailed 
reports. Meanwhile, reguiar meetings will take place to ascertain 
progress made on all fronts. 
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DE KLERK HITS PFP'S NEGATIVE ATTITUDE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Mar 84 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


HOUSE of AS- 
SEMBLY. — _ The 
Minister of Internal 
Affairs, Mr F W de 
Klerk, described the 
Progressive Party as an 
“albatross around the 
neck of political re- 
form’’ and said the of- 
ficial Opposition had 
proved it did not want 
the new constitution to 


succeed. 
Replying to the third 


reading debate on the 
Electoral Act Amend- 
ment Bill, Mr De Klerk 
said the PFP’s partici- 
pation in all stages of the 
debate had been “‘nega- 
tive and sulky.” 

He asked whether the 
Opposition wanted the 
new constitution to suc- 
ceed. 

“It’s got nothing to do 
with us,” replied Mr Tian 
van der Merwe (PFP, 
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Greenpoint). 


Mr De Klerk said the 
Bill, which provides elec- 
toral procedures for the 
coming Coloureds and In- 
dian elections, contained 
no discriminatory regu- 
lations nor any that were 
inferior to those applic- 
able to Whites. 


However, the PFP had 
constantly used ‘‘negative 
tactics” in order to delay 
the legislation. 

He referred to a state- 
ment by Mr Ken Andrew 
(PFP, Gardens) that the 
elections were “off to a 
bad start because the vot- 
er’s rolls are in such a bad 
state.” 

Mr De Klerk asked 
what more the Govern- 
ment could do than give 
Coloured and Indian vot- 
ers two months in which 
to register. The Govern- 
ment was doing all in its 
power to make it possible 
for all Coloureds and In- 
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dians to “grasp the oppor- 
tunity to vote.” 

However, the PFP did 
not want good results in 
the election, nor did it 
want the new constitution 
to succeed. 

“They (the PFP) are an 
albatross around the neck 
of political change and re- 
form.” 


Mr Ray Swart (PFP, 
Berea) asked Mr De 
Klerk whether he had re- 
ceived any _ representa- 
tions from Coloured or 
Indian bodies objecting to 
the Bill. 

The Minister said the 
Solidarity Party was the 
only body to approach 
him about the Bill during 
its debate in the House. 


Before that, other bod- 
ies had been consulted 
about facets of the Bill, 
but not about the Bill per 
se. 
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EDITORIAL CALLS FOR ESTABLISHING ISLAMIC TRIBUNAL 


Cape Town MUSLIM NEWS in English 20 Jan 84 p 16 


(Editorial: 


[Text | 


CSO: 


"Settling disputes" ] 


The South African law courts 
seem to be quite accustomed 
to dealing with disputes 
involving Muslim parties. 
Going through law reports one 
is confronted by numerous 


references to court cases 
involving madressas, masjid 
trustees and Muslim _ indivi- 


duals. In the majority of cases 
both the applicant and 
respondent are Muslim. 

Is this a reflection of the fact 
that Muslims have no 
alternative but to go to the law 
courts in this country and be 
judged by those who legislate 
not in terms of divine law butin 
terms of the law laid down by 


the oppressor? Of course not: 
O ye who believe! Obey 
Allah, and obey the Rasul, 
and those charged with 
authority among you. /f ye 
differ in anything among 
yourselves, refer it to Allah 
and His Rasul, if ye do 
believe in Allah and the Last 
Day: That is best, and most 
suitable for final determina- 

tion 
(Qur'an 4:59) 
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For Muslims the basis for 
judging any dispute is the 
Qur’an and the Sunnah. Any 
other source is totally 
unacceptable. | 

The call is, therefore, that if 
any dispute between Muslims 
were to arise it should not be 
settled by those who are totally 
lacking in the understanding of 
the Deen. ‘Those charged with 
authority among you’ are the 
only ones that are capable of 
sitting in judgement. 

The need is therefore to set 
up an Islamic tribunal in this 
country, drawing in Muslims 
from all sectors. It is an urgent 
task and we look forwardto the 
response of Muslims to this 


suggestion. re 














‘OBSESSIVE SECRECY' OF GOVERNMENT CRITICIZED 


Johannesburg THE CAPE TIMES in English 14 Mar 84 p 12 


[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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"Obsessive Secrecy’ ] 


F recent history is anything to go 

by, the government should be 
reducing, not increasing, secrecy 
about its petroleum operations. It 
is therefore worrying that a new 
bill has been introduced which 
tightens up already ridiculously 
onerous provisions. Under the 
present arrangements, the whole 
world can know of history’s biggest 
act of piracy on the high seas, the 
Salem incident, but South Africans, 
the people who pay for blundering 
which can cost millions, are kept 
ignorant. Major new works, such 
as pipelines and_ storage 
installations, can be undertaken, at 
great cost to the taxpayer, without 
the latter knowing a thing about 
them. A leading business man, 
speaking in Cape Town, recently 
spoke of ‘‘obsessive secrecy”’, 
referring specifically to military 
operations, but the point is relevant 
to other areas of government. The 
public purse was hijacked to the 





tune of many millions in an 
Information scandal which was 
made possible by an oOfficially- 
approved cloak of secrecy. The 
country found itself at war in 
Angola in 1975 without, at first, 
knowing a thing about it. The list 
of obsessive secrecy is long, and 
reflects badly on government. 
The argument in favour of 
open government is that it is better 
government. If the public have 
reasonable access to information, 
massive frauds like the Salem 
incident are less likely, bribery and 
corruption are less likely and the 
public have a healthy appreciation 
of government activities and 
intentions in their interests. If 
secrecy becomes obsessive, as has 
happened in South Africa, 


suspicions are aroused, sharks can 
more easily get away with fraud, 
public resentment grows and 
government becomes remote and 
unpopular. 
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SABC VIEWED AS FORCE TO COUNTER REVOLUTION 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Mar 84 p il 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE attitude of the 
South African authorities 
to reporting on terrorism 
was no different to that of 
other countries in the 
western world, the Direc- 
tor-General of the SABC, 
Mr Riaan Eksteen said. 

“Many western states- 
men complained that 
journalists do not fuifil 
their duties in the front 
line,” he said. 

Mr Eksteen, who was 
addressing a meeting at 
the Rand Afnkaans Uni- 
versity yesterday, said 
existing laws in South 
Africa were aimed at sti- 
fling publicity for revol- 
utionaries. 

“If a communication 
medium did not con- 
sciously and deliberately 
commit itself to counter- 
ing revolutionary forces, 
there was a danger that it 
could overstep the thin 
dividing line between the 
news media’s duty to in- 
form on the one hand, 
and the interest of the 
revolutionary on _ the 
other,” he said. 

“It is important that the 
SABC plays its part to en- 
sure that the revolution- 
ary onslaught is not suc- 
cessful.” 
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He said there was no 
doubt that this was a high 
priority on all the services 
of the SABC. The SABC 
would go out of its way to 
perform this duty for the 
sake of the country. 

Mr Eksteen said that 
here, as elsewhere in the 
world, the ruling govern- 
ment was a bigger news- 
maker than opposition 
parties. 

He said this was be- 
cause voters placed gov- 
ernments in a position to 
carry out their policies 
and this affected the daily 
lives of all the population, 
whether they supported 
the government or not. 

Tne SABC saw it as its 
duty to inform the popu- 
lation on how it were be- 
ing governed. He said it 
was logical that, particu- 
larly in the news program- 
mes and the actuality pro- 
grammes, more attention 
was given to government 
spokesmen than to oppo- 
sition parties from time to 
time. 

“Unlike newspapers, it 
is not the SABC’s duty or 
technique to take a party 
political angle on policy, 
Statements, | announce- 
ments or party conflicts. 
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“The blow-by-blow ac- 
counts are the prerogative 
of newspapers,” he said. 

This was right because 
a newspaper could best 
fill its role if it took a 
standpoint, chose sides, 
their man, their party, or 
their principle to support, 
defend and promote. 

“Everything broadcast 
by the SABC has front 
page prominence, there- 
fore we try to be factual, 
sober and authoritative in 
our reports and to place 
events in their proper per- 
spective,” he said. 

Mr Eksteen said Soviet 
Russia broadcast for 2015 
hours a week in 80 lan- 
guages to different parts 
of the world. In their 
broadcasts to Southern 
Africa, besides English 
and Portuguese, Russia 
broadcast in Shona, Nde- 
bele and Zulu. 

Ihe voice of America 
broadcast for 957 hours a 
week in 42 different lan- 
guages. These broadcasts 
are supplemented by 
Radio Free Europe and 
Radio Liberty which 
broadcast 1024 hours in 
21 languages a week to 
East Europe and Russia. 

— Sapa. 

















HARMONY CLOSES MERRIESPRUIT URANIUM MINE 


\ 
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Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English ‘13 Mar 84 p 20 


[Article by Brendan Ryan] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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HARMONY goid mine is closing 
one of its three uranium plants 
because of the depressed world 
market. 

The Kand Mines complex near 
Virginia, OFS, is stopping work at 
its Merriespruit plant at the end of 
the month. The closure is expected 
to bring a small improvement in 
uranium profits because of the sav- 
ing in overall operating costs. 


Production from the mine’s Har- | 


mony and Virginia plants, together 
with the stock of processed urani- 
um, is enough to meet long-term 
contracts. 

Merriespruit, Harmony’s newest 
uranium plant, was commissioned 
in 1980 for about R33m with loans 
from customers. It produced about 
28% of Harmony’s uranium output 
which, in the year to June, was 
630 600kg. 

Revenue from sales of uranium, 
pyrite and sulphuric acid was 
R59,2m in 1983, compared with gold 
working revenue of R500,648m. 

The chairman, Mr Dammy Watt, 
warned in his last annual review 
Harmony would have to reassess its 
uranium operations as a tailing-off 
in profitability was foreseen unless 
prices improved considerably. 





The 250 workers involved will be 
transferred to other jobs. 


The Harmony managing director, 
Mr Mike Watson, said yesterday the 
mine was looking at the possibility 
of converting the Merriespruit into 
a gold plant to treat tonnage from 
the mine’s developing No 4 Shaft 
complex, which should come on 
stream in 1986. 


The decision would be made 
sometime this year. It was too early 
to make an estimate of the cost of 
such a conversion. 


“The Merriespruit uranium plant 
has some features in common with 
a conventional gold recovery plant 
— a filter section, thickeners and 
pachucas. Should we decide to con- 
vert the plant, we would need to 
build a milling circuit and‘a gold 
precipitation circuit.”- 


Material is treated first for gold 
recovery at the Merriespruit gold 
plant. The slimes are then sent for 
uranium recovery. Slimes from the 
uranium plant are finally pumped 
into tailings dams. 

Once the uranium plant is closed, 
the gold plant slimes will be 
pumped to a new slimes dam to 
preserve the uranium-bearing 
material. 
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SIGMA BATTERED BY R69M LOSS FOR 1983 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 13 Mar 84 p l 
[Article by Brendan Ryan] 


[Text | 


SIGMA Motor Corporation lost 
R69,1m in the year to December 


after a loss of R55m in 1982. 

This is revealed in the preliminary results 
from Anglo American Industrial Corpora- 
tion (Amic), which has a 50% stake in the car 
manufacturer. 

The remaining stake in Sigma is held by Anglo 
American aay ot nome ; 

A report in Business Day on January 30 esti- 
— that Sigma’s 1983 loss could be as much as 

70m. 

Amic’s share of Sigma’s losses in 1983 were 
R34,6m. The group has charged this against its 
share of the retained profits of associated com- 
panies. 

The Amic announcement said it was anticipat- 
ed Sigma would achieve a significantly improved 
result in 1984 with the introduction of several 
new models towards the end of 1983 and the re- 
structuring of the management team. 

With the departure of the former chairman Mr 
Chris Griffith, Sigma now has a new managing 
director, Mr Spencer Sterling, and a new chair- 
man, Mr Leslie Boyd, who is also chairman of 
another major Amic group company, Highveld 
Steel & Vanadium. 

The Amic chairman, Mr Graham Boustred, 
last night declined to say whether he thought 
Sigma could be returned to profitability in 1984 
because of uncertainty over the economy in the 
year ahead. 

Amic’s earnings a share for 1983 drop to 
357,5c from 1982’s 416,3c. An unchanged final 
dividend of 125c a share has been declared to 
make a same-again total for 1983 of 180c. 

Mr Boustred said he was quite pleased with the 


performance of Amic’s subsidiaries in 1983 and, 
‘excluding the 75c a share Sigma loss, it was not 
a bad result.” : 

Amic’s turnover dropped to R1 599m (1982 — 
Ri 707,5m). The group’s trading profit fell to 
R211,8m (R248,1m). 

Income from associated companies was 
R83,1m (R100,9m), of which dividend income con- 
tributed R61,6m (R68,1m), while Amic’s share of 
retained profits after tax contributed R21,5m 
(R32,8m). 

Profit attributable to ordinary shareholders 


_ was R163,3m, compared with R186,7m in 1982. 


The Amic preliminary results show a gain of 
R47,4m in 1983 as an extraordinary item, com- 
pared with an extraordinary loss of R1i,2m in 
1982. 


This reflects profits from a number of sales of 
assets made by Amic during the year, including 
the sale of the former wholly owned subsidiary, 
African Products, to Tongaat-Hulett for 9,5-mil- 
lion shares and R3,1m in cash. 

Amic also sold its 1% stake in Barlow Rand to 
Anglo American Corporation and the 849 164 
Amic shares, which the wholly owned subsidiary, 
De Beers Industrial Corporation, held. 

These Amic shares were taken up by Anglo 
American. 

Mr Boustred said last night: “It was illogical 
for a company to hold shares in itself and we 
wanted to consolidate the Barlow Rand invest- 
ment into Anglo American tion.” 

The sales have brought considerable amounts 
of cash into Amic which should help in funding 


group expansions. 

The largest of the expansions underway is the 
R600m pulp-and-paper mill being built at Rich- 
ards Bay by Mondi Paper in which Amic has a 
62,65% stake. 
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CP, NP ARGUE OVER NKOMATT ACCORD 

Marais, Treurnicht Statements 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Mar 84 pp 3, 6 
[Article by Jaap Theron] 


[Texc] THE fight is on between the Conservative Party and the Herstigte 
Nasionale Party after the HNP leader, Mr Jaap Marais, accused the CP "of 
ignoring the HNP views by attending the signing of the Nkomati Accord." 


Dr Andries Treurnicht, leader of the CP, yesterday said he would handle Mr 
Marais' allegations when he addresses the CP's "birthday-rally" in Parow City 
Hall tonight. 


Dr Treurnicht said the CP was fully justified in attending the signing of a 
non-aggression pact between South Africa and a neighbouring, state, "because 
it is printed CP-policy--approved by its congress--that the CP will, when in 
power, sign similar non-aggression pacts with other States." 


Dr Treunicht also said it was accepted CP policy "to co-operate with other 
African States and that the CP will work to promote such co-operation." 


Principles 


According to the CP's written principles, the party was in favour of the 
establishment of a Southern African constellation of States. 


"It is also in favour of participating in normal international diplomatic 
issues and especially in affairs in which parties concerned honour each other's 
sovereignty,’ he said. 


lle emphasised that the CP's official "foreign policy" provides for non-aggres- 
sion pacts with other nations. 


Other prominent CP public representatives told the Citizen yesterday that they 
were sick and tired of Mr Jaap Marais' attempts to upset the CP's applecart. 


The CP would in future fight Mr Marais in public on every attack--open or 
veiled--he made on the CP. 
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One CP source said that if Mr Marais did not get the message in Soutpansberg, 
the time was perhaps ripe to go out of town in order to wipe the HNP off the 


political map. 


Dr Treurnicht yesterday confirmed reports that he walked away from the 
luncheon at the Nkomati Peace accord because he could find "no assistance 
from anyone’ as to where he should take a seat. 


He said he was invited as a VIP and when he and three other CP colleagues 
arrived, he was diverted away from them, because he was told he was to sit 
with the VIP's. 


But, he said, he instead landed among some officials in the pavillions. 
After the signing ceremony he went to the VIP dining quarters but could find 
no assistance on where to sit. 


"So, without regret and out of my own choice, I left and went to wait in the 
train for luncheon to finish," he said. 
Editorial Comment 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Mar 84 p 6 
[Editorial: "Far Right Wrong" ] 


[Text ] 


THE ACCORD of Nkomati was bound to 
rouse the ire of the Far Right — and so Mr 
Jaap Marais’ attack on the accord, and on the 
Conservative Party for attending the signing 
ceremony, was not unexpected. 

There could, of course, be some genuinely 
held doubts about the agreement. 

We have become so used to regarding Mozam- 
bique as a Marxist enemy that a sudden 
change in our relationship is disconcerting. 

We have seen the collapse of the Portuguese 
colonies, with most Whites leaving Mozam- 
bique; the running down of the economy; the 
imposition of Marxism with all its inhumani- 
ties, including the institution of re-education 
camps, public executions, and other forms of 
tyranny. 

There was a time when we hoped and ex- 
pected that the Frelimo Government would 
be overthrown. _ 

The Mozambique National Resistance move- 
ment seemed the best vehicle for achieving 
this. 

However, despite Mr Jaap Marais’ claims to 
the contrary, it is clear that the MNR hasn’t 
any real hope of toppling the Frelimo Gov- 
ernment, since President Machel has the 


73 


backing of Eastern-bloc countries and the 
MNR has neither the local support nor the 
strength to achieve total victory over Freli- 
mo. 

What it has done is disrupt the country at a 
time when the economy is in a parlous state 
because of the maladministration of the Ma- 
puto government and the terrible drought. 

Mozambique is run down. So is Maputo. But 
that does not mean that a revolt, spear- 
headed by the MNR, was in the offing or 
could have succeeded. 

So what had growing confrontation achieved? 
The African National Congress sent most of 
its terrorists into South Africa from Mozam- 
bique. Our forces hit back. 

Because of this, we were increasingly accused 
of destabilising our neighbours. Our image as 
the bullies of Southern Africa was causing us 
growing condemnation abroad. 

We could have gone on using our military fist 
to knock fear or sense into Mozambique, but 
in the end, we could not be seen to be at- 
tempting to overthrow its government by 
military and economic pressures or via the 
MNR. 
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In such a situation, it was time for diplomacy 
rather than escalating violence. Hence the 
Accord of Nkomati. 

There are dangers. 

Perhaps President Machel, despite the dawn 
of peaceful coexistence, has more devious 
ideas about the future than we can fathom at 
this point. 

Perhaps we will run into complex problems 
that may shake the foundations of the 
accord, or destroy it. 

However, it is a risk that is worth taking, for 
the simple reason that ‘he accord has estab- 
lished our bona fides in Africa as a country 
that desires peace, not war; it has given us 
the chance to speak to Black Africa as a 
country willing to help in the peaceful econ- 
omic development of Southern Africa; and it 
has given us the chance to enter into similar 
accords with other neighbours. 

The CP has recognised that it cannot stand in 
the way of peace. The HNP still believes that 
South Africa can bash all surrounding States 
into submission. 

Mr Jaap Marais also suggests that the accord 
was only entered into by the Government to 
aid the financial interests of certain elements 
in South Africa. This is ridiculous, consider- 
ing how little Mozambique has to offer, other 
than port facilities, cashew nuts, tourism and 
good fishing. 

The Government, we have no doubt, is aware 
of the obstacles that still confront South Afn- 
ca. 

Certainly, there can be none of the euphoria 
which the pact has engendered when the 
basic causes of our tensions with Black Afri- 
ca remain. 

But nothing can be resolved by conflict. That 
is why we have to give peace the chance to 
bring about changes in relationships that will 
benefit all of Southern Africa. 





BUSINESS 'ENTHUSIASTICALLY' HAILS NKOMATI ACCORD 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 19 Mar 84 pp l, 2 


[Article by Janine Stein, Sue Dobson and Fred deLange] 


[Text ] 


THE signing of the 
Accord of Nkomati be- 
tween Sovih Africa 
and Mozambique was 
enthusiastically receiv- 
ed and hailed as a “‘tre- 
mendous~———-political 
breakthrough”’ by sev- 
eral prominent South 
Afncan businessmen 
who attended the sign- 
ing of the accord on 
the border of the two 
countr’es on Friday 


Mr Harry Oppenheim- 
er, chairman of De Beers 
and former chairman of 
Anglo American, ex- 
pressed hopes that the 
‘eccord would lead to fur- 
ther co-operation  be- 
tween the countries. 

“This is the beginning 
of something, and there 
will be a great change in 
matters here. It is an ex- 
tremely important occa- 
sion. 

“It is a bit early to talk 
of economic. involvement 
in Mozambique, but it is 
certainly a possibility.” 

Mr Oppenheimer said 
that the signing of the 
accord had been “‘ex- 
tremely well done and 
was a great success for the 
Prime Minister and the 
Foreign Minister”. 


A director of Barlow 
Rand Ltd, Mr John Ma- 
ree, told The Citizen yes- 
terday he thought the 
pact was a “tremendous 
breakthrough” and would 
pave the way for others. 

He also praised Mr P W 
Botha. 

“The world belongs to 
the brave and there ts no 
doubt the Prime Minister 
iS immensely brave in 
what he is doing,’ Mr 
Maree said. 

Stability and peace in 
Southern Africa were 
very important and the fi- 
nancial implications of 
the accord were great. 

“There will be an im- 
proved capital flow, a bet- 
ter market and a stronger 
rand,” he said 


Confidence 

“The accord must be 
seen in the light of how 
many prominent people 
were prepared to attend, 
which shows their confi- 
dence in the Prime Minis- 
ter and his government. 

“The procedure was 
‘beautifully organised’ 
and the behaviour of 
those present impecca- 
ble,’’ Mr Maree said. 

Hotel magnate Mr Sol 
Kerzner yesterday toid 
The Citizen that the sign- 
ing of the treaty symbol- 
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ised a ‘wonderful, histor- 
ic day for South Africa. 
There was a tremendous 
atmosphere of good will 
there — one could just 
feel it in the air,” he said. 

“An important aspect 
of the treaty is the oppor- 
tunities it will give to 
people on both sides. It is 
hopefully the forerunner 
of similar agreements be- 
tween South Africa and 
her neighbouring states. 
The signing of the accord 
reveals insight and good 
sense on the part of both 
countries,” Mr Kerzner 
said. 

“I feel there is a 
reasonable opportunity 
for the treaty to prove to 
be successful and long 
Standing, but it 1s not 
going to be kasy and there 
will have to be a great 
deal of work on both sides 
for it to succeed.’ 


Hotel 


Mr Kerzner said he 
would consider the possi- 
bility of building an enter- 
tainment complex or ho- 
tel in Mozambique in the 
future if the Mozambique 
government feel in with 
the idea. 

“It is far too premature 
to give it much thought at 
the moment, however it is 


SOUTH AFRICA 


well known that Mozam- 
bique has a tremendous 
tourist potential and there 
is mo reason why we 
should not make use of 
this if the Mozambique 
government is agreeable 
toit,’’ Mr Kerzner said. 

Mr Donald Gordon, 
Chairmain of the Liberty 
Life organisation said he 
had found the signing of 
the treaty “‘a meaningful 
occasion. 

“There was no doubt in 
my mind as to the sinceri- 
ty of all those who took 
part in it. It was more 
than a political occasion 
and I was heartened by 
the atmosphere that pre- 
vailed over the day”’. 

‘““My only regret is that 
the signing of a treaty be- 
tween Mozambique and 
South Africa did not take 
place earlier and we could 
have reached a peaceful 
understanding before- 
hand,” Mr Gordon said. 

“The signing of this 
treaty was necessary, we 
now have an opportunity 
to work together and 
hopefully this may mean 
that we can reach similar 
agreements with other 
neighbouring countries. 


Lasting 
“The atmosphere of 
goodwill was apparent on 














both sides and the treaty 
is in everyone’s interests. 
I am optimistic that the 
Nkomati Accord will 
prove to be a lasting 
agreement. It will only be 
due to external interfer- 
ence if the accord does 
not succeed in its aims. A 
breaking down of these 
newly formed ties _be- 
tween South Africa and 
Mozambique will be di- 
Sastrous”’. 

He was optimistic that 
there might be prospects 
for South African busi- 
nesses in Mozambique. 

“These things are pos- 
sible within the course of 
time, it is important for us 
to concentrate on improv- 
ing the essentials and 
basic necessities first be- 
fore we consider any 
great business ventures in 
Mozambique. It is im- 
portant to give the situa- 
tion time and to see how 
things progress,’’ Mr Gor- 
don said. 

Mr Basil Landau, a di- 
rector of the General 
Mining Union Corpora- 
tion, (Gencor) told The 
Citizen the agreement 
was highly significant for 
both South Africa and 
Mozambique, as it elimi- 
nated the possibility of 
conflict between’ two 
countries by virtue of its 
terms 

“I am very hopeful that 
it will set the pace for fu- 
ture developments in 
Southern Africa”. 


Compromise 

“It was obvious both 
leaders recognised the im- 
portance of compromise 
and neither of them had 
given up their respective 
political views. It was a 
realisation that ultimately 
economics prevails over 
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politics. 

‘Machel realised he 
could get no substantial 
aid from Russia or China 
other than military 
weapons — this won't 
help to solve the food cri- 
sis in Mozambique and 
arms will not feed the 
Mozambican people,” Mr 
Landau said. 

‘What amazed me the 
most about Friday’s pro- 
ceedings was the sight ot 
Mozambican and South 
African soldiers talking to 
each other and swapping 
gifts. This and the atmos- 
phere which prevailed 
over the occasion has fil- 
led me with a lot of en- 
couragement”’. 

‘As a result of the sign- 
ing of this agreement, the 
ANC is sure to realise 
that people are more con- 
cerned with peace in the 
area and do not want war 
in Southern Africa,” he 
said. 


Business 
Mr Landau was opti- 
mistic that there was a 
good future for South 
African business in Mo- 
zambique, as a result of 
the signing of the treaty. 

One of Gencor’s sub- 
sidiary companies, Kohl- 
er Packaging has been op- 
erating in Mozambique 
for several years. After 
independence the com- 
pany continued to show a 
small profit. Mr Landau is 
certain this profit will in- 
crease as a result of the 
signing of the Nkomati 
Accord. 

The executive manag- 
ing director of Nedbank, 
Mr Rob Abrahamse, said 
“One had a feeling it was 
a moment in history.” 

The agreement _ be- 


tween the two countries 
and the signing of the 
accord was ‘‘very impres- 
sive and a return to reality 
for South Africa. 

“The promise of econ- 
omic and political ad- 
vancement are very 
great,” he said. 

As far as Nedbank was 
concerned, Mi: Abra- 
hamse said it was always 
involved in international 
relations and therefore 
well established to take 
up whatever challenges 
there might be in the sub- 
continent. 


Step forward 

Mr Richard Lurie, for- 
mer president of the Jo- 
hannesburg Stock Ex- 
change, said the pact was 
a ‘‘great step forward.”’ 

“Any moves toward 
political settlement in 
Southern Africa as a 
whole can only be favour- 
able for business and the 
economy of South Africa 
and neighbouring states. 

“One couldn’t fault the 
procedure which was 
done very well.’’ But al- 
though he was optimistic 
about the accord it did1't 
mean that there would be 
no further problems, Mr 
Lurie said. 

Positive 

The chairman of Volks- 
kas Federale Beleggings, 
Mr C J S Human, said he 
was Very positive and op- 
timistic about the future 
of co-operation between 
South Africa ar J Mozam- 
bique. 

He said as a business- 
man he was especially op- 
timistic about economic 
relations between the two 
countries. 

“The South African 
business sector has always 


found Maputo harbour in 
Mozambique a con- 
venient export harbour 
and we hope the accord 
will give us acces to that 
facility.” 

Mr Human said apart 
from the peace in South- 
ern Africa which would 
follow in the wake of the 
accord, the South African 
business sector would also 
have a new very import- 
ant market for their pro- 
ducts. 

The president of the 
South Africa Reserve 
Bank, Dr Gerhard de 
Kock, said the accord 
opened the way to fast 
economic growth in 
Southern Africa. 

However, he - said, 
South Africa should not 
expect quick results. 


No losers 

Dr De Kock said the 
accord was to the advan- 
tage to both countries and 
there was no losers due to 
the signing. 

The president of the 
South African Agricul- 
tural Union, Mr Jaap Wil- 
kens, said he was a bit 
sceptical about the accord 
due to the ideological dif- 
ferences between South 
Africa and Mozambique. 

“I would like to know 
the reason for these sud- 
den compliant feelings to- 
wards eachother,’ he 
said. 

However, Mr Wilkens 
felt the accord opened the 
doors for South African 
farmers to a new market. 
He said it was easier to 
export produce to Africa 
than to the rest of the 
world. 

He also saw an advan- 
tage in the fight against 
stock diseases 
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NRP DETERMINED TO FIGHT FOR PRINCIPLES 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Mar 84 p 14 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





CAPE TOWN. — The 
New Republic Party 
was going to continue 
as a political party, 
fighting by-elections in 
Natal where it believed 
it had a fair chance of 
winning, Mr Derek 
Watterson, Natal 
chairman of the Party 
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said yesterday. 

In a statement issued in 
Cape Town, he said in- 
depth discussions had 
been held by the party’s 
Natal executive following 
Press speculation on the 
party’s future after the 
Pinetown result. 

It was unanimously de- 
cided that the Party’s aim 


and principles were still 
wholly relevant and had 
to be vigorously pro- 
moted in the interests of 
the country. 

The meeting also decid- 
ed that the NRP con- 
tinues as a broad-based 
South African party and 
that in so doing: 

@ Differences with the 
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National Party be clearly 
defined while encourag- 
ing the NP to change in 
the direction of NRP phil- 
osophy and policy; 

@ Encourage the re- 
turn of members lost to 


the Party; 
@ Following the ex- 
pected constitutional 


changes, take a more ac- 
tive interest in local gov- 
ernment elections, and; 

@ Fight by-elections in 
Natal “‘where we believe 
we have a fair chance of 








winning.” 

“We believe that with- 
out the NRPg@large sec- 
tor of the e voters 
would not ha political 
home,” Mr Watterson 
said. 


Some would not trust 
the NP and most saw the 
CP as dangerous reaction- 
aries while the PFP’s poli- 
cy was considered to lead 
to a handing over of Gov- 
ernment to Black majori- 
ty rule. 

“The NRP is, there- 
fore, going to continue as 
a political party,” he said 

It would continue its 
fight for a pluralistic so- 
ciety where domination, 
Black or White, and hu- 
miliating discrimination 
were no more, Mr Wat- 
terson said. — Sapa. 





SA OFFERS CHILE HIGH TECHNOLOGY 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 11 Mar 84 p 


[Article by Savvas Georgiades ] 


{Text } 


CSO: 


SOUTH AFRICA is prepared 
to extend technological aid to 
Chile as a result of the suc- 
cessful exibition of military 
armaments at the Fida '84 
international air show this 
week. 

A spokesman for Armscor 
said the exhibition in San- 
tiago exceeded expectations 
and had received a “very fa- 
vourable” response from oth- 
er countries. 

“We cannot disclose any 
information on sales or buy- 
ers but what I can say is that 
the response has been excep- 
tional and exceeded our ex- 
pectations. 

“As a result of the success 
of the show we have told 
Chile that we are prepared to 
extend technological aid to 
their country. 

“This has received a good 
response from Chile and has 
roade headlines in all their 
pewspapers.” 
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Enthusiastic 


The highly-sophisticated 
Kuikri air-to-air missile with 
its “look-and-shoot” helmet 
was by far the biggest draw- 
card at the exhibition. 

“This has received a good 
response from Chile and has 
made headlines in all their 
newspapers.” 

The highly-sophisticated 
Kukri air-to-air missile with 
its “look-and-shoot” helmet 
was by far the biggest draw- 
card at the exhibition. 

The air-to-air missile sys- 
tem with the aid of the hel- 
met enables a fighter pilot to 
aim at a target by merely 
looking at it. 

The aircraft need not be 
pointing in the direction of 
the enemy for the weapon to 
be effective. 

“About 40 000 members of 
the public attended the show 
on the first day and were 
very enthusiastic about our 
display. 

“During business days 
various delegations took lit- 
erature and showed a keen 
interest. 

“They were a little in- 
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credulous over the Kukri 
missile and no one could be- 


lieve it possible that the sys- 


tem worked.” 


Frequency-hopping radios, 


developed in South Africa by 
Grinaker Electronics Com- 


pany and Tactic, also drew 


much interest. 

The radios can switch fre- 
quencies 30 times a second 
and are controlled by micro- 
processors which prevent thé 
enemy from listening to or 
jamming transmissions. 

Armscor’s logo “combat 
proves reliability” had a 
marked effect on buyers who 
were impressed by the fact 
that South African weapons 
had been tested in warfare. 
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POLICE ORDERED TO RETURN MAGAZINES TO AZAPO 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 19 Mar 84 p 14 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


DURBAN. — The police 
were ordered to return 
1 113 copies of the maga- 
zine ‘Frank Talk” to the 
national organiser of the 
Azanian People’s Organi- 
sation (Azapo) yesterday 
after an urgent interdict 
was brought to the Dur- 
ban Supreme Court. 

In a brief judgement, 
Mr Justice J M Didcott 
found the authorities had 
not enough evidence that 
the magazine, which con- 
tained speeches by the 
late Steve Biko, could 
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further the objects of the 
banned South African 
Students’ Organisation 
(Saso). 

Security police had 
confiscated the publica- 
tions last weekend. 

Mr Justice Didcott 
said: ‘I am far from satis- 
fied that I have enough 
evidence to justify the 
conclusion that Black 
consciousness can _ be 
identified as an objective 
of Saso as distinct from 
any number of other per- 
fectly legal organisa- 


tions.”’ 

Earlier, he said some 
aims of Black conscious- 
ness were also the pro- 
claimed goals of the for- 
mer Bantu Affairs De- 
partment — “Such as pro- 
moting self-reliance and 
developing pride in Black 
institutions.” 

“Wholly inadequate in- 
formation has been given 
to me to reach such a con- 
clusion that there is any- 
thing unlawful at all about 
the promotion of Black 
consciousness,” he said. 

He would have needed 
an expert witness to ex- 
plain what Saso envisaged 
by Black consciousness, 
he said. Without amplifi- 
cation there could be no 
case for prosecution 
under the Criminal Pro- 
cedures Act. 

He ordered the police 
to deliver to the national 
organiser of Azapo, Mr 
Ti.2bo Ndabeni, all ex- 
cept 25 copies of ‘Frank 
Talk” and ordered the 
Minister of Law and Or- 
der to pay costs. — Sapa. 
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VAAL FARMERS‘ WATER QUOTA SLASHED 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Mar 84 pp 1, 2 


Article by Janine Stein] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





FARMERS below the 
Vaal Dam to Douglas, in- 
cluding the Vaal Haarts 
Schemehave been allotted 
winter water quotas 
equivalent to 25 percent 
of the usual. 

Mr Wouter van der 
Merwe, Director of 
Water Affairs at the De- 
partment of Environment 
Affairs said yesterday fur- 
ther water restrictions 
would be discussed at a 
meeting of the chairmen 
of the Rand Water 
Board, the Orange Free 
State Water Board and 
the Minister of Environ- 
ment Affairs. 

Details of these restric- 
tions would be announced 
on March 28 and would 
come into effect on April 
1. 
Mr Ian McRae, general 
manager, operations, of 
the Electricity Supply 
Commission said for the 
time being there was no 
threat of electricity :at- 
ioning. 

At a meeting of the ad 
hoc committee for water 
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and electricity supply in 
the PWV area, Mr Mc- 
Rae said: ‘“‘We feel very 
much more confident as 
far as electricity restric- 
tions are concerned.” 

And at another meet- 
ing Dr Rudolph Focke- 
ma, chairman of Gypsum 
Industries said that a situ- 
ation had not been reach- 
ed where water supplies 
had increased and there 
was no threat of electn- 
city rationing in the near 
future. 

This was due to good 
rains in the Eastern 
Transvaal and cyclone 
Demoina in Natal. 

Dr Fockema said while 
severe restrictions had 
been imposed on some 
farmers, others should 


not be allowed to waste. 
“At the moment we are 


supposed to save 30 per- 
cent, but in the last four 
weeks the saving has 
dropped to 20 percent,”’ 
said Mr Dale Hobbs, 
chairman of the Rand 
Water Board yesterday. 
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“As the summer season 
is over, there is unlikely 
to be very much more 
water flowing into our 
dams and = restrictions 
must be intensified. 


“We are doing what is 
necessary to ensure that 
this water lasts for as long 
as possible because we 
may have to wait until 
next summer for the next 
rains and possibly longer 
than that,” he said. 


Mr Hobbs added that 
domestic sector was re- 
quired to save 30 percent, 
while in the industrial sec- 
tor the target was 15 per- 
cent. This gave an aver- 
age of 26 percent. 


“We have to encourage 
people to save and there 
should be some sort of fi- 
nancial discipline to en- 
force this. But it 1s up to 
each municipality to de- 
cide on the regulators for 
conserving water,” he 
said. 


MORE SMALL INDUSTRIES MAKE WAY INTO EXPORT MARKETS 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 12 Mar 84 p 9M 


[Article by Stan Kennedy ] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


An increasing number of small 
factories, assembly operations, 
even cottage industries, are 
making their way into export 
markets, says Mr Wim Holtes, 
chief executive of the SA For- 
eign Trade Organisation (Safto). 

He told the National African 
Federated Chamber of Com- 
merce in Durban that this de- 
veloprnent was in line with 
trends abroad. 

In Italy, small and medium 
companies contributed as much 
as 40 percent to exports. 

In countries as diverse as Is- 
rael, West Germany, Taiwan 
and Hong Kong, small firms, 
often with less than two dozen 
workers, sold to markets 
abroad. 

“In South Africa, a similar de- 
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velopment is taking place. Many 
small firms face problems of 
skilled manpower, foreign mar- 
ket data, market reaction, prod- 
uct modification needs, costing 
and pricing and foreign con- 
tacts. 


“Above all, they have limited. 


expertise and manpower for 
handling export business and 
need to be assisted in the early 


Stages until they have sufficient 


output to be of interest to the 
export trader.” 

Safto offers special small ex- 
porter development pro- 
grammes, including the alloca- 
tion of several Safto executives 
as “combination export manag- 
ers” to these firms. 

The programmes, of which 50 
are in operation, work closely 
with official trade representa- 
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tives abroad, banks, shipping 
companies and other export ser- 
vice facilities. They fit in with 
Safto’s export trainig pro- 
grammes. 

Their products are diverse 
and range from cosmetics to 
brass furniture and sportswear 
to chemicals. 

Industrial products include 
short-run spare parts and high- 
ly specialised hardware, tools 
and equipment which are of no 
real attraction to the larger 
firms. 

“Initially these small export- 
ers may not make a significant 
contribution to exports, but ex- 
perience in other countries has 
shown that firms who tasted 
success when small remained 
export-committed as they 
grew,” Mr Holtes said. 
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BUTHELEZI'S JUSTIFICATION OF INKATHA VIOLENCE SLAMMED 


London SECHABA in English Feb 84 pp 1-2 


[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


Lately there has been a lot of violence from 
Inkatha members — not so much against the 
racist regime as against those organisations 
which are confronting the regime! Let us take 
a few instances. 

In November it was announced that the 
University of Zululand would be closed and 
all examinations postponed until January. 
This was after clashes between the students 
and supporters of Inkatha, which is headed 
by Gatsha Buthelezi. Five students were killed 
in the incident, and hundreds were injured. 

This incident sparked a lot of protest 
and uproar within the black community. 
More than three thousand students at Turf- 
loop burned an effigy of Gatsha in protest 
against the violence, and other black organ- 
isations registered their protest 

Inkatha was involved in another incid- 
ent that ended in violence and intimidation. 
Archie Gumede, national president of the 
UDF, said a large crowd of armed Inkatha 
Youth members attacxed a prayer meeting 
in Hammarsdale, Natal, ca!ied by the Mpuma- 
langa Youth Organisation, a body loyal to the 
UDF. Inkatha youth prevented people from 





"Catsha Buthelezi Thunders" ] 


leaving the hall at the end of the meeting 
They burned a bus, slashed its tyres and 
smashed many car windows. They attacked 
people who attempted to douse the flames 
from the burning bus. 

In another incident, in a church confer- 
ence in Melmoth in KwaZulu, people fled for 
their lives after the arrival of a number of In- 
katha members, and after the third annual 
conference of the Alliance of Black Reformed 
Churches in South Africa (Abrecsa), led by 
Dr Allan Boesak, people fled to Durban in 
convoy after a controntation with Inkatha 
members, who were aggressive, hostile and 
intimidating. 

These incidents were ugly. What was even 
uglier was Gatsha Buthelezi’s response in a 
Statement cv the events of the 29th October 
19 which he made on November 2nd 
198aego the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly. 
We shall not go at length into this rigmarole 
of — and self-iustification spiced 
with i®coherence and political naivete 


Whilst deploring violence “‘in general,” 
Gatsha Buthelezi justifies the violence of In- 
katha — against other Blacks 


~ Saving that 
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the violence that erupted at the University 
“was not of our making,” but was ‘‘orchest- 
rated by cliques of mischief makers.” 

He spoke as if he was a member of the 
Special Branch when he said 


“I know the background to the format- 
ion of COSAS. It was formed as a frent 
organisation for the ANC’s mission in 
exile,” 


and his illogical mind led him to the absurd 
conclusion 


“In the student body there is no spon- 
taneous Opposition to me by students 
and we know that the cliques there who 
agitate for violent opposition represent 
an unholy partnership between BOSS 
and the ANC mission in exile acting 
through their nominees and surrogates.” 
His language dittered little from that of the 
apartheid architects when he talked of “peo- 
ple from other parts of the country with dif- 
ferent ethnic origins’ who cannot be toler- 
ated, that is people ‘from other ethnic back- 

ds who do nothing about the terrible 


circumstances in the places where they 


groun 
‘ome from.” 

Gatsha Buthelezi likes to talk about fight- 
ing to protect his honour ~ an honour which 
has to be protected at the cost of innocent 
young lives and injuries to many others. What 
we know is that honour 1s earned, and not 


4 
»>d by violence 


protected 
Archie Gumede hit the nail on the head 
when he said, 3.4, 
Wk 


“If he 1s willing to exercise control over 
his followers, then there will be no prob- 
lems. But if he is going to use them like 
the Nazi Youth, then there will be prob- ° 


} * » | 





Gatsha’s talk about “non-violence” is just 
empty talk, because he is very violent against 
Blacks. “P this is what he means by nat- 
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Ondl on struggle. 


CSO: 3400/723 


83 





SOUTH AFRICA 


GOVERNMENT DECISION ON SACC VIEWED AS THREAT TO TUTU 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 29 Feb 84 p 4 


[Editorial ] 


[Text | 


‘; 


THE unfortunate thing about the 
Government’s decision on the fate of 
the South African Council of 
Churches is the naked threat that 
now hovers over its general-secre- 
tary, Bishop Desmond Tutu, and its 
affairs in general. 


Bishop Tutu’s courage is un- 
daunted and it is hardly likely that 
he will be made defensive or intim- 
idated by Governmental threats or 
action. To make things even trick- 
ier, the SACC operates within the 
kind of ambit that is inevitably going 
to make it appear confrontational to 
State policy and action, in future. 


The Minister of Law and Order, 
Mr Louis le Grange, said in Parlia- 
ment the other day that the Govern- 
ment accepted the Eloff Commis- 
sion’s recommendations not to de- 
clare the SACC an affected organi- 
sation. 


“But I want to stress... that 
member churches of the SACC 
should take note that if the council 
persists in its tendency towards con- 
frontation, the State might be forced 
to use counter-measures.” 

Such threats are not only unneces- 
sary but also counter-productive. 
The State has at its command suffi- 
cient powers, legal and otherwise, to 
silence the SACC when it is per- 
ceived to be breaking the law. 


If we may be allowed to comment 
on the Eloff Commission itself,. with- 
out casting any aspersions on it, we 
are afraid such Governmental-con- 
stituted commissions work within a 
system of terms of reference which 
tends towards a particular bias. 

Whatever those who agree with 
the Eloff Commission’s report wish 
to say about its objectivity, there is 
no doubt that it was framed within 
certain perceptions with distinct 
pro-Government; what unfortu- 
nately is also believed to be pro- 
South African; tendencies. 


In other words, the Eloff Com- 
mission, like most Government 
elected commissions, made the kind 
of noises that were like music to the 
ears of those in Pretoria. There is 
nothing unusual about that because 
the State and its officials or support- 
ers think and behave in almost iden- 
tical ways. 


This kind of attitude necessarily 
turns a blind eye to other peceptions 
that are perhaps different. There 
are many decent people, who are 
completely apolitical, who believe 
the SACC has done a splendid, 
Christian job and that this must be 
kept up. Such people, if they were 
called to hold their inquiry, would 
deliver a completely different ver- 
dict — of that we are certain. 
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It is impossible for us to address 
ourselves to all the findings of the 
commission but we believe it might 
be useful to point to one last area. 

It is alleged that Bishop Tutu 
supports the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) even if he has said he 
does not like violence. It is thus in- 
ferred that he also supports the 
Communist Party. 

Our reading of the situation is 
that Bishop Tutu will support even 
the Devil himself if he (the Devil) 
attacked apartheid and tried to 
change some of the more deplorable 
oppressive laws. Bishop Tutu has 
even supported the Government in 
ways that have made him something 
of a sell-out amongst some radical 
blacks. That, we believe, is the role 
the SACC through Bishop Tutu, 
should play. 
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AIRPORT BEING REVAMPED AT COST OF R12 MILLION 


Durban THE DAILY NEWS in English 28 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


DURBAN’S airport is being revamped at a 
cost of R12 million in an attempt to change 
its ranking from “the worst in the world”. 


This ignominious title was handed to it by 
the director of the Durban Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr Sandy Morrison, who said 
the airport was a disgrace. 


Work has already begun on giving the air- 
port a facelift, and the final touches are not 
expected to be added until 1986. 


Main features of the project include en- 
larging the domestic departures hall into an 
international terminal, constructing a new 
domestic terminal, building a new fire sta- 
tion and converting part of the old first 
floor viewing platform into offices. 


The airport manager, Mr C.P.W. Schutte, 
said nothing would be demolished for the 
new complex, although there would be a lot 
of expansion, especially on the south end of 
the existing international complex. 

A new domestic arrivals and departures 
hall would be built there, with construction 
starting soon after the fire station is com- 
pleted in May. 


The terminal facilities will be more than 
doubled, which will rid the airport of its 
serious congestion problem. 


A firm of Durban architects, Daneel, Smit 
and Vennote, have drawn up the plans, 
which include ground and mezzanine floors 
housing a self-service restaurant, ladies bar 
and various boutiques. /n a-la-carte restau- 
rant will be accomodated in the old domes- 
tic arrivals building. 

The architects said they could not give a 
plan of the airport to the Press, because it 
was State property. 


Airconditioning will be a welcome feature 
of the complex, which in the past introduced 
newcomers to Durban’s hot and humid con- 
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ditions within their first few minutes of 
landing. 


Other details include facilities for handi- 
capped rfeople, up-dated luggage handling 
belts and TY units to diss ay flight inform- 
ation. 

The construction company has a three- 
year task on its hands. Written into the 
contract are a number of specific details — 
including the replanting of five huge palm 
trees and two cycads. 


The present complex has come under 
heavy fire from Durban’s business and tour- 
ist leaders. 


Describing thr airport as a disgrace, Mr 
Morrison said the chamber had been press- 
ing the Government to provide various im- 
provements. These included: 

@ The provision of air-conditioning in pub- 
lic areas; 

®@ Sufficient space in public areas for visi- 
tors to see travellers off comfortably; 

@ More convenient access to public park- 
ing areas; 

@ The construction of covered walkways 
between the airport exits and the parking 
areas so that luggage could be transported 
easily and passengers could avoid bad 
weather, 


@ Major improvements to the airport res- 


taurant. 

- “Durban has been 
fobbed off with the pros- 
pect of La Mercy air- 
port being built, but of 
course this has not tran- 
spired. As things stand 
now, Louis Botha is the 
worst international air- 
port, not only in South 
Africa, but the world,” 
Mr Morrison said. 
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The director of the 
Durban Publicity Asso- 
ciation, Mr Frank Vin- 
cent, said that the air- 
port was archaic and ur- 
gently needed attention 
so that it could be ac- 
ceptable to Durban’s 
visitors. 

The vice-chairman of 
Tongaat/Hulett Ltd, Dr 
Kees van der Pol, said 
today that the airport 
was the worst he had 
come across. 

“It is wholly inade- 
quate and very primi- 
tive,” he said. 

He said the worst 
problem at the airport 
was the congestion when 
flights arrived at the 
same time. 

Dr van der Pol said 
renovations to the air- 
port were a case of “too 
little, too late’’ and pre- 
dicted that refurbishing 
would go on intermina- 
bly. 

“It was so badly de- 
signed in the first place, 
that whatever they are 
doing musi be an im- 
provement which will 
reduce the congestion 
and inconvenience that 
tiavellers have had to 
suffer.” 
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NEW LABOR TO REPLACE STRIKERS AT KOHLER PLASTICS 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 2 Mar 84 p 14 


[Text ] 


STRIKING workers at 


the Kohler Plastics plant 
at Robertville on the 
West Rand failed to ar- 
rive for work yesterday 
and the company is to 
take on new labour. 


A Kohler spokesman 
said the workers had been 
given till yesterday to re- 
turn. 


The 200 workers went 
on strike last week be- 
cause of a retrenchment 


programme which led to 
some workers being dis- 
missed. The retrench- 
ment arose from plans to 


implement a_ four-shift 
system. 


In terms of an agree- 
ment reached under the 
auspices of the National 
Industrial Council the 
workers were to return to 
work on Tuesday and the 
company agreed to re- 
employ all retrenched and 
dismissed workers on ac- 
ceptance of new condit- 
ions of employment. 


When only 14 workers 
returned cn Tuesday to 
sign the- new four-shift 
conditions, the company 
gave the others till Wed- 
nesday toreturn. 


The spokesman said it 
was possible the new la- 
bour force might include 
members of the striking 
workforce. 


In Durban, about 600 
workers at a textile facto- 
ry in Pinetown yesterday 
entered the third day of a 
strike in support of a 
wage demand. 


Workers at Smith and 
Nephew are demanding a 
weekly basic pay increase 
of R12,50 across the 
board and the scrapping 
of 2 productivity bonus 
scheme. 


A company = spokes- 
man, Mr G K Johnson, 
would not comment as he 
was “busy with other la- 
bour matters’’. — Sapa. 
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INDIAN 'BREAKAWAY' GROUP TO JOIN LP 

Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 11 Mar 84 p 2 

{Article by Norman West and Boeti Eshak] 

{lext] THE Labour Party will be bidding for seats in both the Coloured House 
of Representatives and the Indian House of Delegates after a move by an 
Indian group tc join’ the party. 

The Rev Alan Hendrickse's party received a psychological boost this week when 
a group of 120 Indians, mainly from the Transvaal, decided to join the LP 
instead of one of the Indian parties. 

The group, among them Indians of both the Muslim and Hindu faith, were led by 
President's Council member Mr Salam Abram-Mayet, a prominent Benoni business- 


man. 


Mr Hendrickse confirmed to the Sunday Times yesterday that he had held talks 
with representatives of the group this week. 


A steering committee of 13 was chosen to put the plan into effect. 

Mr Abram-Mayet was chosen as interim chairman and the provisional secretary 

is Johannesburg businessman, Mr Jakoob Makda. 

The Labour Party's national leadership will meet on March 31 in Cape Town 
where it will discuss preparations for the coming elections for the Coloured 
and Indian Houses in the tricameral parliament, as well as the move by the 
Indian group to join the LP. 

Mr Hendrickse said yesterday that the move ‘opened up exciting possibilities". 
"They want to join us on an individual basis and not on a group basis. There 
is noth’ag in our constitution that prevents them from taking out membership 


of the Labour Party. 


“We already have members who may be classified as Indian or black. 
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"It is quite possible that our Indian members could be fighting for seats in 
the Indian House of Delegates and so give the LP seats in both the House of 
Representatives and the House of Delegates. 


"This would add a whole new dimension to coloured/Indian politics. 


“This is the type of situation we are moving towards--an open society where 
there will be no limitation on political association of people of like phil- 
osophy and ideology," said Mr Hendrickse. 


A source who attended the exploratory East Rand meetings said the idea was to 
muster combined forces in the coloured and Indian Houses when "general affairs" 
are to be discussed with the white House of Assembly. 


Let's face it,’ said the source, ''there is very little difference between the 
political, sociological and economical problems facing the coloured and Indian 
communities. 


"We are already living together as brothers and we are only separated in 
theory and in terms of Government ideology. 


“The LP's policy is acceptable to our group and we see no sense in a plethora 
of small political parties fighting the same cause. 


"By joining forces with the LP we will be strengthening our negotiating 
muscle which Government ideology weakens by putting us in different camps. 


"The existing Indian parties--the National People's Party, Solidarity and the 
Democratic Party--do not offer a home for us. Instead of having divisionary 
groups it was decided to join the Labour Party," one leader told the Sunday 
Times. 

"The Labour Party has an open constitution. With Indians in the Labour Party 
the party will have greater influence in the tricameral parliament, particu- 
larly when general affairs are discussed." 


Mr Aboo Ebrahim, a former Reform Party official, said it was time to break 
away from "tribal politics". 


"Coloured needs are no different from ours," he said. 


“Of course, the ideal would bé a party with a presence of all three chambers." 
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EFFORTS TO COMBAT SPORTS ISOLATION NOTED 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 23 Mar 84 p 6 


[Editorial: 'Fighting Back"'] 


[Text ] IT’S BEEN a tough battle to maintain our last 
few links with the sporting world outside 
South Africa. 

We face a well-funded assault by organisations 
like the South African Non-Racial Olympic 
Committee (Sanroc), the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and the UN Centre Against 
Apartheid, which runs the United Nations 
blacklist of sportsmen and women. 

The sports boycott is not simply a way of ex- 
pressing opposition to the manner in which 
sport is run here. 

If it were, we would be back in international 
sport tomorrow, since our sports administrat- 
ors have been in the forefront of the drive to 
bring down racial barriers. 

The campaign against our sportsmen is, how- 
ever, part of a wider campaign against South 
Africa, not just against apartheid, but to de- 
stroy the existing regime. 

Disinvestment is another form of attack. Iso- 
lation from cultural, technical, medical and 
other international bodies is another. 

Finally, the aim is to have economic sanctions 
imposed on this country. 

But despite the sports isolation in which we 
find ourselves, we have managed to organise 
rebel tours and some of our athletes, notably 
wonder runner Zola Budd, have impressed 
even our worst critics by their achievements. 

Economic moves against South Africa, rang- 
ing from attempts to deny us loans from the 
International Monetary Fund to disinvest- 
ment campaigns in American States, univer- 
sities and cities, attempts to bar the sale of 
Kruggerrands in the United States, and even 
threats to deny South African Airways land- 
ing rights in America, have to be taken se- 
riously. 
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However, we cannot see South Africa being 
isolated economically, not with the strategic 
minerals it possesses and its importance to its 
major trading partners. 

Nevertheless, we cannot sit idly by and let the 

_ Campaign, from whatever direction it is 
launched, go unchallenged. 

We have to fight, as sport has done, particular- 
ly sports like cricket and rugby, which have 
not taken the threats of isolation lying down. 

Rugby has maintained its links with traditional 
friends abroad; it has demonstrated that the 
Springbok green-and-gold can be worn by 
non-Whites, and it has influenced unions like 
the England Rugby Football Union to accept 
that sport in this country is being integrated 
and there is no moral reason why teams 
should not tour South Africa. 

Cricket has organised rebel tours — and will 
continue to do so — although it has failed to 
win the backing of the International Cricket 
Conference, which bows to the threats of 
non-White member countries. 

However, although the Freedom in Sport or- 
ganisation Overseas has taken up the cudgels 
on our behalf, we have not had a unified, 
concerted effort by our own sports bodies to 
put our case abroad. 

Our sports administrators are planning to 
change this, by opening an office in London 
to promote their cause and fight for our re- 
turn to world competition. 

At the same time cricket chief, Mr Joe Pam- 
ensky, has appealed to commerce to sponsor 
rebel sports tours in a bid to counter “the 
anti-South African lobby financed by the 
Eastern bloc.” 

He has warned that “there will be a campaign 
to stop all telecommunications links, all air 
travel connections, and then impose trade 
sanctions and boycotts.” 

Clearly, if the sports boycott had been a total 
success, Our enemies would have been able 
to attack our business interests with greater 
effect. : 

That is why our businessmen must accept, in 
their own interests as well as those of sport, 
that they have to help to counter the sports 
boycott by sponsoring rebel tours. 

Commerce and industry are now in the firing 
line, too. 

They must, together with sports administrat- 
ors and by their own concerted efforts, help 
to ensure that attempts to isolate us in every 
sphere do not succeed. 
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OVER 150 COMPANIES IN SA OPERATE IN "SECRET' 





Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Mar 84 p 19 


[Text } AT least 150 compan- yan, allies roan 
les in South Africa =" ted under these condit- 
exempt by Ministerial ions could, however, ap- 
decree from disclosing ply to the Registrar for in- 
information and are formation. The registered 
operating in secret, volved with “sensitive’’ address and the name of 
according to the Dep- __ trading partners. the company would then 
uty. Registrar of Com- If some of the informa- be released, Mr Coetzee 
panies, Mr Hans Coet- tion were revealed, it said. 
zee. could damage South Afri- In terms of the Com- 

ca on the world market, panies Act, a company 

The files on “secret” MrCoetzee said. must disclose to the 
companies are removed In terms of an amend- Resistrar of Companies 
from circulation and are ment to the Companies its registered address, the 
not available to public Act of 1978, the Minister "mes and addresses of 
scrutiny in the company’s may prohibit the disclo- us directord, the officials 
office. sure of and exempt a of the company, the pur- 

Mr Coetzee said there company from the obliga- P0% ap big: soe troll 
were about 150 compan- tion to disclose informa- est of the business, the 
tes Operating in “‘secret” tion. share capital and how 
but many of these were ; . _ many shares have been is- 
major companies with Mr Coetzee said com- sued and names of the 
subsidiaries which pushed —_ Panies affected would be — shareholders. 
the figure higher. involved in strategic trade A balance sheet and 

The Deputy Registrar and it would be in the annual report must also 
refused to disclose the Public interest not to be made available to the 
names of the “secret” ™ake the information _ public at the end of each 
companies, but said they available. financial year. — Sapa. 
included businesses in- 
volved in arms, petro- 
leum and strategic mine- 
rals and companies in- 
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EDITORIAL EXAMINES RECENT SALES TAX INCREASE 


Cape Town MUSLIM NEWS in English 20 Jan 84 p 16 


(Editorial: 


[Text | 


CSO: 


The recent announcement 
that General Sales Tax will 
increase to seven percent will 
come as a further blow to the 
already downtrodden. With 
unemployment reaching 
record levels, this tax will add 


- to the woes of the oppressed, 


most of whom barely survive 
on a hand to mouth basis. 
Taxation is a necessity in 
order to pay for government 
expenditure: this is an 
accepted fact. However, in this 
country the bulk of our taxes 
are pumped into the defence 
force and instruments of the 
state that maintain apartheid. 
Who pays the Administration 
Board officials who hound 
homeless women and children 
in the dead of the night? 
Who pays for the impiemen- 
tation of the Group Areas Act? 
Who pays for the forced 
removals of millions from so- 


Called ‘black spots’ to a barrer: 
Wasteland? 

Who pays for the four 
S¥:perate educational systems 
in this cout. y? 


3400/723 


"Paying for apartheid" |] 


Who pays forthe sham thatis 
passed off 2s constitutional 
reform? 

The taxpayer: you and me! 

We pay iaxes to keep this 
apartheid ~ achinery grinding 
along. Taxesin this country are 
not used to guarantee a decent 
life without hunger or fear. 

It is Allah that has promised 
us: ; 

Let them adore the Lord of 

this House who provides 

them with. food against 
hurnge’, and with security 
against fear. 

(Qur'an 106:3,4) 

Itis thus clear that one has to 
‘adore’ Allah, ie strive in His 
path, to ensure that the 
promise is fulfilled. In practical 
terms, it means striving for 
justice for all the downtrodden 
so tha’ the injustices towards 
which our taxes are used can 
be renoved from the face of 
this land. 

The struggle is for justice; 
not to reduce GST! 
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FURORE CERTAIN OVER BILL TO INCREASE SECRECY ON OIL 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 11 Mar 84 p 2 


[Article by Brian Pottinger] 





[Text ] 


CSO: 


TOUGH new provisions that 
throw a heavier blanket over 
information relating to South 
African oi] procurement, 
consumption and use have 
been presented to Parlia- 
ment. 


lated business. 

The penalties established 
by the 1°79 amendment to the 
Act — up to R7000 fine or 
seven years’ imprisonment 


. — still stand. 


Provision is again made 


ruled that a member's right 
to speak was protected in 
legislation, and he reaf- 
firmed the tradition that the 
Press was free to publish 
what was said in Parliament. 

But the tight new defini- 


. Th isions are certai for the Minister of Mineral tions in the pro legisla- 
bo weer  pnether oie pooes Affairs to give permission to tion are ah © set the 
the secrety which tradition- ublish articles. But the draft alarm bells ringing in Oppo- 


ally cloaks Government oil- 
procurement issues. — 
The Bill also has as back- 
drop recent alleged frauds 
and civil-court actions relat- 
to oil procurement in- 
volving staggering sums of 


moriey. 

The Petroleum Products 
Amendments Bill, published 
yesterday, presages fierce 
new clamps on the publica- 
tion, discussion or even com- 
mént on oil-procurement 
matters. - 


Penalties stand 


- In the past the Govern- 
ment has apparently found 
the term “publish” too loose- 
ly defined. The new Bill has 
extended the phrase to cover 
release, disclosure or con- 
veyance of information: in 
any publication, film, video, 
tape or pamphlet. 

t even prevents any “writ- 
ten or oral release, announce- 
ment, disclosure, conveyance 
or comment” from one per- 
son to another on a range of 
topics affecting oil procure- 
ment, transportation, stor- 
age, consumption or any re- 
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ill would now also empower 
him to set down any condi- 
tions he wants relating to 
publication. 

Another section allows him 
to exempt “certain persons” 

2 from the provisions of the 
Act —.a term widely inter- 
preted as being uf applica- 
tion to court proceedings and 
records. 

Mineral and Energy Af- 
fairs officials this week were 
adamant that the Bill was not 
a response to the brouhaha 
which erupted last year in 
Parliament and seemed for a 
time to threaten parliamen- 
tarians’ privilege to say what 
“— wanted in Parliament. 
o he row a when = 

pposition spokesman, 
John Malcomess, —— 
British court records dealing 
with the Salem oil scandal in 
which South Africa was al- 
legedly defrauded of nearly 
R50-million by oil sharks. 
The Department initially re- 
fused the Press the right to 
publish the speech. 


Alarm bells 
Eventually the Speaker 
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sition quarters again, and 
could well lead the official 
Opposition to review the sup- 
port they gave to the original 


‘amendment in 1979 that es- 


tablished penalties for publi- 
cation of issues dealing with 
oil procurement. 


Since then the Government 
has become mired in the Sa- 
lem fraud case in which in- 
ternational conmen allegedly 
defrauded the State’s oil-buy- 
ing agencies of R50-million. 

Although the details were 
widely known overseas for 
months, the Government re- 
fused permission for South 
African newspapers to pub- 
lish them. 

Since then there have also 
been a number of civil-court 
actions in which various indi- 
viduals connected with oil 
procurement are claiming 
enormous sums of money. 

The latest is a multi-mil- 
lion-rand suit brought by 
Pretoria arms, diamond and 
oil dealer Brigadier Jan 
Blaauw against Sasol, the 
Strategic Oil Fund Associ- 
=— and a Cape Town diplo- 
mat. 








ARMSCOR TO EXHIBIT MILITARY HARDWARE IN CHILE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 3 Mar 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





THE CHAIRMAN of 
Armscor, Commandant 
Piet Marais, said in Pre- 
toria last night the South 
African presence at the 
international air show in 
Chile represented a fur- 
ther step in the Republic’s 
participation in the inter- 
national military hard- 
ware market. 


Cmdt Marais formally 
announced that a rep- 
resentative selection of 
South African military 
hardware was being ex- 
hibited at the show. 


Fida 84 is the first inter- 
national exhibition § in 
which South Africa has 
exhibited since the 
Athens show in 1982 — 


| when the Republic’s ex- 


hibit was forced to with- 
draw. 
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South Afrnica’s exhibit 
at the show is its Kukri 


missile system — which — 


has aroused international 
interest because of its rev- 
olutionary approach, to 
air-to-air, and air-to- 
ground attacks. 


The pilot aims the mis- 
sile simply by directing it 


by sight, using a unique | 


helmet. 


Fida 84 is one of the 
biggest shows in the 
world, and attracts inter- 
national arms dealers and 
buyers to the Chilean 
capital. 

As well as the Kukri 


| system Armscor is exhibi- 


ting an extensive array os 
sophisticated electronic 
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equipment, pyrotechnic 
equipment and a_ wide 
range of ammunition. 


Cmdt Marais said vari- 
ous factors had contrib- 
uted to South Africa’s 
emergence as a _ world 
supplier of arms. 


Not least, was the arms 
embargo enforced against 
South Africa in 1977 — a 
move which accelerated 
plans to make the country 
selfsufficient in arms pro- 
duction. 


The exhibition closes 
on March 10. 

















OIL MAY HAVE INFLUENCED MOZAMBIQUE-SA PACT 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg THE CAPE TIMES in English 13 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


CHANCES of the discovery of an oil deposit off the 
Mozambique coast may be one of the key factors 
ledding to the signing of a non-aggression pact with 
South Africa. 

The two countries will sign the Accord of Nko- 
mati near Komatipoort on the border between the 
two countries on Friday morning. 

According to the February edition of the maga- 
zine African Business, a paper scheduled to be 
presented at a world conference on future petrol- 
eum areas describes the Southern Mozambican ba- 
sin as “the most promising hydrocarbon province 
offshore East Africa”. 

And, the article points out, the most recent geo- 
logical data on the offshore area “indicate that the 
chances of locating a sizeable oil deposit are far 
higher than was originally suspected”. 

The article, written before the announcement of 
the signing of the Accord of Nkomati, hails the De- 
cember meeting between the South African Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and Mozambi- 
can ministers in Swaziland. 


Guerilla ‘impediment’ 


And it emphasizes that the “main impediment”, 
according to oil industry sources, to the develop- 
ment of the oil industry “is anxiety by potential in- 
vestors that drilling tne 9 and personnel 
might be attacked by guerillas of the Mozambique 
Resistance Movement (MNR)”. 

This statement indicates just how important the 
Accord of Nkomati is for Mozambique. One of the 
kernels of the non-aggression pact is the contain- 
ment of both the MNR on the one hand and the 
African National Congress (ANC) on the other. 

Details of the pact reledsed so far disclose that 
both sides undertake not to allow their territory or 
that of a third country to be used as a springboard 
for attacks on the other, the implication being that 
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both the ANC and MNR could find themseives 
without backers in the region. 

The Swaziland meeting was welcomed by West- 
ern oil companies, and the announcement of the 
—" must have aroused emotions little short of 
glee. 

Just how interested Western oil companies are, 
according to the article, is illustrated by the fact 
that the deadline for the bidding on offshore 
blocks has been postponed twice and the deadline 
is now March 31. The postponement came “in re- 
sponse to requests” from several of the 22 oil com- 
panies involved in the bidding. 


Optimism in oil circles 


The major companies reported to be involved in 
the exploration are Shell and Esso, and this was 
confirmed yesterday by a South African oil com- 
pany source, who added that there was consider- 
able optimism in oil circles. 

The magazine reported that surveys conducted in 
mid-1982 by Norwegian and United States com- 
panies “positively establish the hydrocarbon po- 
tential of the basin’. The geologists add that “for- 
mer pessimism regarding the basin’s liquid 
hydrocarbon potential should be revised”. 

It is understood that Gulf Oil prospected in the 
region for about 10 years, but established only that 
there were considerable deposits of gas. 

Should oil exist in viable quantities — and the 
oil companies are optimistic that it does — then it 
clearly holds the potential for an economic boom 
which would be of considerable benefit for the 
whole region. 

An oil find would undoubtedly bring vast quanti- 
ties of Western capital, something which Mozambi- 
que dearly needs and which is one major reason 
why the Accord of Nkomati holds such great poten- 
tial for that country — and indeed for the whole 
region. 











TRAIN FARE INCREASES ANGER BLACKS 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 1 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by Nkopane Makobane: 


Voteless Blacks"] 


[Text ] 


THE announcement 
of train fare increases 
by the Minister of 
Transport Affairs, Mr 
Hendrik Schoeman, 
was met with anger by 
blacks yesterday. 

The anger is caused by 
the fact that third class 
passengers will be hard- 
est hit by the increases. 
The third class hike for 


‘ mainline tickets will be 


17,5 percent and for 
suburban trains 12,8 
percent. 


Dr Nthato Motlana, 
chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ten, said the 
increase in rail fares 
with the disproportion- 
ate rates for third class 
commuters, coupled 


with the recent increase _ 


in the price of brown 
bread, the steep rise in 
General Sales Tax, all 
represent a “disturbing 
pattern.” 
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He said the Govern- 
ment, representing as it 
does, the well-fed and 
over-protected white 
voters, was shifting the 
burden of financing the 
State onto the shoulders 
of the voteless poor who 
also happen to be black. 

“It is a development 
we must all condemn. 
The rich must be made 
to subsidise the poor 
and not the other way 
round,” he said. 

Mr Muntu Myeza, the 
publicity secretary of the 


Azanian People’s Orga- 
nisation (Azapo), said 
the increases were a fur- 
ther burden that blacks 
have to carry. 

He said it was clear 
from the figures that the 
poor who use third class 
coaches and who are 
black have to pay more 
to keep the wheels of ex- 
ploitation running. 





98 


"Reaction to Fare Increase: 


“We understand that 
trains have to run, and 
people have to pay taxes 
in any country which 
compares with the level 
of the South Afncan 
economy development. 

“However, South Af- 
rica iS not just any coun- 
try. It is a country where 


all blacks are denied the 
political say in matters 
affecting the admuinistra- 
tion of the country and 
their very lives. 

“Whatever academic 
justification and ratio- 
nalisation the system 
might come up with, the 
fact remains that we are 
made to pay far more 
than other people, and 
we do not have a voice 
in deciding how our 
money should be 
spent,” he said. 

He cited pnionty areas 
like education and hous- 
ing which deserve imme- 
diate attention. Because 
blacks are oppressed 
people they have no way 
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Heavy Load for 


“of directing the intran- 
sigent white overlords to 
hearken to their de- 


mands.” 

“We shall continue to 
reject all machinations 
to make the system of 
oppression operate 
smoothly. We are sick of 
white paternalism,” he 
said. 

Mr John Malcomess 


.(PFP, Port Elizabeth 


Central), speaking in 
the debate on the sec- 
ond reading of the 
Transport Affairs Ap- 
propriation Bill, said 
that raising fares for the 
poorest people in the 
country and legst for the 
richest held “definite 
dangers”. 

The fares for the 
poorest people in the 
country, he said, meant 
an increase by more 
than the rate of infla- 
tion. 
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FARMERS TO CEDE LAND FOR NUCLEAR CENTER REJECT COMPENSATION OFFER 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 2 Mar 384 p 15 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


CAPE TOWN. —. 
Shocked farmers near 
Riversdale in the 
Cape, whose lands are 
in the area earmarked 
for a nuclear-research 
centre on the southern 
Cape Coast, have re- 
jected what they have 
described as “laugh- 
able” and “totally un- 
realistic’’” Government 
offers for the purchase’ 
of their farms. 

The farmers said thts 
week they were arranging 
independent valuations of 
their farms and intended 
fighting for “fair compen- 
sation” for their land. | 

The Atomic Energy 
Corporation has chosen a 
2 500 ha site at Ystervark 
Point, in the Riversdale 
district 45 km west of 
Mossel Bay, for the re- 
search centre. 

Last year the AEC 
chairman, Dr J W L de | 
Villiers, said the project, | 
part of a nuclear-research 
expansion programme, 
would fit in with the Gov- 
emment’s _decentralis- 
ation policy. 
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He gave an assurance 
that the environmental 
impact of the proposed 
development had been 
studied and approved by 
the Department of En- 
vironmental Affairs. 

Mr Jannie Pienaar, one 
of the four farmers direct- 
ly affected by the project, 
has said the prices offered 
by the Department of 
Community Develop- 
ment for farmlands in- 
cluding his 1 070 ha coast- 
al farm Buffelshoek were 
‘“laughable”’. 


Buffelshoek is almost 
at the centre of the area 
required by the AEC. 

Mr Pienaar’s’ wife, 
speaking from their other 
farm, Schoongezicht at 
Mossel Bay, said on Wed- 
nesday she and her hus- 
bar“ had been shocked at 
the price offered for 
Buffelshoek — R355 a 
morgen, which the De- 
partment had told them 
was “as high as we can 


” 


go”’. 
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“At current market va- 
lues we could never, at a 
price as low as this, hope 
to buy a farm on the coast 
comparable to 
Buffelshoek ,” she said. 

“We are ‘ot out to en- 
rich ourseives at the 
State’s expense. All we 
are asking for is the 
farm’s replacement 
value.” 

A cpokesman for the 
Department of Com- 
munity Development, Mr 
Anton Fuchs, said in 
Cape Town the Depart- 
ment was “‘still in the pro- 
cess of negotiating” with 
the farmers concerned, 
and that no finality had 
been reached about 
prices. 

Offers of compensation 
made by the Department, 
he added, were based on 
current market values, 
and the valuers used by 
the Department were ex- 
perts in their field. — 


Sapa. 
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BRIEFS 


NATURALIZED YOUTHS--NO immigrant youth would be required to do more during 
military service than that asked of a South African conscript, the Minister 
of Internal Affairs, Mr F W de Klerk, said. Speaking in committee on the 

SA Citizenship Amendment Bill, Mr De Klerk said that in terms of the Bill, 
naturalised immigrant youths would automatically become liable for military 
service. Permanent residents aged 15 to 25, issued with their permits before 
April 19, 1978, would become citizens in terms of the Bill or lose their 
permanent residence rights. The Bill was adopted in committee. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Mar 84 p 4] 





NON-WHITE CONSTITUENCIES--BLOEMFONTEIN.--The chairman of the Delimitation 
Commission, acting Appeal Judge J J F Hefer, announced in a statement yester- 
day the quotas whereby the constituencies for the House of Representatives 
(Coloureds), and the House of Delegates (Indians), will be defined. House of 
Representatives: Cape Province--14 219; Natal--8 605; Free State--3 472; 
Transvaal--10 715: House of delegates: Cape Province--4 103; Natal--9 019; 
Transvaal 7 010. The statement said a constituency could be loaded or un- 
loaded to a maximum of lt percent more or less than the quota. In the case 
of a constituency exceeding 25 000 sq km, the number of voters in such a 
constituency could be decreased to 70 percent of the quota. Should political 
parties or other interested groups require details in respect of the distri- 
bution of voters in existing constituencies and/or electoral districts, in 
order to formulate their own proposals, the relevant information can be ob- 
tained from the secretary of the Delimitation Commission at Bloemfontein 
051-76096, the statement said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
23 Mar 84 p 11] 


SHACKLETONS TO BE GROUNDED--SOUTH Africa is to ground its fleet of Shackleton 
long-range reconnaissance aircraft in November because in arms embargo by 

the West has made it impossible to obtain spares. A SADF spokesman said the 
defence attache at the South African embassy in Washington, Colonel Freddie 
du Toit, had told a conference recently the grounding would prevent South 
Africa supplying shipping intelligence to the United States. The spokesman 
quoted the attache as sayiug the loss of data about Soviet and other naval 
movements round the strategic Cape of Good Hope oil route would be to the 
detriment of the West. Western diplomats say satellite reconnaissance has 
largely eliminated the need in the United States for Shackleton data. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Mar 84 p 2] 
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CP AGAINST ELECTORAL BILL--THE Conservative Party was not opposing the Elec- 
toral Act Amendment Bill on racist grounds, as the Government claimed, Mr 

Daan van der Merwe (CP Rissik) said. It was opposing the Bill because it 

saw it as one of the measures being used to tamper with the sovereignty of 

the White Parliament, he said during the Bill's third reading debate. The 
Bill, which provides for qualification for Coloured and Indian voters in the 
new constitution, was based on separation between Whites, Coloureds and 
Indians. In reply to a question by Mr Van der Merwe whether this was racist 
Mr Albert Nothnagel (NP, Innesdal) replied that it was not. ''Then how can 

the National Party accuse the CP of being racist when it only wants to ex- 
tend this separatism and carry it to its logical conclusion?" Mr Van der Merwe 
asked. "We wanted this Bill read for a second time in only six months because 
we see it as one of the measures being used to tamper with the sovereignty of 
this Parliament."' [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Mar 84 p 4] 


INDIAN, COLOURED VOTERS--THE "silent majority" of the Indian and Coloured con- 
munities were not in favour of confrontation, and the time had come for them 
to "silence the noisy minority,'' the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr F W 

de Klerk, said yesterday in his reply to the third reading debate of the Elec- 
toral Act Amendment Bill. Commenting on a question by Mr A Fouche (NP, 
Witbank) Mr De Klerk said the Government would not tolerate intimidation 
during the coming Coloured and Indian elections. He added that the South 
African Police and officials from his department would prevent intimidators 
from getting a hold on voters, and he encouraged potential voters to lay 
charges against intimidators. Mr De Klerk said the time had come for the 
“silent majority" to stand up and be heard. This majority, who wanted to 
participate in the political process in an ordered and evolutionary way and 
not by confrontation, should "force the noisy minority into silence." The 
Bill was read a third time after a division in which the N R P voted with the 
Government and the P F P and C P opposed the third reading. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Mar 84 p 4] 


POLITICAL DONATIONS--ANY Party or organisation could donate South African 
money to a Coloured or Indian politican Party, the Minister of Internal Af- 
fairs said Mr F W de Klerk. Replying to the third reading debate on the 
Electoral Act Amendment Bill he pointed out that the Improper Interference Act 
prohibited only foreign funding of political Parties. He reacted to a ques- 
tion by a Conservative Party member concerning allegations that the National 
Party was secretly funding the Labour Party's election campaign. He assured 
the CP that neither his department nor the National Party was giving any funds. 
"The NP collects funds for the NP alone" he said. "Not a cent of the Party's 
money will be given to another Party of whatever population group." [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21] Mar 84 p 4] 


RICHARDS BAY, UCOR WIN AWARDS--RICHARDS BAY coal terminal and Ucor (the Urani- 
um Enrichment Corporation) were among the prizewinnter when the SA Institute 
of Mechanical Engineers announced its 1984 Projects and Systems Awards in 
Johannesburg at the weekend. The Richards Bay terminal won the category for 
projects and systems exceeding R10m for its phase III expansion, worth 

R265m. Ucore featured in the same category for its pilot plant for uranium 
enrichment and its axial flow compressors. Bateman Material Handling won the 
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R500 000 to R10m category with its Elbram train mover, and Mitra won the 
under-S500 O00 category with its wool-baline machine. The institute said 

the combined force of owner-engineers and consulting engitieers working on 
Richards Bay phase III proved to be a formidable team that developed a series 
of impressive and unique enginerring solutions. The sophisticated technology 
of uranium enrichment had been mastered by only the world's most advanced 
industrialised countries, the institute said in Ucor's citation. [Text] 
[Jehannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL BUSINESS DAY in English 12 Mar 84 p 12] 


ATTERIDGEVILLE SCHOOL BOYCOTT ENDS--™ re than 50 students at the trouble-torn 
DH Peta High School in Atteridgevill»: reported for classes yesterday morning. 
The school was one of the four high schools which were closed by the Depart- 
ment of Education and Training during the recent student unrest in the area. 
The three others, Hofmeyr, Saulsville and Saulridge were reopened last 
Wednesday. The boycott ended after Bishop Desmond Tutu intervened. About 
4,000 students from various high schools later resolved at a special meeting 
to end the boycott and return to classes. Large numbers of pupils were 
re-admitted after they had signed a joint declaration with their parents 
undertaking not to interfere with the running of the schools. [Text] 
[Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Feb 84 p 3] 

AZAPO SLAMS UDF--AZAPO has condemned the United Democratic Front (UDF) for 
using politically "discredited" music groups to perform at a cultural festival 
to be held at the weekend. At a Press conference yesterday, Mr Saths Cooper, 
Azapo's vice-president, said that Juluka, a multiracial group that will be 
performing at the "People's Festival'on Sunday, defied the cultural boycott 
when it performed overseas last year. Mr Moisiuoa "Terror" Lekota, the 

UDF's publicity secretary, said he did not doubt the genuineness of Azapo's 
reservations about groups that will be performing at the festival. "We fully 
acclaim the effort Azapo and other organisations have made here at home in 
enforcing the cultural boycott. But we in UDF understood the boycott to mean 
that no cultural ties must be maintained with foreign countries." [Text] 
[Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Feb 84 p 3] 
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NEW PARTY LEADER--The new Mamelodi People's Party (MPP), which presently 
boasts of a membership of about 12,000 registered members, has appointed 

Mr Joe Hlongwane as their Jeader. At their first official meeting held at 
the Rethabile Hall, Mamelodi East on Monday night, the party elected 

Mr Hlongwane, local town councillor as their president. Mr O. K. Mbhalati 
was elecied his deputy. [Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 29 Feb 84 
p 6] 


BILLY NAIR RELEASED--Mr Billy Nair (54), one of a group of 18 sent to Robben 
Island for acts of sabotage in Natal in 1962, was released from Durban Cen- 
tral Prison yesterday after serving a sentence of 20 years. Mr Nair, of 
Durban, was one of two men who admitted being members of the Natal regional 
command of the banned Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of The Nation), military wing 
of the African National Congress, which dynamited powerline pylons in Mont- 
clair, Sarina and New Germany. The cther was Mr Curnick Ndlovu who was 
released in October last vear after serving more than 19 years. [Text] 
[Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 28 Feb 84 p 3] 
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"OPERATION HUNGER'--One of South Africa's largest supermarkets, Checkers, has 
raised 8500 000 in cash and food for Operation Hunger. In a statement to 

THE SOWETAN, Checkers’ managing director, Mr Godron Utian, said that they 
believed that in 1983 the hunger made worse by the drought, presented a 
challenge to the supermarket chain. ''We had to help, and through our drought 
appeal raised R500 000 in cash and food for Operation Hunger,'' he said. "But 
hunger is an ongoing condition in our society, as it is in many others. We 
believe that Food Banks can collect tremendous amounts of food which would 
otherwise be wasted, dug back into the soil or dumped. ''We cannot afford 
wastage. Any surplus food from any of our 189 stores will in future be 
channelled into Food Banks," said Mr Utian. Meanwhile the drought relief 
organiser, Mrs Ina Perlman, national manager of Operation Hunger, has assessed 
that more than 357,000 people will require some form of drought relief during 
this year as dozens of rural communities begin a painful reconstruction of 
their lives after South Africa's worst drought in decades. [Text] 
{Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 29 Feb 84 p 2] 


LOAN FOR HOMELANDS--Cape Town--A total of R45.3-million on an interest-free 
basis had so fav been made available by the Government to the Dev lopment 
Bank of Southern Africa so that it could finance projects in the independent 
homelands, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said yesterday. 

In a written reply to questions by Mr Salmon Barnard (CP. Langlaagte) 

Mr Botha said the Government would take up R168-million in share capital for 
an initial period of five years. No interest would be payable on this amount, 
of which R16.8-million had already been invested. Payments of R43.5-million 
had already been transferred to the bank on an interest-free basis, so that 
the bank could undertake certain development projects during the 1983/1984 
financial year. Mr Botha said South Africa and the independent states were 
the investors in the bank. Transkei and Bophuthatswana would each tape up 
R10-million, Ciskei R7-—million and Venda R5-million. Each state had so far 
invested ten percent of its final payment. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 2 Mar 84 p 4] 


TELEPHONE BACKLOG--HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.--The backlog of people waiting for 
telephones was expected to increase to 240 000 by the end of March, the 
Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, Dr Lapa Munnik, said yesterday. 
Introducing the second reading of the Post Office Appropriation Bill, he 

said this meant an increase of 14 600 on the previous year or 6.8 percent. 

He said although large programmes had been embarked on to expand the infra- 
structure, not all of the programmes had been completed. This resulted in a 
slowing down of the provision of telephone services. In addition the demand 
for services had increased. Dr Munnik said that by the end of March an esti- 
mated 3 651 500 telephones, including extensions, payphones and miscellaneous 
services would be in existence. He said that during the current financial 
year the capacity of automatic exchanges would be expanded by 14 000 lines. 
This would be achieved by establishing 14 new automatic exchanges and replac- 
ing 34 manual exchanges. In addition, 82 existing automatic exchanges would 
be expanded, and 13 replaced by larger units. Dr Munnik said that further ex- 
pansion during the 1984/5 financial year should bring a further 300 000 lines 


i a [Text] [Johannesburg THE CAPETIMES CITIZEN in English 14 Mar 
D 
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VW BUYS SA COAL--VOLKSWAGEN of South Africa's parent company in Germany, 
Volkswagenwerk AG of Wolfsburg, has placed an order for 700 000 tons of 
prime quality South African coal. The coal will be supplied by General Min- 
ing Corporation via Krupp Handel GmbH and is worth some R26-million at cur- 
rent market prices. The coal will be used to generate electricity and heat 
in the automobile manufacturing giant's own power station in Wolfsburg. 

The VW power station also supplies the city of Wolfsburg with power and 
heat. Volkswagenwerk announced that the first shipments, totalling 80 000 
tons, will be delivered in 1985. The annual rate of delivery thereafter 
will be 120 000 tons in 1986 and in 1987, and 190 000 tons in 1988 and 1989. 
This is the first time that Volkswagenwerk has contracted to buy South 
African coal. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Mar 84 p 18] 


CSO: 3400/796 
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TANZANIA 





VIJANA TO ESTABLISH OWN NEWSPAPER, SELL SPECIAL CARDS 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p 1 
[Article by Daniel Mshana] 


[Text] THE Tanzania Youth Organisation (VIJANA) plans to establish its own 
newspaper to propagate the Party ideology and highlight youth activities. 


This was stated at the weekend by the Secretary-General Ndugu Mohamed Seif 
Khatibu when presenting Vijana's five-year strategy. 


He told the Second Electora’. Conference at the Arusha International Conference 
Centre here that the paper would also give correct interpretation of events 
taking place in Tanzania. He did not say when the paper would be launched. 


It is understood that some foreign countries have agreed to set up a printing 
press in Dar es Salaam for the Vijana newspaper, Ndugu Khatibu, however, called 
upon relevant public institutions, government ministries and friendly socialist 
countries, to support the take-off of the newspaper. 


On national security, Ndugu Khatibu said Vijana would prepare a special cam- 
paign to mobilise youth to guard border regions in order to minimise goods 
smuggling. He said this would be done in collaboration with the armed forces. 


Ndugu Khatibu disclosed that selected Vijana members in offices, industrial 
units and large estates would be trained to collect data and information re- 
vealing corruption and sabotage activities. This information would be sub- 
mitted to the Disciplinary Commission of the Party for prompt action. 


The Youth Organisation would also set up and strengthen its Secretariat from 
district to national level. It would also seek legal registration to enable 
it become the sole forum for Tanzanian youths in a bid to unite them, Ndugu 

Khatibu said. 


He further said it would be recommended to the Party that the eligible age 
for Vijana leaders be raised to 35, instead of the present ceiling of 30 years 
which deprived the Organisation of capable leaders because of the age factor. 
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He said the Organisation would set up brigades as directed by the Party 
Secretary-General, Ndugu Rashidi Kawawa, when opening the conference last 
week. The youth would also implement the national afforestation campaign 
supplimenting efforts of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism. 


The report noted with concern lack of ideological debates in factories, 
villages, offices and even in secondary schools, the University and other 
educational institutions. 


Ndugu Khatibu said these debates would be revived in a special programme to 
be prepared in collaboration with the Department of Ideology, Training and 
Political Education of the Party National Executive Committee (NEC) Secre- 
tariat. 


Vijana also intend to sell special cards throughout Tanzania requiring every 
patriot to put in writing his/her support for the Union and the policy of 
socialism and self-reliance. 


One side of the card shows a picture of President Nyerere and the late Presi- 
dent Abeid Amani Karume mixing the Tanganyika and Zanzibar's soils on 
April 26, 1964. 


The other side has Mwalimu Nyere's address, details about the oath and an 
empty space where one will be required to fill in his particulars. 


Announcing this on Saturday night, a Member of the Party National Executive 
Committee (NEC), Ndugu Joseph Nyerere, said each card will be sold at 10/50. 


he explained that the purpose of printing the cards was to enable the Party 
and the Government to know the exact number of citizens, particularly youth, 
who were ready to defend the union and the Party policy. 


He asked those who would buy the cards to fill them. A special register would 
be opened in the Party Chairman's office where they would be recorded and pre- 
served. 


‘Vijana will print millions of these cards and distribute them to every re- 
gion, district and division. A proper system will be devised on the collec- 


tion of the money from the sales", Ndugu Nyerere said, amid cheers from the 
1,000 participants. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANIA 


PRICES OF SEVEN ITEMS INCREASED EFFECTIVE TODAY 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] THE National Price Commissioner has increased prices of seven items 
including those of mosquito coils, refined table salt and safety matches ef- 
fective today. The prices vary from 13 to 35 per cent. 


The new prices are pan-territorial, except for Mosquito coils which are appli- 
cable upto district headquarters. 


Prices of dried yeast, ox-plough treck chains from Zimbabwe, bicycle tubes 
manufactured by the Tanzania Shoes Company (BORA) and bush knives manu- 
factured by Cotex metals of Dar es Salaam, have also gone up. 


Reasons cited for the price increase include devaluation of the shilling 
against the dollar, price increase for raw materials as well as high running 
and production costs. 


According to the price list, retail price for a kilo of dried yeast from 
Britain would be 54/60 instead of 40/20. 


A carton of 100 by 100 grammes of the commodity has gone up to 9/20 and a 
drum of 25 kilogrammes now sells at 1,364/20 respectively. However, the 
prices for the commodity became effective from February 24 this year, accord- 
ing to the Price Commissioner. 


A mosquito coil that was selling at 0/75 will sell at 1/15. The price is for 
all brands manufactured in the country. Wholesale price for the commodity is 
346/25 and 374/50 per carton respectively. 


Imported oxen treck chain now sells at 253/-. 


Safety matches manufactured by Kibo Match Corporation which were selling at 
0/35 per match now sells at 0/45. It has been stressed however that a box 
of matches should not have less than 45 sticks. 


Bicycle tubes until yesterday selling at 76/60 and 27/70 for sizes of 26/28 
of 0.9 and 0.3 kilogrammes respectively have gone up to 89/25 and 43/20. Ex- 
factory price would be 77/60 and 37/55 respectively. 
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Refined table salt made by the Kunduchi Salt Works, and whose price was not 
controlled until yesterday, would now sell at 8/40 per kilo or 418/40 per 50 
kilogramme bag. Prices at wholesale and sub-wholesale are 6,844/- and 
7,607/45 respectively. 


Bush knives manufactured by Cotex of Dar es Salaam sells at an ex-factory 
price of 30/20 for a 16 inch straight (panga) 32/15 and 34/39 at wholesale 
and sub-wholesale respectively and 37/75 at retail. 


Dried yeast price has gone up because GEFCO who were importing it at price 
24 per cent higher than in 1982. 


In the case of treck chains, the commisioner says high costs of transporting 
the item from Harare to Dar es Salaam, as well as payment of import duty which 


the Ubungo Farm Implements was exempted in the case of imports for agricultur- 
al farm implements, had further necessitated the price increase. 


CSO: 3400/794 


108 











TANZANIA 


SHINYANGA, MWANZA AUTHORITIES APPEAL FOR FOOD SHORTAGE AID 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p 3 


[Text] SHINYANGA regional authorities have appealed to the government for 
help to ease food shortage facing about 500,000 people in the region. 


The food shortage has been worsed by drought since last December, a weekly 
report prepared by the Shinyanga Regional Development Directorate has stated. 


According to the report to the State House and the Prime Minister's Office in 
Dar es Salaam, some 12,710 tonnes of food grains are needed in March and 
April for some 463,227 people threatened with hunger. 


The region needs a flow of grains from the National Milling Corporation (NMO) 
at an average of 900 tonnes a week. But last week, according to the report, 
the region received only 128 tonnes. 


The report further indicated that by March 10, this year, there were 354 tonnes 
of food crops at the NMC, Shinyanga Branch, the equivalent of two days' re- 
quirement. { 


Giving the fiture of the requirements for the next two months in each district, 
the report says 1,559 tonnes are for Kahama; 6,575 tonnes for Shinyanga rural; 
2,652 tonnes for Maswa, 1,050 tonnes for Shinyanga Urban and 874 tonnes for 
Bariadi. 


The numbers of people affected in those districts are 219,200 from Shinyanga 
Rural; 139,560 in Maswa; 51,967 in Kahama, 35,000 in Shinyanga Urban and 
17,500 in Bariadi. 


Many parts of the region have received no rains since last December, particu- 
larly in Maswa and Shinyanga districts whose total population is estimated at 
734,783. 


Negezi, Kishapu and Mondo divisions in Shinyanga District; Meatu sub-district 
and Mwagala Division in Maswa are reportedly seriously affected. 


As a result, people in those areas may need relief food until the 1985 har- 
vesting season. 
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Meanwhile, Mwanza region has appealed to the government for supply of 30,000 
tonnes of food for 269,000 people in kwimba. Magu and Mwanza districts which 
have been hit by drought this season, Shihata reported at the weekend. 


According to the Mwanza Regional Agricultural Officer, Ndugu Sebastian Kanga, 
16,250 tonnes of maize, 5,000 tonnes of rice, 3,750 tormnes of cassava and 5,000 
tonnes of beans were required. 


Ndugu Kanga said the region had suggested that the food be supplied in three 
phases from July to September and October to December this year and from Janu- 
ary to March next year. 

lie added that the problem of food supply in the region should be tackled 


adding that expansion of cultivation of sweet potatoes, cow peas and cassava 
should be strengthened. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANIA 


VIJANA TO COMPLETE SOON REGISTRATION OF ITS ECONOMIC WING 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] THE Tanzania Youth Organisation (Vijana) has said the process of 
registering the Organisation's economic wing, Vijana Levelopment Corporation, 
would be completed soon. 


This was stated yesterday by the Organisation's Secretary-General, Ndugu 
Mohammed Seif Khatib, when presenting the Organisation' five-year report 
to the second ordinary conference at Arusha. 


The establishment of the Vijana economic wing was resolved by the 1982 
seminar of the Organisation held in Dar es Salaam in 1982. 


He said that after take-off, the corporation, in addition to initiating new 
projects, would strengthen such projects as the Organisation's hostel at 
Kinondoni in Dar es Salaam built with assistance from Yugoslavia, which 
cost about 15m/-. 


Ndugu Khatib, who expressed concern over youth's failure to join the Organi- 
sation in their great numbers, said the movement had 4,155,889 members out 
of 13,407,957 youths in the country. 


The membership of the Organisation, according to Ndugu Khatib, represented 
31 per cent of the country's youth who were 75 per cent of the , opulation 
now standing at over 19 million people. 


Out of the total, he said, four million were Young Pioneers, 80,000 secondary 
Students and 25,000 youths from various institutions. Ndugu Khatib also said 
the Organisation had 5,573 branches at places of work and 402,986 members in 
villages, Mtwara Region had the highest number of branches with 22,792 
members followed by Mara Region with 497 branches and 20,075 members. 


The highest number of members was in Kilimanjaro Region with 26,484 members 


from 292 branches, he said, adding that Dar es Salaam had 99 branches with 
15,788 members. 
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The Secretary General said in last five year, 11,657 members ceased to be 
Vijana members due to their age reaching 35 years, the maximum for the Or- 
ganisation's membership. 


The congress was opened on Thursday by the CCM Secretary General, Ndugu 


Rashidi Kawawa. It is expected to be closed on March 20 by Zanzibar's Chief 
Minister Seif Shariff Hamad. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANIA 


SOKOINE SAYS LEADERS MUST MAKE PEOPLE FIGHT POOR LIVING CONDITIONS 
Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 18 Mar 84 p 1 
[Article by Attilio Tagalile] 


[Excerpt] THE Prime Minister, Ndugu Edward Sokoine, has said the main task 
of Party and Government leaders in the country now should be to make people 
fight against poor living conditions. 


Ndugu Sokoine said this when addressing rallies at the Mujida and Mpipiti 
villages in Singida Rural District yesterday. 


He said the objective of living in rural areas was to wipe out their poverty 
through organised agricultural production. 


Noting that staying in the villages was not an end in itself, he said, "the 
first stage of the struggle to reconstruction of our nation," was reminding 
the villagers of the enormous task that lay ahead. 


He said Tanzanians were still suffering from numerous diseases. "Our roads 
leave much to be desired while food and housing facilities were still far 
from satisfactory." 


Ndugu Sokoine said Tanzania was not short of good arable land, adding that 
it was imperative that this invaluable resource was well utilised in a bid 
to change our poor living condition. 


He said in order to do that, it was high time they made use of youths whom, 
he said, were yet to make their impact in the national economy. 


The prime minister said: "We are tired of begging for food from abroad. We 
are tired of using our hard earned foreigh exchange for importing food in- 
stead of meeting our most pressing development projects." 


Calling for the full participation of every able-bodied person in agricultural 


production, Ndugu Sokoine urged the villagers not only to increase their 
acrearage but also to increase their yield per acre. 
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The Prime Minister reiterated his call on the need to grow crops which were 
suitable in their areas. 


He appealed to the villagers not to misuse their food. ‘You should always 
make a point of reserving your food, especially between January and May." 


On the present food shortage in the region, Ndugu Sokoine said the government 
would soon dispatch 900 tonnes of foodstuffs to the region. 


He said since millet and sorghum grew well in the region, it was also time 
efforts were made to import millet grinding mills for the region instead of 
maize mills. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANIA 


SUBSTATION'S NON-COMPLETLON LINDERS POWER LINE'S PROGRESS 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p 3 
[Article by Tiruhungwa Michael] 


[Text] NON-completion of a power sub-station at Kidatu, in Morogoro Region, 
is the only snag hindering progress on a 220 Kilovolt (KV) transmission line 
from Kidatu to Iiufindi, in Iringa Region. 


The Deputy Minister for Water and Energy, Ndugu Edgar Maokola-Majogo, told 
reporters that construction of the sub-station, which began at the close of 
1980, had stopped for almost a year now due to failure to pay a foreirn 
subcontractor working on the substation. 


Sone 7.6m/- in foreign exchange, he said, was yet to be received from the 
financers of the project--the African Development Bank, Commonwealth De- 
velopment Corporation (CDC) and OPEC--to pay a Swedish subcontractor, AS¥AN. 


The completion of the sub-station, initially scheduled to be commissioned by 
mid 1982, would help normalise and step up power supply to Itakara, Mikumi, 
Kilombero Sugar Fectory, Mag'ula, Iringa township and Mufindi Pulp and Paper 
Mill. 


The 213 billion Mufindi Mill is expected to go on trial production in June, 
this year, pending adequate supply of power. 


The Minister, who visited the site last week, ascertained that if the money 
is paid, the remaining work on the sub-station would take two months at most. 


The government is making every effort, including negotiations with the finan- 
ciers, to ensure that the funds are secured, Ndugu Majogo explained. 


The snag has also affected the seven-year-old Ifakara electrification project 
which formally took off in 1977. The project was aimed at supplyins electric- 
ity to Mang'ula Ifakara and Mikumi. 


During his five-day visit to Morogoro Region, the Minister also inspected 
water projects being supervised by the Dutch firm--DHV Consulting Engineers. 
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He noted that the rural water supply prograinmes being carried out in the 
Morogoro and Kilosa districts had been a success with more than 800 shallow 
wells now built. 


The Dutch firm is working in phases on two programmes--shallow wells and piped 
water supplies. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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SOKOINE IIAILS SINGIDA REGION RESIDENTS FOR INTRODUCING COTTON 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 84 p 1 
[Article by Attilio Tagalile] 


[Text] THE PRIME MINISTER, Ndugu Edward Sokoine, yesterday commended Singida 
Region residents for introducing cotton in the region. 


Ndugu Sokoine commended the residents after touring five cotton farms of 
between 36 and 104 hectares owned by Ujamaa villages in Iramba District. 


Addressing Kegional and Iramba District Party and government leaders at Kiomboi 
yesterday, Ndugu Sokoine said he had been highly impressed by large tracts 

of cotton plantations which in the past would have only been owned by capita- 
lists. 


Commending leaders of the region for helping in the introduction of cotton, 
the Prime Minister, said the new cash crop would go a long way towards stab- 
lising the food situation in Singida Region. 


He explained that in the past Singida faced food shortage because the people 
used to sell their food crops in order to get money to meet other expenses. 


He said following the introduction of the new cash crop the people in the 
region would now be able to conserve all their foodstuff, leaving cotton to 
cater for other financial matters. 


Ndugu Sokoine further said that he had been greatly impressed to see that 
apart from earning good revenue from the crop, villagers in the district were 
using their money to buy important things such as vehicles and flour nills. 


lie called on the villagers in the district to use the newly introduced cash 
crop in improving their standard of living by putting profit from the crop in 
good use. 


He told them to emulate their counterparts in Ruvuma Region where he said each 
village had a target of building 30 modern houses each year. 
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The Prime Minister, however, told the peasants that opening large-scale cotton 
plantations was not enough. "What is important is to increase cotton yield 
per hectare,’ he said. 


He said the only way to increase cotton yield per hectare was through the ap- 
plication of scientific agricultural methods. 


The Prime Minister however expressed concern over the state of their individu- 
al cotton plots which he said were not well looked after compared with their 


communal plots. 


He said since 95 per cent of cotton plantations in the region were privately 
owned it will be wrong to neglect private holdings. 


Ndugu Sokoine advised residents in the region not to prow other cash crops 
but to concentrate and specialise in cotton growing. 


Today the Prime Minister is expected to visit Singida Rural District where he 
will inspect varius agricultural development activities. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANTA 


SOKOINE: ACRICULTURE, DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES SHOULD GO TOGETHER 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p l 


[Text] TO CHANGE the living conditions of Tanzanians and the face of vil- 
lages, agriculture and development activities should go together, the Prime 
Minister, Ndugu Edward Sokoine, has stressed. 


Speading to the Singida regional committee at a special sitting yesterday, 
Ndugu Sokoine said every region should set a special target to help raise 
agricultural output for the development of the people. 


lie cited Ruvuma Region which set a target that each village construct 30 
modern houses each year. 


Singida Region can also set for itself such a target. If we do like this, 
we will make big strides in development'’, he stressed. 


At present the people had more Party and Government leaders than at any other 
point in history. "How can we then help the people?" he asked. 


Time had come for Party and Government leaders to contribute fully in over- 
coming economic difficulties. 


‘Our present work is to lead the people and change their living conditions", 
the Prime Minister said. 


He pointed out that the leaders must use their experience to help in develop- 
ment of the country as directed in the "Siasa ni Kilimo" directive. 


Ndugu Sokoine said that farming was scientific. “If we truly want to overcome 
the problem of food supply, we must change our agricultural methods by stres- 


sing modern farming", he noted. 


lle commended the Singida Region leaders for unity and cooperation which was 
the foundation of their successes. 


Welcoming the Prime Minister, the Singida Regional Party Secretary, Ndugu 
Gaspar Augustino Hiza, said the Singida Regional Executive Committee supported 
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the proposal by President Samora Machel of Mozambique that Mwalimu Nyerere 
be the sole presidential candidate for the coming presidential elections. 


Earlier Ndugu Sokoine visited Doroto, Mitundu and Chikuyu villages in 
Manyoni District to inspect agricultural work. 


Today Ndugu Sokoine is scheduled to start a three-day tour of Dodoma 
Region starting with Mlali-Iyegu village in Mpwapwa. 


From there he goes to Iduo, Chisalu and Suguta before he inaugurates the 
Mpwapwa District Council. On March 20 he visits Chamae, Songambele and Mkoka 
Villages. 


CSO: 3400/794 
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TANZANTA 


BRIEFS 


ABD SEWAGE LOAN--THE African Development Bank (ADV) has agreed to provide a 
200 million/- loan for the construction of the sewage system of Tanzania's 
new capital, Dodoma. The Director-General of the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA), Ndugu Daniel Minja, told newsmen in Dodoma on Thursday that 
the agreement to finance the project was reached in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, 
recently between a CDA delegation led by Ndugu Minja, and ADB officials. 
Ndugu Minja said an ADB mission is expected in the country this May to final- 
ise the agreement. [Text] [Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 18 Mar 84 

p 1) 


EGYPT TRADE TALKS--TANZANIA and Egypt have agreed to set up new proposals for 
trade between the two countries and review a trade agreement signed seven 
years ago. The agreement is due to expire next May. The Minister for Trade, 
Ndugu Mustafa Nyang'anyi told Radio Tanzania yesterday on arrival from Cairo 
that the tow countries had also agreed to review trade relations with a view 
to discovering new areas of trade cooperation. Ndugu Nyang'anyi said he had 
agreed with the Egyptian Minister for Economy and Foreign Trade, Dr. Mustafa 
Kamel El-Said, to hold a meeting of a Tanzania-Egyptian joint trade committee 
in Tanzania at a date to be agreed later. Ndugu Nyang’anyi'’s visit to Cairo 
is a follow up to agreements reached between the two countries during presi- 
dent Ilosni Mubarak's visit to Tanzania last month. During the visit, the two 
presidents noted that the volume of trade between the two countries had de- 
clined in recent years. They agreed to rectify the situation by taking neces- 
Sary measures. Ndugu Nyang'anyi has extended an invitation to Dr. Mustafa 
El-Said for Egypt's participation in the Eighth Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair. [Text] [Dar es Salaam SUNDAY NEWS in English 18 Mar 84 p 1] 


NETHERLANDS GRANT--THE Dutch Government has agreed to grant 336m/- to Tan- 
zania for financial and technical assistance under the 1984 bilateral co-oper- 
ation programme. The Minister for Finance, Cleopa Msuya, and the Netherlands 
Charge d'‘Affaires to Tanzania, Theo Arnold, yesterday signed in Dar es Salaam 
the administrative arrangements for projects which will get the assistance. 
An official in the Ministry for Finance said after the signing that some 
248m/- would, however, be for financial assistance while 88m/- was for tech- 
nical assistance. He said further consultations would be held in the near 
future to decide the utilisation of the assistance under this programme. He 
said, however, that out of the amount four projects would get about 50m/-. 
One of the projects is the National Soil Services at Mlingano-Tanga Region, 
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where some 32m/- would be used, he added. Other projects to be covered 
by the assistance include the Mapinduzi Dairy Plant, the tractor repair 
workshop and the Cheju rainfed rice project in Zanzibar. They will get 
18m/-. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 84 p 1] 


MBUYUNI IRRIGATION PROJECT--THE Mbuyuni irrigation scheme in Iringa district, 
built ten years ago, by Sudanese experts is to be rehabilitated under the 
Iringa Regional Agricultural Development Project (IRADEP) with financial 
support from the European Economic Community (EEC). An official from the 
project, Van Kooten, has said that proposals to rehabilitate the scheme have 
been forwarded to the Dar es Salaam EEC office for approval and work would 
Start probably next year. The scheme, covering 500 hectares was built in 
1974 after the Party resolved at its meeting in Moshi that efforts should be 
taken to increase agricultural production through irrigation. Due to expan- 
sion of irrigated land, the amount of water from the existing intake has be- 
come inadequate and the canals have to be widened to allow more water to cover 
a larger area. Meanwhile irrigation structures are being built at Mgesa and 
Mgama villages in the district under the same projects. The construction of 
intakes for both schemes have been completed and work is in progress to lay 
the infrastructure, expected to be completed next month. Work has also start- 
ed at two other irrigation schemes at Nyanzwa and Kiponzero. About 40 
agricultural extension workers, village chairmen and secretaries from Mahenge, 
Kalenga, Mlolo, Idodi and Pawaga divisions are attending a two day seminar 

on irigation organised by the EEC. Opening the seminar yesterday, the Iringa 
Regional Developmetn Director Alfred Mudemu, underscored the importance of 
irrigation as the surest way of increasing agricultural production in areas 
with scarce rainfall. He called on irrigation extension staff to organise 
peasants so that they get water for farms at the right time. He said they 
should devise a system of water distribution and crop rotation to achieve 
aptimum results. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 17 Mar 84 p 3] 





EEC FINANCES TRAINING CENTERS--SOME 17,800 oxen have been trained in Iringa 
Region since the introduction, several years ago, of ox-training units to 
replace the jembe with animal power in farming. There are more than 100 ox- 
training units in the region co-financed by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
the European Economic Community (EEC). In these units, peasant farmers attend 
three-month courses learning modern farming methods, including the use of ox- 
ploughs. A survey conducted by the agricultural mechanisation unit has re- 
vealed that there are 858 tractors and 30,710 ox-ptoughs in Iringa. The sur- 
vey said 389 of the tractors are working and the rest have broken down beyond 
repair. A mechanisation officer, Ndugu Elifasi Madeha, said that these could 
be cannibalised to provide spares for those serviceable tractors. Ndugu 
Madeha said the tractors are owned by government departments, parastatals, 
private companies, religious organisations and individual farmers. Ndugu 
Madeha said that in 1983/84 Iringa required more than 15,000 ox-ploughs. But 
at the end of last December only 2,660 were available. The region also required 


71 new tractors but only 24 were obtained. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS 
in English 16 Mar 84 p 3] 
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PARASTATAL LOSSES--THIRTY nine per cent of more than 350 parastatal organ- 
isations made losses during the past five years. And by last June 198 other 
public organisations were behind schedule in the preparation of annual ac- 
counts. The Director General of the Tanzania Audit Corporation (TAC), 

Ndugu Shabani Senkoro, told members of the University of Dar es Salaam Ac- 
counting Association they would boost the fund of their association if thev 
helped parastatals write their books. He was speaking at a dinner in honour 
of the outgoing executive committee, under the leadership of Ndugu A.B.". 
Sabbi, at the Rungwe Oceanic Hotel on Friday. Ue encouraged them to study why 
parastatals were making losses and suggest possible remedies which would save 
the nation from unnecessary financial losses. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY 
NEWS in English 19 Mar 84 p 1] 
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UGANDA 


DP LEADER SAID WORRIED ABOUT OBOTE'S COUP REMARKS 
‘<ampala MUNNANSI in English 17 Feb 84 pp 1-2, 15 
[Commentary: "Ssemogerere Condemns Obote's War Drums"'] 


[Text] The Opposition Democratic Party is seriously concerned about 
President Obote's call to his supporters to get sticks, pangas and stones 
co fight in case he, Vice President Paul Muwanga or some other Cabinet 
Minister was arrested in a scenario for a coup d'etat. This was stated 

by the leader of Opposition who is also the President General of the Demo- 
cratic Party Hon P.K. Ssemogerere at a press conference held at the DP 
headquarters in Kampala last Thursday, 16/2/84. 


Flanked by the DP Secretary General Mr Bob Kitariko and the Publicity 
Secretary Hon Dr Ojok Mulozi, Hon Ssemogerere said that President Obote's 
words suggested that all was not well in government. 


"Obote's statement suggests a possibility of coup," Ssemogerere said. 
Noting that in the same speech President Obote said that the guerrillas had 


failed and could never succeed to topple the government, the leader of the 
Opposition then urged government to tell the people of Uganda where he 


thinks the trouble would come from. "Are there problems in UPC like those 
that happened in 1965/66 or are we threatened by foreign "aggression," he 
asked. 


Ugandans who have suffered a lot whenever there has been a coup or an 
attempted coup are entitled to be informed of the background of the 
President's suspicions. He added that even Uganda's international friends 
who are helping us with aid and assistance on the assumption that Uganda is 
stabilising and that Ugandans are committed to peaceful change of 
government are entitled to an explanation. 


The DP boss said that Obote's statement, unsubstantiated, amounted to 
inciting violence and hatred among Ugandans. The Democratic Party has always 
hoped that Ugandans could turn their backs on violence once and for all, and 
instead embark on a political programme to educate the army, police and 

all other Ugandans to commit themselves to the principle of peaceful means 

of acquiring and retaining power. Were this to be accomplished fear of 
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anyone removing another by force will recede. Ssemogerere emphasized that 
so long as Ugandans avoid submitting themselves to the democratic process, 
sounding war drums will not help anyone. 


On another statement by Obote to the effect that Ssemogerere had written 

a lot of letters to Obote, some of which Obote admitted to have ignored, 

the leader of the Opposition said that Obote was free to ignore his advice 
and he (Ssemogerere) was also free to accuse him before the world of his 
failure to make the country take off. Mr Ssemogerere observed that since 
the 1980 elections thousands of Ugandans had been killed, imprisoned, forced 
into exile and lost their property. "There has to be a reason why all this 
is happening. For the last three years if the UPC had a plan to improve the 
security situation it would by now have succeeded," he charged. 


Mr Ssemogerere revealed that since the 1980 elections the Democratic Party 
had called upon government to institute commissions of inquiry into various 
incidents. In some cases government had ignored the requests while at 

other times it has agreed only to back out soon. He cited a commission of 
enquiry announced following the murder of a prominent physician in Jinja, 

Dr Ibanda, in 1981 by the Minister of Internal Affairs J.M. Luwuliza-Kirunda 
which never functioned at all. 'My interpretation of all this, Ssemogerere 
said, is that there is cover up." Some elements in government fear exposure 
and they think commissions of inquiry given sufficient powers would go too 
far. 


On the observation by Dr Obote about Hon Luke Kazinja, to the effect that 
no party should protect suspected criminals, Mr Ssemogerere replied that 
the DP does not interfere in lawful investigation of any member of DP. All 
we insist upon is the due process of law. The DP was satisfied that Hon 
Kazinja was available for police to locate, interrogate, even apprehend him 
through the normal process. DP condemns the use of soldiers to attack 
Kazinja's home, loot his property and harass and physically assault members 
of his family, including his wife. 


The police, he said, came in later and subsequently they were told what to 
do and say by certain political elements high up in government. "We have 
never said Luke Kazinja must not be investigated, Ssemogerere explained. 
"All we said was that the matter was a serious one and should be investi- 
gated by an independent commission of inquiry composed of all interested 
parties." 


CSO: 3400/785 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


FINNISH AGRICULTURAL AID--Agriculture is a cornerstone of development to 
which Uganda is giving top priority. This was said by Finland's Ambassa- 
dor to Uganda, Mr Tom Gronbert, when handing over 200,000 hoes to the 
Minister of State for Agriculture, Dr Francis Rubaihayo, yesterday. The 
hoes which were handed over at the Ministry's Nakawa Research Station were 
donated to Uganda by the Finnish Government. This was the second donation 
of the kind from Finland, the first one having been received last year. 
Handing over the hoes to the Minister, the ambassador said the occasion was 
not only a symbol of good cooperation between Uganda and Finland, but a 
move geared towards the development of agriculture in the country. [By 
Victo Okoth] [Excerpt] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 15 Feb 84 pp 1, 8] 
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UPPER VOLTA 


BENIN-UPPER VOLTA JOINT COMMISSION COMMUNIQUE DETAILED 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 816, 3 Feb 84 p 11 
[Article by Rasmane Ouedraogo: "Strengthening the Joint Revolutionary Process" ] 


[Text] Convinced of the urgency of the tasks now facing both Benin and Upper 
Volta, the ch.efs of state of those two countries decided, at the time of the 
visit of comrade Thomas Sankara to Benin (19-20 January 1984), to translate 
their previously expressed determination to strengthen bilateral ties into 
concrete action within a privileged framework. This led to the creation of the 
Benin-Upper Voltan joint grand commission on cooperation, whose first meeting 
was held here in Ouagadougou from 27 to 29 January 1984. 


The Benin delegation was headed by Tiamiou Adjibade, minister of foreign af- 
fairs and cooperation, and for Upper Volta, the delegation was led by Arba 
Diallo, minister of foreign affairs. 


At the opening of the session, both delegations emphasized the need to trans- 
late into action the firm political will clearly expressed by the two chiefs 

of state to do everything possible to strengthen and consolidate relations of 
cooperation existing between Upper Volta and Benin in a new spirit based on 
revolutionary militancy. They also emphasized that the “creation of the Benin- 
Upper Voltan joint grand commission on cooperation marks a new turning point 

in relations between the two countries involved in the same revolutionary pro- 
cess." 


For this first session, the two delegations examined and adopted an agenda 
containing five major points: 


1 -- Evaluation of relations of cooperation between the two countries 
Transport and road infrastructures, telecommunications, demarcation of the 
Benin-Upper Voltan border, livestock raising and fishing, agriculture, trans- 
humance, poaching. 


2 -- Examination and negotiation of the following agreements: 


Agreement on road transport, agreement on use of the autonomous port of 
Cotonou, cultural, scientific and technical agreement. 
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3 -- Commercial trade 
4 -- Consular domain 
5 -- Environment and tourism 


Following adoption of the agenda and the diiectives of the two ministers, the 
commission of experts resumed work under presiding officers Paul Desire Kabore 
and Edmond Cakpo-Tozo, respectively director of bilateral cooperation in the 
Upper Voltan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and director of the Africa and Arab 
Countries Department of the Benir. Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation. 
The work of this commission of experts led to the following essential conclu- 
sions: 


The need to engage henceforth in joint action in order to complete major roads, 
which are of cardinal importance for the development and strengthening of 
cooperation between the two countries. For this purpose, by March 1984. a 
Benin-Upper Voltan mission will approach the West African Development Bank 
(WADB) and the World Bank to obtain financing. Other sources of financing 
will also be sought, particularly the Islamic Development Bank (BID). The 
most important road is Savalou-Djougou-Porga-Fada N'Gourma. 


In the field of transport, the People's Republic of Benin has made available to 
Upper Volta a 20,000 square meter piece of land at the autonomous port of 
Cotonou since December 1982. The Upper Voltan delegation has renewed its 
thanks to the People's Republic of Benin and indicated that Upper Volta will 

do everything possible to make maximum use of that land at the port of Cotonou. 
For that purpose, an Upper Voltan delegation will go to Cotonou in February 
1984 to study the nature of infrastructures to be completed in order to build 

a warehouse in 1985. Concerning the transport of hydrocarbons from the autono- 
mous port of Cotonou by Upper Volta through Togo, an agreement concerning that 
passage has also been signed and Upper Volta has promised to notify Benin of 
the supply program. 


Regarding telecommunications, Upper Volta and Benin have emphasized the need 
to be connected by a microwave relay system. This undertaking stems from a 
program called "ECOWAS Intelcom I."" The two systems will be connected and 
operations will begin at the end of 1985 or beginning of 1986. 


The problem of defining the Benin-Upper Voltan border has also attracted the 
attention of experts, in keeping with the agenda adopted. The two delegations 
exchanged documents and agreed that the next meeting of the border commission 
will be held in Cotonou in July 1984. Regarding livestock raising, Benin has 
expressed its desire to take advantage of Upper Voltan experience, especially 
with regard to crossbreeding. The two parties will exchange missions for the 
purpose. The Upper Voltan delegation also wants to profit from Benin's ex- 
perience in fishing and learn the possibilities of products from the sea which 
Benin can offer Upper Volta. 


Agriculture, tzxanshumance and poaching are fields also discussed by the Upper 
Voltan and Benin delegations. The need to intensify cooperation and exchanges 
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was reaffirmed in these fields. Turning to the examination and negotiation 
of agreements included in the agenda, the commission's two delegation leaders 
signed the following agreements: 


Agreement on road transport, agreement on the use of the autonomous port of 
Cotonou, agreement on cultural, scientific and technical cooperation. 


Concerning commercial trade, both sides emphasized the need to transcend the 
majtor obstacle for access of Benin products to the Upper Voltan market, which 
is the tariff and customs belt of CEAO. In the consular field, a general 
consulate of Upper Volta will be opened in Lome and have jurisdiction over 
Cotonou. 


The Benin-Upper Voltan joint grand commission completed its work with discus- 
sions on the problem of the environment and tourism and decided that its 
second meeting will be held in Cotonou in 1985. 


11,464 
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UPPER VOLTA 


"BUREAUCRACY', 'OPPORTUNISTS' SLOW PACE OF REVOLUTION 
Ouagadougou CARREFOUR AFRICAIN in French No 818, 17 Feb 84 p 7 
[Editorial by Babou Paulin Bamouni: "Middle Class Wait-and-See Policy"] 


[Text] Six months ago, the revolution was begun in Upper Volta to rid that 
country of all imperialist domination and exploitation. The advent of the 
revolution, triumphantly created and greeted by all the social strata of our 
country, was greatly motivated by the petty bourgeoisie, which took over the 
conduct of affairs through the decision-making posts it occupied. But no one 
paid sufficient attention in the midst of all the euphoria. Even so, it was 
up to the petty bourgeoisie to be the brains behind the revolution, while wait- 
ing for workers and peasants to take things in hand. The euphoria died down, 
giving way to reflection in order better to guide the revolutionary action 
undertaken and resolve the different inevitable contradictions that emerge 
throughout the class struggle. 


Unfortunately, reflection has not yet led to any meeting of minds. The petty 
bourgeoisie, after the race for posts, seems to have opted for a wait-and-see 
attitude, an attitude dangerous for the revolution because it has always 
governed regimes in Upper Volta by means of the crossed-arm stance and the 
activity of the petty bourgeois in the trade unions. 


In middle class milieus where our revolution was to find theoretical and prac- 
tical support for reaching the other social strata through information and 
awareness, one finds increasingly obvious indifference and the wait-and-see 
policy. Those who appeared to be iadustrious in the erly hours of the revo- 
lution either say they are disappointed by the practices of a certain number 
of "barons" or prefer to protect their gains in peace in order not to make 
enemies or create jealousies. Whatever the case, a large part of this milieu 
is feeding the ranks of reactionaries with the denigration of the revolution 
now commonplace. In the long run, this will shrink the base of the revolution 
because all these renegades or those looking to that path have not yet lost 
their petty bourgeois influence over the rural masses that they are not now 
encouraging. To what can this shift, which must be termed counterrevolutionary, 
be attributed? 








Many factors come into play, but it is mainly explained by the fact that the 
petty bourgeoisie wants to selfishly assume, as in the past, all power before 
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the masses become seriously aware of their role in the revolutionary process. 
In this, the bureaucratic machinery of the state that has not yet been broken 
is a contributing factor. In fact, after six months of the process, bureau- 
cracy nevertheless continues. Certain newly-promoted persons take advantage 
of it to seek the prestige and honor that only bureaucracy procures to con- 
solidate their social position. Many opportunists who have infiltered the 
revolution and who occupy posts, fear the future and are therefore preparing 
their rear by spending their time making friends and as few enemies as 
possible. Whence the return in force into our ranks of a certain number of 
counterrevolutionary elements expert at playing the big revolutionary part 
while engaging in cunning bureaucracy and thus blocking the revolutionization 
of the government apparatus. Pawns are put in place and factions and elements 
that can be relied upon are installed. How else is one to understand the 
lack of discipline reigning in certain departments six months after the ini- 
tiation of change? 


What is more, the petty bourgeoisie increasingly stands idly bv because it 
claims, rightlv or wrongly, to be penalyzed by the revolution which it alone 
sustains. It complains of not being satisfied. Although this may be reaction- 
ary, it is normal, given the petty bourgeoisie's congenital instability on 

the ideological level. And yes, it did want advantages, small advantages and 
certain privileges. It in fact has no more official expenses as in the past, 
no more bonuses, no more disorganized missions, no more official cars, no 

more free gas coupons and it claims that its contribution to the revolutionary 
solidarity fund was a sacrifice for it alone and balks at giving up certain 
indemnities. This is the reality, but the petty bourgeoisie forgets that 
compared with all the other social classes in the country making up "the peo- 
ple," it is the one that is socially best off. One can take away only from 
those who have. Furthermore, that is the price of independence! Nor does the 
petty bourgeoisie realize that everything that has been done and that will be 
done rightfully comes back to it and will continue to do so. The paved streets 
in the cities, the buses that will soon arrive, the imminent reduction in 
rents, the airport to be built, the school expenses in private primary and 
secondary establishments that will be revised, and the startup of the Sourou 
project are but revolutionary acts with respect to the petty bourgeoisie. 
Standing idly by will therefore not solve the problem and it serves no purpose 
to straddle two situations. One has to choose. Petty political and niggardly 
calculations are not worthy of people claiming to support the revolution, as 
the middle class placed here and there in the administrative machinery does. 
But what is to be done? 


While waiting to maintain the purchasing power of the mainly urban masses, with 
reduced rents and rigorous price control, our revolution needs to move rapidly 
on the side of the peasants and workers to get them away from the bureaucratic 
influence of the petty bourgeoisie, for the current action of the latter in 

the administrative machinery constitutes and will continue to constitute a 
check on the proper progress of the revolution toward the working masses which, 
after launching their revolution, are still waiting to get on the band wagon. 
To do so, the old administrative apparatus needs to be totally broken and 
replaced by a new type of machinery that will in turn break habits and ensure 
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that our revolution does not now become the hostage of the petty bourgeoisie, 
whose unstable nature is not at all reassuring to us. The middle class con- 
stantly looks to the past, thinking of the role it once played through the 
trade unions vis-a-vis reactionary regimes. But this belongs to the past. 
As for our revolution, it will move forward. despite the petty bourgeoisie! 


Fatherland or death, we shall overcome! 


11,464 
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ZIMBABWE 


NKOMO MUST PRESENT DETAILS OF ALLEGED ATROCITIES TO AUTHORITIES 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 p 2 
[Editorial: ‘Where Are Facts, Dr. Nkomo?"] 


[Text] IT IS NOW QUITE obvious that the curfew in Matabeleland South has 
brought considerable hardship to many people. No one imagined it would not. 


The curfew was imposed as a determined effort to weed out dissidents who have 
been robbing, raping and plundering in the area for months. And from the 
comments of local peasants interviewed over the weekend, it appears to have 
been a success. 


Naturally these rural people were unlikely to admit sympathy for dissidents 
while security forces were present, but there did appear to be confusion 
rather than support for the dissident cause. The povo cannot understand why 
the dissidents are fighting or why locals should bear the brunt of their 
banditry. 


The curfew imposed restrictions on movement of all food. There was hunger 
and many children were too weak to attend school. A diet of goat meat and 
marula fruit cannot be commended, but there were no reports of starvation. 
And with relief food now in the area, life, at meal times, may return gradu- 
ally to normal. 


At least an element of peace has returned to the area, and, now the rural 
people appreciate the necessity of the curfew, they appear more ready to 
co-operate with the security forces. 


Despite suggestions to the contrary from the peasants, however, the leader 
of PF-ZAPU, Dr Nkomo, insists there are "many young mothers and many children 
dead and buried from hunger". 


At a well-attended rally in Bulawayo he spoke of atrocities, saying the 
country must be told and the culprits brought to book. 


Present Details 


If these extremely serious allegations are true, then we agree. Let everyone 
know and let justice be done to the culprits. 
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But where are the facts? The evidence? And the bodies? Without these there 
is little on which the security forces can act. 


As was confirmed by the numbers at the rally, Dr Nkomo commands a considerable 
following in the province. As such, his voice should he listened to by the 
Government. 


lowever, with leadership comes responsibility. Dr Nkomo must use his position 
carefully and wisely. 


If there have been reprehensible acts in the curfew area about which Dr Nkomo 
had indisputable facts, let him present the details to the responsible author- 
ities. 


Dr Nkomo has been mistaken before in his accusations. In the light of this, 


it is incumbent upon him to be more specific this time, bearing in mind that 
in a war situation rumours abound. 


CSO: 3400/790 
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ZIMBABWE 


PRESERVE BANK SAYS BALANCE OF PAYMENTS SITUATION WEAK AT END OF 1983 


Bulawayo TIE CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 p 3 


In its latest quarterly economic and Statistical review, the bank Says that 
this was a result partly of the drought and Partly of the effect of the 
"serious" international recession. 


The bank says the level of Zimbabwe's exports had risen by only seven percent 
in nominal terms, but in real terms they had declined by over 30 percent 
during the past two years. 


"This has forced the Government to severely restrict import allocations," 
Says the bank. 


The impact of these cuts, on the economy, says the bank, had been cushioned 
to some extent by the use of loan funds to finance imports, 


Notwithstanding this, it Says, it should be noted that the import cuts that 
had occurred would have been Substantially &reater if the authorities and the 
Reserve Bank in Particular had not resorted to higher levels of short-term 
borrowing during the period under review, October to December 1982. 


higher than the $185 million recorded in 1982, 


It says the deficit had been financed by using resources drawn from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and also a higher level of foreign borrowing. 


Furthermore, it Says, despite the recession and the weak balance of payments 
Situation, the rate of inflation had remained high, with Prices increasing 
Over the past 18 months at an annual rate of between 15 and 20 percent. 
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The bank also says that this had taken place despite tight control of the money 
supply. ‘Money supply has risen over the past 12 months by less than one 
percent’ which, in turn, reflected both fiscal restraint and significant suc- 
cess in financing the budget deficit in a non-inflationary manner. 


The Government had also pursued a policy of wage-restraint but notwithstanding 
these policies, inflation had remained high largely due to the impact of im- 
ported inflation following the depression of the exchange rate. 


In order to create the conditions necessary for a sustained economic re- 
covery, it was vital to not only reduce the prevailing rate of inflation, but 
also to bring about a significant strengthening in the present balance of pay- 
ments position, the banks says. 


CSO: 3400/790 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


LIVESTOCK PROSPECTS--RECENT rainfall, accompanied by hailstorms, in parts of 
Gokwe had damaged cotton field prospects, an Agritex spokesman said in Gweru 
yesterday. Some veld and pasture growth have occurred where rains have fallen 
but the bulk is slight, particularly in the southern area of Midlands pro- 
vince. The spokesman said the oriental tobacco crop was being reaped and 
curing was in progress, but the crop was light. Maize has failed in most dry 
land areas except in the eastern central water-shed and northern areas, 

where a small harvest will be expected. He said the sorghum crop was being 
affected by drought in most areas but a small harvest could be expected. 
Groundnuts, as an early crop, were being lifted but vields were poor though 
late crops might yield if rain falls. In southern areas crops were a near 
write-off. Livestock was generally in fair to good condition in a few of the 
communal lands but poor to fair in most other areas. Stock deaths continue 
in the southern part of the province. The spokesman said water supplies 
would give concern later in the year if there is no widespread rainfalls. 
[Text] [Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 p 3] 


FRENCH ELECTRIC TRAINING CENTER--FRENCH electricity officials are expected to 
arrive in Harare soon to finalise a contract for a vocational training centre 

in Harare for the electrical industry, the French Trade Commission in Harare 
Said yesterday. The centre will be the second project after the Hwange Voca- 
tional Training Centre. An agreement was signed last year when France indicated 
it would build two centres for the electri¢al industry estimated to cost $3,200,000. 
The Deputy French Commissioner for Trade, Mr Herve le Roy said the new centre 
would train technicians, electricians and various artisans. '‘Electricite de 
France will put up the school in Harare but I cannot say how soon but hope- 
fully Harare's Deputy City Electrical Engineer, Cde Canaan Tendayi Chikwanha, 
said the school would train staff from the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Author- 
ity. Mr LeRoy said the centre would improve the manpower training for 
Zimbabwe's two large municipalities in Bulawayo and Harare and the cities' 

power stations and the Central African Power Corporation. There was a short- 
age of qualified personnel in the Harare City Electrical Department where the 
council was recruiting staff from overseas, he said. Mr Le Roy said France 
used to send its experts to train trainers in other countries but had opened 
more than 45 similar centres throughout the world including the two to be 
opened in Zimbabwe. [Excerpt] [Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 

p 3] 
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INCREASED TOBACCO CROP--ZIMBABWE. is expecting a total of 110 million kg of 
tobacco this season--15 percent above last year's figure of 94 300 000 kg. 

a spokesman of the Zimbabwe Tobacco Association announced in Harare yester- 
day. The spokesman said the quality of the crop was one of the best vet 
grown in the country. ‘The major part of the crop is not reaped yet, but it 
has the potential of being one of the finest we have grown," said the spokes- 
man. The Tobacco Marketing Board has announced that the opening of the 1984 
flue-cured tobacco auction sale will be on April 10. [Text] [Bulawayo THE 
CHRONICLE in English 13 Mar 84 p 1] 
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